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ADJUTANT  GENERAL'S  REPORT. 

Executive  Department  of  NoRTH-CABOLnrA, 

Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Raleigh,  May  16,  1864. 

Mis  Excellency.^  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Governor  cf  ^orth-  Carolina  : 

Governor: — I  kavc  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  informa- 
tion the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the  several  de- 
'partments  under  my  control  during  the  period  embraced  be- 
tween the  30th  of  September,  1862,  and  the  31st  of  March, 

1864. 

ADJUTANT  GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT.. 

1 — GUARD   FOB  HOME  DEFENCE,, 

Immediately  upon  the  passage  of  ti^e  act  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  July  7th,  1863,  steps  were  taken  by  my  prede 
cess<5r  to  organize  the  Guard  for  Home  Defence.    All  persons 
between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  fifty,  not  actually  in  the 
service  of  the  Confederate  States,  were  enrolled  as  speedily 
as  possible,  and  organized  into  companies,  and   these  int( 
battalions  and  regiments  where  the  number^, qf  comjDanies  ii. 
a  county  admitted  of  either  of  these  organizations.    In  a  fev; 
instances  regiments  were  organized  by  bringing  together  two 
or  more  battalions  fron^  adjoining  counties,  and,  in   conse- 
qu  nee  of  the  exposed  condition  cf  that  part  of  the  State 
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lying  west  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  a  brigade  was  formed  and 
Jno.  W.  McElroy  appointed  Brigadier  General  and  assigned  to 
command  of  it,  whose  headquarters  was  established  at  Burns- 
ville,  Yanc«y  coTinty. 

The  number  of  men  enrolled  was  twenty-five  thousand  and 
ninety-eight.  As  it  was  apparent  that  a  large  number  of  these 
were  physically  unit  to  perform  military  duty,  Surgical 
Boards  were  appointed  to  visit  the  several  counties  and  ex- 
amine all  persons  claiTnfng  exemption  on  account  physical 
disability.  These  boards  had  not  completed  their  labors  be- 
fore the  military  bil?  puttirg  all  persons  between  the  ages  of 
seventeen  and  fifty  in  the  Confederate  army  became  a  law. 
This  law  virtually  breaks  up  the  Home  Guard  organization, 
as  none  properly  belong  to  it  other  than  those  State  offi<5era 
whom  you  may  think  proper  to  withhold  from  conscription, 
as  being  necessary  for  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  State. 

Arms,  accoutrements  and  ammunition  have  been  issued  to 

fth^Horae  Guards  of  all  the  counties  adjacijnt  to,  and'  those  east 

of,  tp,^  Wilmington  and  Weldon  railroad,  and  like  issues  have 

been  ;?.iade,  though   not  to  the  same  extent,  to  the  Home 

iGuards.of  other  counties.     1  append  a  return'  of  these  issues- 

xwhieh  is.j^iarked  [C] 

By  la;w.thre  Guard  for  Home  Defence  when  called  into 
service  by  jti^e  ^Governor  is  entitled  to  the  same  pay  and  al^- 
lowances  as  .troc^s  in  the  servce  of  the  Confederate  States. 
In  consequence  of  the  exposed  condition  of  the  western  bor- 
der of  the  State,  and  the  very  small  number  of  Confederate 
troops  in  that  Bistnct,  the  brigade  of  General  McElroy  has- 
been  kept  prett;y  constantly  in  the  field  for  some  months  past. 
Hence  you  wijl  .find  a  cccisiderable  item  for  their  pay  in  the 
,  .estimate  whlch^  a9.cc)mj>aRie3  this  report. 

,     S-:7-NpRTH-CAEOI.iXA  STATE  TROOPS. 

Since  the  15th  of  November^  ;1862,  the  date  of  the  last 
general  report  from  this  office,  the  .organization  of  the  36th, 
40^b,  and  65th  regiments  have  been  completed,  the  66tli 
formec"  by  uniting  IN'ethercutt's  and  -Wrights'  battalions,  and 
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the  remainiDg  unattached  companies  mentioned  in  that  re- 
port have  been  thrown  into  battalions,  except  Capt.  Gallo- 
way's company  of  Coast  Guards, 

The  6Tth  and  68th  regiments,  the  14:th  and  15th  battalions, 
two  partizan  ranger  companies  and  one  unattached  infantry 
company,  have  been  raised  for  State  defence. 

The  first  battalion  North- Carolina  heavy  artillery,  raised 
by  order  of  the  Convention,  and  the  unattached  infantry 
company  are  serving  near  Wilmington,  the  67th  regiment 
below  Kinston,  the  two  partizan  ranger  companies  in  Hyde 
and  Beaufort  counties,  the  68th  regiment  and  15th  battalion 
north  of  the  Koanoke  and  the  14th  battalion  on  our  western 
border.  All  these  troops  are  paid  and  clothed  by  the  State, 
but  are  acting  under  the  orders  of  the  Confederate  Generals 
commanding  the  Districts  in  which  they  are  located. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  number  of  troops  fur- 
nished by  the  State  of  North-Carolina  for  service  in  the  ex- 
isting war  with  the  United  States : 

Number  of  troops  transferred  to  the  Confederate 
States,  according  to  original  rolls  on  file  in  this 
office,  64,636 

Number  of  conscripts  sent  to  the  army,  14,460 

Estimated  number  of  recruits  that  have  volun- 
teered in  the  different  companies  since  the  date 
of  the  original  rolls,  20,608 

Number  of  troops  in  the  service  of  the  State,  not 
tiansferred,  but  serving  under  Confederate  offi- 
cers, 2,903 


Making  an  aggregate  of  102,607 

These  troops  have  been  organized  as  follows : 

Kegiments  of  artillery,  3 

"       "    cavalry,  6 

"       "    infentry,  60 

Total  number  of  regiments,  69 
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Battalions  of  artillery,  4 

"        "  cavalry,  4 

«        "  infaDtry,  3 

Total  number  of  battalions,  11 

Unattached  companies,  infantiy,  6 

I  transmit  herewith  a  printed  register  of  Korth-Carolina^ 
troops  for  the  year  1864:,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  there 
is  one  company  from  this  State  in  the  10th  Yirginia  cavahy^ 
iive  in  the  7th  Confederate  cavalry,  four  in  ths  62d  Georgia 
regiment,  and  one  in  the  61st  Yirginia  infantry. 

3 — ROLL    OF    HONOK. 

On  the  20th  December,  1862,  the  General  Assembly  by 
resolution  authorized  the  Governor  to  prepare  a  book  to  be 
called  the  "  Eoll  of  Honor,"  in  which  shall  be  plaeed  the 
name,  rank,  regiment  and  residence  of  every  soldier  of  tliis 
State  who  has  or  may  die  in  the  service  of  his  country  during 
the  present  war,  also  the  name,  rank,  regiment  and  residence 
of  every  soldier  of  this  State  who  has  or  may  hereafter  dis- 
tinguish himself  in  the  service  of  his  country  during  the 
present  war.  On  the  14th  of  September,  1863,  Major  James 
H.  Foote,  Assistant  Adjutant  General,  was  charged  with  the 
duty  of  carrying  this  resolution  into  effect. 

"After  some  delay  in  devising  a  suitable  system,  obtaining 
proper  books,  and  collecting  the  necessary  statistics^  the  work 
was  commenced  and  is  now  fairly  progressing.  Blanks  have 
been  struck  off  and  sent  to  each  company,  battalion  and  reg- 
ment,  which,  when  filled  up,  will  contain  the  name,  rank, 
county,  residence,  date  of  entrance  into  service,  age,  whether 
volunteer,  conscript  or  substitute,  of  each  officer  and  soldier 
who  has  belonged  to  the  army  from  this  State  during  the 
existing  war.  Under  the  head  of  remarks  are  to  be  noted 
the  time  and  place  of  those  killed  in  battle,  died,  discharged, 
transferred,  promoted  or  deserted ;  also  a  brief  military  his- 
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tory  of  the  officer  or  soldier  to  be  given,  the  wonnds  received, 
and  in  what  battle,  and  the  gallant  conduct  for  which  he  may 
have  been  especially  distinguished.  These  blanks,  when  filled 
up  and  returned,  are  to  be  copied  on  the  books. 

Thus  far,  returns  have  been  received  from  fifty-three  regi- 
ments and  several  battalions  and  detached  companies.  About 
.  twenty  regiments  have  been  entered  on  the  books.  The 
returns  are  kept  on  file  in  the  office  as  proper  vouchers  for 
all  statements  made.  Ac<3ompanying  the  returns  there  is  a 
historical  sketch  of  each  regiment,  noting  the  different  bat- 
tles, campaigns,  &c.,  in  which  it  has  been  engaged.  Another 
book  has  been  prepared  to  contain  the  military  history  of 
Generals  and  officers  of  the  General  Staff.  For  the  sake  of 
illustration,  the  following  summary  statement  of  a  regiment 
is  given : 

Eegiment  N.  C.  Troops. 


Kumber  of  volunteers  in  this  Regiment  1515 

"        "     conscripts        "  "  37 

«        "    substitutes       "  "  16-1568 

Died  in  service,  289 ;  killed  in  battle,  150 ;  dis- 
charged, 129 ;  deserted,  80 ;  missing  in  action, 
30 ;  dropped  from  the  roll,  4 ;  cashiered,  1 ; 
transferred,  9 ;  rejected,  1 ;  resigned,  12 ;  not 
re-elected  at  reorganization,  17;  dismissed  by 
Court  Martial,  1 ;  making  total  loss  of  723 


Leaving  yet  in  the  Regiment  792 

The  following  counties  are  represented  in  this  Regiment; 
Stanly,  273  ;  Yadkin,  279;  Surry,  180;  Catawba,  161 ;  Gas- 
ton, 158  ;  Montgomery,  135  ;  Orange,  134 ;  Cleaveland,  133 ; 
Lincoln,  28;  Cabarrus,  14;  Forsyth,  12;  Alamance,  10; 
Mecklenburg,  9  ;  Union,  7 ;  Rutherford,  7  ;  Richmond,  4 ; 
Rowan  2  ;  Chatham,  2;  Caldwell  2  ;  Wilkes,  2;  Burke,  1 ; 
Rockingham,  1 ;  Franklin,  1 ;  Guilford  1 ;  South  Carolina, 
^  ;  Virginia,  3,    Total,  1568. 
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This  Begiment  fought  througli  the  battles  of  Hanover, 
Mechanicsville,  Gaines'  Farm,  Frazier's  Farm,  Malvern  Hill, 
Cedar  Mountain,  Manassas  Junction,  Manassas  Plains,  Ox 
Hill,  Harper's  Ferrj,  Sharpsburg,  Shephardstown,  Freder- 
icksburg, Chancellorsville  and  Gettysburg. 

4 — quaeteemaster's  department. 

This  Department  has  furnished  clothing,  Camp  and  Garri- 
son Equipage,  pay,  bounty,  arid  transportation  for  the  troops, 
and  paid  other  miscellaneous  accounts. 

The  disbursements  for  the  eighteen  months  ending  the  31st 
March,  1864,  are  as  follows : 

Clothing,  Camp  and  Garrison  Equipage,  $6,862,043  30 

Mules,  Wagons  and  Harness,  14,147  30 

Forage,  5,593  65 
Horses,  for  two  Kegiments  of  Cavalry  and 

Artillery,  147,801  00 

Wood,  6,555  00 
Miscellaneous,  consisting  of  transportation, 

repairs,  stationary,  hire  of  Clerks,  &c.,  204,143  45 

Pay  of  Troops,  Militia  and  Home  Guard,  432,071  67 

Bounty,  1,669,974  00 

Cotton,  2,150,998  98 

Advances  to  Officers,  186,803  35 


Total,  $11,680,131  70 

The  Governor  being  required  by  law  to  furnish  the  troops 
with  suitable  clothing,  and  it  being  apparent  that  a  sufficiency 
of  materials  could  not  be  obtained  in  the  Confederacy,  re- 
course was  had  to  a  foreign  market.  From  this  source,  and 
by  purchase  in  the  State,  ample  materials  have  been  collec- 
ted, and  a  large  amount  of  clothing,  &c.,  manufactured  and 
turned  over  to  the  Quartermaster  Department  of  the  Conled- 
erate  States,  for  issue  to  North  Carolina  Troops,  while  the 
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troops  in  tlie  State  service  have  been  issued  to  directly  by 
our  own  Quartermasters.  Keturn  marked  [A.]  and  appen- 
ded shows  the  quantity  thus  turned  over  or  issued.  This 
return  does  not  embrace  the  amount  manufactured  and 
turned  over  to  the  Quartermaster  of  the  Confederate  States 
by  Major  James  Sloan,  Quartermaster,  as  he  has  failed  to 
make  a  return  of  the  same  to  this  office. 

The  troops  have  been  abundantly  supplied  with  comforta- 
ble clothing,  and  the  materials  now  on  hand,  and  those  pur- 
chased but  not  received,  warrant  the  belief  that  we  will  be 
fully  able  to  keep  up  the  requisite  supply. 

By  an  arrangement  with  the  Quartermaster  General,  the 
Confederate  States  pays  the  State  the  actual  cost  of  the  clo- 
thing furnished.  Under  this  arrangement,  the  Confederate 
States  have  paid  for  clothing,  since  the  1st  January,  1863, 
six  millions,  eight  thousand,  three  hundred  and  seventy- 
three  dollars  and  thirty-eight  cents,  ($6,008,373  38,)  and  there 
is  still  due,  for  clothing  turned  over  in  the  1st  quarter  of  the 
present  year,  one  million,  two  hundred  and  forty-seven  thou- 
8and,two  hundred  and  thirty-live  dollars,  ($1,24:7,235.) 

The  State  has  ceased  to  purchase  horses  for  the  First  and 
Second  Kegiments  of  Cavalry.  Since  the  30th  September, 
1862,  the  Confederate  States  have  paid  to  the  State  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  thousand,  nine  hundred  and 
seventy-one  dollars  and  sixty  cents,  ($224,971  60,)  for  jper 
diem^  and  for  cavalry  horses  kill<^d  in  action.  This  amount 
embraces  what  was  due  oli  settlement  of  accounts  of  First 
Cavalry  up  to  29th  February,  1864,  and  of  Second  Cavalry 
to  the  31st  March,  1863.  The  accounts  for  the  amount  still 
due  have  been  made  out  and  will  be  presented  for  payment. 

The  accounts  of  the  Chief  Quartermaster  and  Paymaster 
have  been  rendered  quarterly  to  the  Auditor  for  settlement,  s^ 

5. — SUBSISTENCE   DEPARTMENT. 

This  Department  has  furnished  provisions  to  Troops  in  the 
State  service,  and  to  the  Home  Guard  and  Militia  when 
called  into  service.  j 
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The  disbursements  from  the  30ti  Sept^fnber,  1862,  to  31st 
March,  1864,  have  been  as  follows : 

Purph^s§  of  Subsistence  stores,  &c.,  $   897,544  72 

Subsistence  fqr    gtate    troops,   militia  and 

Home  Guard,  152,019  23 

Miscellaneous,  31,394  73 


$1,080,958  68 
Sales  of  subsistence,  principally  to 
Confederate  States,  and  County 
Commissioners,  $301,197  41 

Yalue  of  stores  on  hand  at  cost 
price,  410,070  42 

711,267  8^. 


36^,690  &o- 
Value  of  stores  on  hand  30th  September,  1862,        24,3:95^  9^ 


Actual  expenses  of  the  Department,  $394,086  7S 

6 — ORDNANCE   DEPARTMENT. 

This  department  has  furnished  arms,  ammunition  and  ac- 
coutrements to  the  troops  as  raised  and  to  the  militia  and 
Home  Guard. 

The  disbursenaentg  of  this  departnaent  have  beer^  as 
ollovrs  I 

Purchase  and  manufacture  of  arms,  ammu- 
nition and  accoutrements  since  Sept.  30, 

^^^^>  $  1,059,079  17 

Saddles  and  harness,  29  782  60 

Eepairing  arms  and  accoutrements,  23,904 

Miscellaneous,                        .  ...     ,  ^^           ^^ 


1 1^160,595  77 
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By  sales  to  the  Confederflte  States  and  others, 

chiefly  powder  to  Confederate  States,  639,032  30 


Balance,  $    521,563  38 

I  enclose  herewith  a  statement  marked  [B.]  of  ordnance 
and  oi'dnance  stores  manufactured,  purchased  and  received 
from  various  sources  since  the  30th  September,  1862.  I  also 
enclose  herewith  a  statement  marked  [C,]  of  all  ordnance 
and  ordnance  stores  received  and  issued  since  Sept.  30, 1862, 
also  the  quantity  remaining  on  hand  March  31,  1864:, 

The  accounts  of  the  Chief  of  ordnance  with  vouchers  to 
support  them  have  been  regularly  sent  in  to  the  Auditor. 
He  has  the  settlement  with  the  Confederate  government  for 
all  the  property  turned  over  to  its  officers,  except  powder. 
In  that  article  there  has  been  a  special  arrangement  entered 
into  by  the  consent  of  the  Governor ;  with  the  Confederate 
States  ordnance  department,  by  which  the  Nitre  and  Mining 
Bureau  has  to  supply  the  State  with  refined  nitre  and  sul- 
phur for  the  Raleigh  powder  mills  at  cost,  the  State  in  turn 
to  furnish  that  department  with  nine-tenths  of  the  powder 
manufactured  at  twenty-five  cents  j9^r  pound  over  and  above 
the  cost  of  nitre,  which  at  present  produces  powder  at  one 
dollar  and  seventy-five  cents  j^^r  pound.  This  is  in  accor- 
accordance  with  the  contract  made  in  the  early  part  of  the 
war  by  the  State  with  Waterhouse  &  Bowes  to  manufacture 
powder,  and  they  have  made  266,229*  pounds.  Messrs.  Wa- 
terhouse &  Bowes  have  returned  the  eight  thousand  ($800) 
dollars  advanced  by  Gov.  Vance  to  complete  the  powder 
mills,  and  have  also  paid  the  first  annual  instalment  of  the 
money  advanced  them  by  Gov.  Clark. 

Since  30th  September,  1862,  we  have  had  manufactured 
3,442  arms;  repaired  4,937 ;  imported  1,200  j  and  purchased 
431.  We  can  gradually  reduce  the  manufacture  of  arms 
hereafter  and  keep  a  sufficient  number  on  hand  to  supply 
tjie  wants  of  the  State.    The  purchases  of  accoutrements 
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have  been  but  few  as  the  stock  accumulated  was  deemed 
sufficient  for  the  necessities  of  the  department. 

The  operations  of  the  cartridge  and  moulding  factory  were 
for  a  time  impeded  on  account  of  the  great  difficulty  of  pro- 
curing lead,  but  a  good  supply  of  that  article  having  been 
accumulated  by  means  of  the  State's  importing  vessels,  the 
factory  is  now  in  full  operation. 

I  am,  Governor,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

K.  C.  GATLIjST, 
Adjutant  General, 
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ExBcunvE  Department,  North-Caeolina, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Maleigh^  May  17, 1864. 

Sfia  Excellency,  Z.  B.  Yance, 

G<yve7'nor  of  North- Carolina  : 

Governor: — I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  an  esti- 
mate for  tunds  required  by  the  several  Departments  under 
my  control  for  the  remainder  of  the  present  fiscal  year,  and 
for  the  1st  quarter  of  the  next. 

This  latter  quarter  is  estimated  for,  in  consequence  of  the 
next  regular  session  of  the  Legislature  not  occurring  until 
the  latter  part  of  November. 

Yery  respectfully. 

Your  ob't  servant, 

K.  C.  GATLIN, 

Adjt  General, 


Estimate  of  Funds  required  hy  the  various  Departments  of 
the  military  service  of  the  State  for  one-half  of  the  current 
fiscal  year  ending  September  SOth,  1864,  and  for  one  quar- 
ter of  the  nextfi>scal  year  ending  December  316-^,  1864. 

PAY  DEPARTMENT. 

Amount  required  to  meet  current  demands  du- 
ring the  remainder  of  the  fiscal  year,  esti-  * 
mated  for  December  2d,  1863,  and  not  ap- 
propriated,                                                                $720,000 

For  the  Quarter  ending  December  3l8t,  1864, 
as  follows: 

Bounty  to  soldiers  unpaid,  conscripts, 
and  the  representatives  of  deceased 
soldiers,  $125,000 
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Pay  of  the  67th  and  68th  Kegiments, 
the  1st  and  14:th  Battalions,  N.  C. 
Troops,  three  unattached  companies, 
officers  of  Military  Department, 
Aids  to  Governor,  and  miscellaneous,   $192,000 

Home  Guards  and  Militia,  50,000 


Total, 


367,000 
$1,087,000 


ORDNANCE   DEPARTMENT. 


Required  to  meet  demands  during  the  remain- 
der of  the  eurrent  fiscal  year,  estimated  for 
December  2d,  1863,  «nd  not  appropriated. 

For  the  Quarter  ending  December  3l8t,  1864, 

as  follows : 
Purchase  of  new  Arms,  $45,000 

Repair  of  Arms,  5,000 

Purchase  of  Accoutrements  and  Horse 

Equipments,  25,000 

Ammunition,  20,000 

Incidental  Expenses,  5,000 


Total, 


200,000 


100,000 


$300,000 


COMMISSARY  DEPARTMENT. 


Required  to  meet  demands  during  the  remain- 
der of  the  current  fiscal  year,  estimated  for 
December  2d,  1863,  and  not  appropriated, 

For  the  Quarter  ending  December  31st,  1864, 
as  follows:  "**  *^ 

For  the  purchase  of  Subsistence  Stores,    $250,000 


$487,500 
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Hire  of  Assistants,  Agents,  Laborers, 

&c.,  $6,000 

Incidental  Expenses,  4,000 


MEDICAL   DEPARTIMENT. 


269,000 


Total,  $747,500 


QUARTER   master's   DEPARTMENT. 

Keqnired  to  meet  demands  during  the  remain- 
der of  the  current  fiscal  year,  estimated  for 
December  2d,  1863,  and  not  appropriated,  $98,400 

Required  to  pay  Laborers  on   Entrenchments 

around  the  City  of  Raleigh,  19,000 

For  the  Quarter  ending  December  31st,  1864, 

as  follows: 
Forage  for  Horses,  $d,000 

Hire  of  Laborers  packing  Cotton,  750 

Hire  of  Teamsters,  400 

Hire  of  Clerks  and  Guards,  2,000 

Purchase  of  Draft  Animals,  20,000 

Transportation,  hire  of  Store  Houses, 

stationery  and  miscellaneous,  2,000 


30,150 


Total,  $147,550 


Required  to  meet  demands  during  the  remain-  ^ 
der  of  the  current  fiscal  year,  estimated  for 
December  2d,  1863,  and  not  appropriated,  $25,000 

Additional  for  Quarter  ending  Dec.  3 1st,  1864,  6,250 


Total,  $31,250 
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EFXJAPITULATION. 

Pay  Department,  $1,087,000 

Ordnance  Department,  300,000 

Commissary  Department,  747,500 

Quarter  Master's  Department,  147,550 

Medical  Department,  31,250 


Aggregate,     $2,313,300 


R.  C.  GATLIN", 

AdjU  General, 
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OFFICIAL  LETTEES— IMPKESSMENTS  OF 

PROPEETY. 


Executive  DEPARTirENT,  North-Carolina, 

Raleigh,  Jan,  22c?,  186S. 

Hon,  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

Dear  Sir  :  It  pains  me  to  have  to  communicate  with  you 
80  often  in  the  character  of  a  complainant.  The  necessities 
of  the  case  must  be  my  apology. 

There  are  a  large  lot  of  broken  down  cavalry  horses  belong- 
ing, I  think,  to  Gen.  Jenkin's  Command,  quartered  on  the 
Counties  of  Wilkes,  Yadkin,  Ashe  and  Surry,  in  this  State. 
The  officers  controlling  them  are  pressing  corn  and  forage 
at  prices  less  by  one  half  than  the  current  rates  in  that 
country.  As  that  country  was  almost  ruined  by  drought 
last  season,  there  will  be  the  greatest  difficulty  in  feeding  the 
wives  and  children  of  the  absent  soldiers. 

I  respectfully  submit,  sir,  that  these  horses  ought  not  to  be 
quartered  in  sections  where  they  will  cause  distress.  I  am 
now  purchasing  corn  at  State  expense  in  the  East  for  the 
relief  of  that  country.  I  would  suggest  that  horses  to  recruit 
be  sent  to  that  region  where  there  is  a  great  abundance  hkely 
to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  to  forage  under  the  pro- 
tection of  our  troops.  Earnestly  hoping  that  you  will  see 
proper  to  order  the  removal  of  these  horses,  I  remain, 

Most  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  YANCE. 
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Confederate  States  of  America, 
War  Department, 
RicliTnond^  Ya.^  March  1^  1863. 

Hh  Excellency^  Z.  B.  Yance, 

Go^icrnoT  of  North-Carolina^ 

Ealeigh,  N.  C: 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  22d  January,  in  relation 
to  the  oppressions  of  a  portion  of  the  8th  Ya.  Cavalry,  at 
Wilkesboro'.  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  reports  of 
Col.  Cook  and  Gen.  Jones,  to  whom  the  letter,  in  connection 
with  one  from  Col.  Wm.  M.  Barber,  was  referred. 

Yery  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Head-Quarters  8th  Ya.  Cavalry, 
Camp  Near  Central  Depot,  Ya., 
February  3,'  1S63. 

Major  General^  S.  Jones  : 

General:  I  received  a  communication  to-day  from  youi 
office,  signed  by  Col.  Wm.  M.  Barber,  making  complaints 
about  certain  impressments  of  forage,  made  for  horses  ol'  this 
Reffimont  now  in  North-Carolina. 

Col.  Corns  is  absent  on  leave,  and  as  I  am  in  command  of 
the  Regiment,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  there  is  a  let- 
ter in  this  office  from  the  agent,  (Serg't  J.  C.  Hale,)  in  which 
he  states  that  he  has  impressed  forage  from  hut  tioo  •men  in 
North-Carolina^  and  that  these  men  were  speculators,  and 
were  unwilling  to  sell  grain  to  the  government  at  any  price. 
The  truth  of  the  statement  in  that  letter  is  vouched  for,  and  it 
is  signed  by  R.  W.  Smith,  Sheriff  of  Wilkes  County,  and 
James  Calloway,  Counsellor. 
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The  horses  were  sent  to  Nortli-Carolina  by  order  of  Gen, 
-A.  G.  Jenkins,  because  they  conld  not  be  fed  in  tliis  coun- 
ty;  but  Gen.  Jenkins  did  not  order  tliat  impressments 
should  be  made.  Serg-'t  Hale  (the  agent)  is  here  now  and 
states  that  he  made  contracts  with  one  or  two  men  for  their 
grain,  who,  when  he  offered  to  pay  them,  refused  to  take 
Confederate  money ^  but  he  held  theni  to  their  contracts, 
which  he  did  not  consider  impressing.  He  further  states 
that  if  he  had  North- Carolina  8tate  money  he  coiddhuy  as 
much  forage  as  necessary  vnihout  making  impressments, — 
Since  the  communication  alhi<ied  to  was  written,  the  horses 
alluded  to  have  been  removed  to  another  part  of  the  State. 

I  do  not  know  what  orders  were  given  to  Serg't  Hale  by 
Col.  Corns,  as  I  was  not  with  the  Regiment  at  the  time. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  A.  F.  COOK, 

Lt.  Col.  Comd\j  %th  Va.  Gavcivry, 

Endorsement  on  the  foregoing  : 

Head- Quarters  DErASTMENT  W.  Ya., 
Dublin,    February  28,  1863. 

Hospectfully  forwarded  to  Secretary  of  War,  with  J.  C„ 
Hale's  statement  in  explanation  of  the  matterj  complained 
•of  in  Col.  AY.  M.  Barber's  letter  of  the  3 Lst  Dec.  last,  and 
Gov.  Yance's  letter  of  the  22d  ult.,  wliich  are  also  returned. 

The  matter  complained  of  was  brought  to  m}^  notice  before 
the  receipt  of  the  two  last  mentioned  letters.  I  had  never 
authorized  impressment  in  N"orth-Carolina,  and  on  hearing  of 
the  cases  complained  of,  I  positively  prohibited  impressment 
of  forage  in  that  State,  and  the  horses  (which  were  sent  at 
the  suggestion  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  North-Carolina) 
w^ere  removed  some  sixty  miles  away  from  the  county  of 
Wilkes  to  S.  W. 

I  am  informed  that  the  men  of  large  estates,  who  have  an 
abundance  of  corn,    are   the  only  men  who  object  to  selling 

4: 
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to  the  Governmenl.  They  will  not  take  Confederate  money, 
either  I'rom  the  government  or  from  the  families  of  absent 
soldiers  who  are  in  want.  The  families  of  soldiers  complain 
that  their  more  wealthy  neighbors  w^ill  not  sell  to  them  and 
openly  express  the  wish  that  the  government  would  send 
horses  enough  to  eat  up  all  the  forage  belonging  to  men  of 
wealth,  who  openly  express  a  wish  to  return  to  the  old  Union 
and  will  not  receive  Confederate  money. 

(Signed)  SAM'L  JOjSTES, 

Major  General. 


SxirrE  OF  Xorth- Carolina, 

Executive  Department, 
Raleigh^  Feb.  25,  1863. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sir; — I  had  the  honor  some  three  w^eek?  or  a  month  ago 
to  address  you,  respectfullj^  asking  the  removal  of  a  lot 
of  broken  down  Cavalry  horses  from  the  north-western  coun- 
tijs  of  this  State,  of  Gen.  Jenkins'  command,  which  were 
devouring  the  substance  of  a  people  threatened  with  famine. 
I  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  a  reply  to  that  letter. 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  their  depredations  are  still 
continued,  and  that  they  have  become  ngt  only  a  nuisance, 
but  a  terror  to  the  community,  and  to  enclose  you  a  letter 
from  Col.  Falkner,  of  the  73d  1^.  C.  Militia,  giving  evidence 
of  their  behaviour.  With  every  possible  disposition  to  aid 
in  the  support  of  the  army,  I  have  the  strongest  reasons  con- 
.ceivable — the  existence  of  my  own  people — for  declining  to 
permit  these  horses  to  remain  in  that  section  of  the  State. 
Where  the  question  of  starvation  is  narrowed  down  to  women 
and  children  on  the  one  side  and  some  worthless  Cavalry 
Jborses  on  the  other,  I  can  j^ave  no  difficulty  in  making  a 
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C'loi-ee.  Unless  they  :are  removed  soon,  I  shall  be  nnder  the 
painful  necessity  of  calling  out  the  nailitia  of  the  adjoining 
counties  and  driving  them  from  the  State.  I  hope,  however, 
to  be  spared  such  a  proceeding. 

Yery  respectfully,  \ 

Your  obt.  servant, 
(Signed)  Z.  B.  YANCE. 


Confederate  States  of  America, 
War  Department, 
Richmond  Va,,  If  arch  fl,  1863. 

His  Excellency^  Z.  B.  Yance, 

Governor  qf  North- Car olin<i: 

Sir: — I  regret  to  learn  from  your  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo 
that  such  serious  opposition  is  entertained  by  you  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  horses  of  a  portion  of  Gen.  Jenkins'  com- 
mand in  the  western  counties  of  Korth-Carolina.  I  had  com- 
mended your  previous  letter  to  the  attention  of  the  General 
•commanding  that  Department,  with  the  hope  that  the  evil 
complained  of  would  be  enquired  into,  and,  if  found  remedi- 
able, would  be  corrected.  Doubtless  it  has  been  continued 
only  from  the  necessity  of  the  case.  The  truth  is,  that  the 
large  number  of  Cavalry  in  the  mountainous  regions  of  East 
Tennessee  and  Yirginia  could  not  be  subsisted  there  during 
the  winter,  and  it  was  deemed  imperatively  necessary  that 
most  of  the  men  should  be  dismounted,  and  the  horses  sent 
to  more  distant  regions,  less  exhausted  by  being  ravaged  or 
drained  by  the  struggling  armies  for  subsistence  and  prep  i- 
ration  for  the  approaching  campaign.  It  was  supposed,  and 
indeed  strongly  represented,  that  the  counties  on  the  eastern 
slopes  of  the  mountains  in  ^N^orth-Carolina  would  afford  abun- 
dant supplies  and  early  pasturage  for  them,  and  that  beneiit 
would  result  from  sending  th<em  there,  not  only  to  the  horses 
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but  to  the  people  around,  in  aftording  them  a  market  for  their 
surplus  grain  and  forage.     Only  a  moderate  number,  how- 
ever, were  sent  there,  and  more  were  scattered  about  in  the 
various  more  distant  counties  of  Virginia,  along  the  valley 
and  mountain  districts.     Complaints  similar  to  those  address- 
ed to  you  have  come  up  from  various  counties  of  this  State 
where  they  have  been  collected,  for  the  products  of  the  last 
season  were  scant  almost  everywhere,  and  some  irregulari- 
ties are  but  too  apt  to  occur  with  the  rather  irregular  and  par- 
tially disciplined  Cavalrymen  sent  with  the  horses.     But  our 
authorities  have  been  content  with  the  effort  to  redress  them 
by  appeal  to  the  Officers  or  the  Commanding  Generals,  and  no 
effort  has  been  made  or  intimated  of  a  purpose  to  expel  them 
by  force.     They  are,  it  will  be   recollected,  not  as   your  Ex- 
cellency supposes^  broken  down  horses,  nor  can  they  be  con- 
sidered as  Virginia  Cavalry,  though   lately  engaged  in  that 
State.     They  are  horses  of  the   Cavalry  of  the  Confederate 
States,  engaged  for  the  common   defence  as  well  of  North- 
Carolina  as  every  other  State,  and  placed  where  they  arc  to 
preserve  them  in  a  state  of  efficiency  for  our  further  strug- 
gles in  a  common  cause.     I  trust,  therefore,  your  Excellencv 
will  forbear  from  any  forcible  expulsion  of  them,  should  their 
still  longer  stay  be  deemed  indispensable.     Your  letter,  how- 
ever shall  be  sent  to  the  General   commanding  the  Depart- 
ment whence  these  horses  were  sent,  and  his  attention  espe- 
cially invoked  to  your  remonstrances. 
With  high  esteem, 

Very  truly  yours, 

JAMLS  A.  SEDDOX, 

Secretary  of  War, 
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State  of  I^orth-Caeolina, 
Executive  Department, 
lialeigh,  March  21,  1863. 

Hon.  Jas.  a.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sm: — Yours  of  the  7th  iDst.,  enclosing  letters  from  Lieut. 
Col.  Cook  and  Gen.  Jones,  in  relation  to  impressment  of  for- 
age by  a  detachment  of  Gen.  Jenkins'  Cavalry,  has  been  re- 
ceived. I  am  sorry  to  see  that  the  charge  of  impressment  is 
denied  upon  the  authority  of  ''  Sergt.  Hale."  The  concur- 
rent testimony  of  the  citizens  of  about  twenty  counties,  with 
at  least  fifty  letters  to  that  effect  in  my  ofiice,  would  seem  to 
be  sufficient  to  establish  a  fact  of  general  notoriety.  These 
men  were  in  several  detachments  operating  in  as  many  dif- 
ferent counties,  and  Sergt.  Hale  hardly  could  know  what 
they  were  all  doing  at  the  sa,me  time.  Their  method  was  to 
go  to  a  farmer^s  house  and  tell  him  they  wanted  corn  at  $1  50 
per  bushel,  and  if  he  did  not  sell,  they  would  tahe  it.  In 
some  instances  their  Quarter  Masters  attended  public  sales, 
and  publicly  notilied  the  assemblage  (most  of  them  families 
of  absent  soldiers)  that  they  need  not  bid  for  the  corn,  that 
they  were  determined  to  have  it !  Yielding  when  resistance 
would  have  been  useless,  they  (the  Cavalry)  took  the  corn  at 
such  prices  as  they  saw  proper  to  pay — and  this  is  not  im- 
pressment! I  beg  leave  also  to  assure  you  that  the  imputa- 
tions indulged  in  by  Gen.  Jones  and  Lt.  Col.  Cook  against 
the  loyalty  of  the  people  of  that  region  (I  suppose  also  oh 
the  authority  of  Sergt.  Hale)  are  entirely  without  foundation 
in  fact.  The  refusal  to  take  Confederate  money  (if  such  was 
the  case)  originated  solely  in  the  fact  that  they  did  not  have 
the  corn  to  sell.  Neither  ISTcrth-Carolina  money  or  gold 
eould  buy  an  article  which  was  not  in  the  country.  That 
country,  to  my  personal  knowledge,  may  safely  challenge  any 
similar  region  in  the  South  to  show  a  better  muster  roll  in 
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the  army.  But  that  is  not  the  matter  at  issue.  I  complain 
that  a  large  body  of  broken  down  Cavalry  horses  are  in 
North-Carolina,  eating  np  the  substance  ot  the  people  in  a 
region  desolated  by  drouth  and  reduced  to  the  verge  of  star- 
vatioii,  impressing  it  at  prices  about  one-half  the  market 
rates — the  people  or  the  horses  must  suifer.  I  ask  for  the 
removal  of  the  horses.  It  is  denied  or  refused.  That  is  the 
question.  I  beg  leave  to  disabuse  your  mind  of  the  impres- 
sion vrhich  it  seems  to  entertain,  that  I  object  to  these  im- 
pressments because  they  were  for  Virginia  Cavalry.  By  no 
means.  I  did  not  term  them  such,  at  least  did  not  so  intend 
to  term  them.  I  have  no  prejudice  against  the  troops  from 
any  State  engaged  iu  defending  the  common  cause.  But  I 
am  unwilling  to  see  the  corn  taken  from  the  mouths  of  women 
and  children  for  the  use  of  any  troops,  when  these  troops 
might  be  easily  removed  to  regions  where  there  is  corn  to 
sell.  And  I  earnestly  request  once  more  that  they  may  be 
so  removed. 

Yery  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  Z.  B.  YANCE. 


'  Confederate  States  of  AMEEicAy 

War  Department, 
liicJmiond  Fa.,  April  8,  1363. 

His  Excellency^  Z.  B.  Yance, 

Governor  of  North-Carolina^ 

Ealeigh,  K  C, : 

• 

Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  an  extract  from  a  letter 
of  Gen.  Sam.  Jones,  to  whom  I  referred  your  Excellency'^ 
communication  of  the  21st  ult.    I  trust  it  will  be  your  pleas- 
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ure  to  comply  with  the  suggestion  ot  Gen.  Jones,  in  view  of 
the  facts  presented. 

With  high  regard, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of   W^ar. 


Head  Qes.  Dept.  W.  Ya. 

DuUin,  April  2,  1863. 

Ucm,  James  A.  Seddox, 

Secretary  of  War: 

^  *  *  *  * 

Sir  : — 1  desire  to  say  that  it  is  impracticable  to  forage  them 
in  this  Department  at  present,  I  hope  very  soon  to  receive  a 
supply  of  corn  from  Georgia,  and  when  that  is  received,  I 
can  bring  the  horses  within  my  Department,  and  perhaps 
send  them  to  forage  in  a  part  of  the  country  now  occupied 
by  the  enemy.  If  Gov.  Yance  will  bear  with  me  a  few 
weeks  longer,  I  can  relieve  his  State  of  the  horses  without 
injury  to  the  service.  If  the  horses  are  brought  into  Yirginia 
now,  they  will  probably  starve.  If  they  are  sent  further 
South  they  would  prubably  have  tu  go  to  Georgia  before  for- 
age could  be  found  in  ahuudaiioe.  and  by  the  time  they  could 
reach  that  country,  I  should  want  them  to  start  back  to  Yir- 
ginia to  enter  on  active  service.  I  therefore  respectfully  sug- 
gest that  the  horses  be  allowed  to  remain  a  few  weeks,  not 
more  than  two  or  three,  where  they  are. 


■Tf 


* 


With  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  SAM.  JONES, 

Maj.  General, 
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State  of  North-Carolina, 
Executive  Department, 
Haleigh,  April  22,  1863. 

lion.  J.  A.  Seddon, 

8ecretary  of  War  i 

Sir: — I  beg  leave  to  ask  your  interference  in  regard  to 
some  irregularities  connected  with  the  execui^ion  of  the  act 
of  conscription  in  this  State.  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  Com- 
manding this  Department,  in  his  very  commendable  zeal  to 
fill  up  the  ranks  of  our  army,  has  virtually  superseded  the 
enrollfng  officers.  Numerous  complaints  are  made  to  me 
that  he  arrests  men  and  sends  them  direct  to  the  army,  with- 
out allowing  the  proper  officers  to  pass  upon  their  claims  to 
exemption,  as  required  by  the  act  itself,  and  the  regulations 
of  the  Department  thereon. 

Tn  other  instances  it  is  complained  that  the  exemptions 
furnished  by  Col.  Mallett  and  his  subordinates  have  been  dis- 
regarded, and  the  men  forced  into  service  notwithstanding. 
As  a  matter  coming  within  my  own  knowledge,  I  also  beg 
liBave  to  say  that  a  number  of  men  have  been  seized  by  Gen. 
Hill  and  conscribed,  who  were  members  of  a  State  battalion 
raised  lender  an  act  of  Congress,  by  volunteers  from  counties 
witMn  or  tieaf  the  enemy's  line,  where  the  enrol.ing  officers 
could  not  go  to  do  their  dnty.  I  respectfully  ask  that  these 
men  should  be  returned  to  Captain  Whitford,  who  commands 
the  battalion,  and  as  for  other  irregularities  complained  of, 
I  am  clearly  of  opinion,  and  eo  reoiuest,-  that  the  best  way 
would  be  to  comply  with  the  law  atrietly  in  all  respects — that 
all  conscripts  should  pass  through  the  hands  of  the  proper 
enrolling  officers  alone,  and  the  military  authorities  should 
not  be  permitted  to  interfere  wnth  their  duties,  except  simply 
to  render  aid  w^hen  required  in  making  arrests.  This  course 
would,  I  am   conlident,  give  greater  satisfaction,  be  much 
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better  for  the  public  good,  and  is  besides  what  we  are  enti- 
tled to  at  the  hands  of  the  government. 

Yerj  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed]  Z.  B.  YAXCE.    j 


State  of  Kokth-Caeolixa, 

Executive  Department, 
Raleigh,  Deo.  21,1863. 

Hon.  Jas.  a.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Dear  Sir  :  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  an  evil  which 
is  inflicting  great  distress  upon  the  people  of  this  Stdte  and 
contributing  largely  to  the  public  discontent.  I  allude  to 
illegal  seizures  of  property  and  other  depredations  of  an  out- 
rageous character  by  detached  bands  of  troops,  chiefly  cav- 
alry. The  Department,  I  am  sure,  can  have  no  idea  of  the 
extent  and  character  of  this  evil.  It  is  enough  in  many  cases 
to  breed  a  rebellion  in  a  loyal  county  against  the  Confederacy, 
and  has  actually  been  the  cause  of  much  alienation  of  feeling 
in  many  parts  of  North-Carolina.  It  is  not  my  purpose  now 
to  give  instances  and  call  for  punishment  of  the  oflenders — 
that  I  do  to  their  commanding  officers — but  to  ask  if  some 
order  or  regulation  cannot  be  made  for  the  government  of 
troops  on  detached  service,  the  severe  and  unflinching  exe- 
cution of  which  might  not  check  this  stealing,  pilfering,  burn- 
ing and  sometimes  murderous  conduct.  I  give  3^ou  my  word 
that  in  North-Carolina  it  has  become  a  grievance,  damnable 
andnot  to  be  borne.  If  God  Almighty  had  yet  in  store 
another  plague,  worse  than  all  others,  which  he  intended  to 
have  let  loose  on  the  Egyptians  in  case  Fharoah  still  hardened 
his  heart,  I  am  sure  it  must  have  been  a  regiment  or  so  of 
half  armed,  half  disciplined  Confederate  cavalry  !     Had  they 
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been  turned  loose  among  Pharoah's  subjects,  with  or  without 
an  impressment  law,  he  would  have  become  so  sensible  of  the 
anger  of  God  that  he  never  would  have  followed  the  children 
of  Israel  to  the  Ked  Sea! — No,  sir,  not  an  inch  ! !  Cannot 
officers  be  reduced  to  the  ranks  for  permitting  this  ?  Cannot 
a  few  men  be  shot  for  perpetrating  these  outrages,  as  an 
example  ?  Unless  something  can  be  done  I  shall  be  com- 
pelled in  some  sections  to  call  out  my  militia  and  levy  actual 
war  against  them.  I  beg  your  early  and  earnest  attention 
to  this  matter. 

Yery  respectfully  yours, 
(Signed)  Z.  B.  YANCE. 


Confederate  States  of  America, 
War  Department, 
Richmond^   Va.,  Jan,  11,  1864. 

His  Excellency^  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Governor  (f  North-  Carolina : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  21st  ult,  and  regret  exceedingly  that  the  citizens 
of  North- Carolina  have  been  subjected  to  any  annoyance  by 
the  ill  conduct  of  Confederate  Cavalry.  It  has  been  the 
effort  of  this  Department  to  restrain  all  troops  in  service 
within  proper  limits  of  military  discipline;  and  the  uniform 
practice  is,  when  outrages  perpetrated  by  them  have  been 
reported,  to  require  a  prompt  investigation,  with  a  view  to 
bring  the  perpetrators  before  a  court  under  proper  charges 
and  specifications.  As  your  communication  is  general  in  its 
terms,  and  does  not  implicate- any  officer  or  command  by 
name,  that  rule  cannot  be  enforced  in  the  grievances  you 
mention.  It  is  beheved,  the  Articles  of  War,  and  the  Kegu- 
lations,  and  General  Orders  from  the  Adj't  and  Insp'r  GenlV 
Office,  are  sufficient  to  restrain  troops  from  committing  dep- 
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redations  upon  property  and  outraging  the  rights  of  citizens 
of  the  Confederacy.  The  32d  Article  of  War  punishes  any 
officer  who,  upon  complaint  made  to  him,  "refuses  or  omits 
to  see  justice  done  to  the  offender  or  offenders  and  reparation 
made  to  the  party  or  parties  injured,  as  far  as  part  of  the 
offenders  pay  shall  enable  him  or  them,  by  cashiering  or 
otherwise  as  a  Court  Martial  shall  direct."  And  the  Regula- 
tion for  the  government  of  the  Army  and  General  Orders 
are  in  accordance  with  the  Articles  of  War  cited.  Any  fur- 
ther orders  relating  to  the  subject  would  seem  to  be  super- 
rogatory,  since  they  could  not  more  emphatically  forbid  or 
punish  disorders  and  outrages  committed  by  troops.  Of 
course,  if  the  crime  committed  be  cognizable  by  a  civil 
tribunal,  the  offender  is  subject  to  the  demand  of  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  State  where  the  act  is  done. 

It  is  suggested  when  depredations  are  committed  by  troops 
of  the    Confederacy,    that   the   names  of  the   perpetrators, 
designating  the  commands  to  which  they  belong,  be  commu- 
nicated to  this  Department  that  they  may  be  brought  to  trial. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  , 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War, 


State  of  North- Cakolina^ 

Executive  Department, 
Raleigh,  Dec.  29, 1863, 

Hon,  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

Dear  Sir: — I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  to  yon 
certain  Eesolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State, 
passed  at  the  recent  extra  session,  upon  the  subject  of  illegal 
impressments  and  the  scarcity  of  provisions,  to  which  I  in- 
vite your  early  attention. 
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There  is  great  reason  to  believe  that  the  supply  of  pro- 
visions is  very  limited,  and  I  earnestly  request  that  the  gov- 
ernment will  impress  as  small  quantities  as  possible  within 
our  borders. 

Impressing  agents,  in  many  instances,  act  in  such  nranner 
as  to  create  great  dissatisfaction  among  our  people,  and  I  sin- 
cerely hope  that  you  will  look  to  their  conduct,  and  issue  such 
instructions  as  will  protect  citizens  from  illegal  and  unjust 
annoyance.  These  agents  sometimes  assume  the  riglit  to 
judge  of  the  quantity  which  the  citizen  needs  for  the  use  of 
his  family,  and  impress  what  they  regard  as  the  surplus,  thus 
leaving  him  without  an  adequate  supply.  This  crying  evil 
and  injustice  should  be  corrected  without  delay. 

Many  military  officers  also,  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  Con- 
gress, assume  the  right  of  impressment. 

This  evil  cannot  longer  be  tolerated,  and  1  invoke  your  aid 
in  its  suppression. 

With  sentiments  of  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  Z.  B.  YANCE. 


Confederate  States  of  America, 
War  Department, 
Ricltmond^  Va.,  January  4,  1864. 

His  Excellency^  Z.  B.  Yanoe, 

Governor  of  North-Carolina^ 

Kaleigh,  N".  C.,: 

Sir  :_Your  letter  of  the  29th  ult.,  with  the  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  Korth-Carohna  relative  to  impressments 
in  that  State  has  been  received. 

The  Department  has  taken  the  utmost  care  by  its  General 
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Orders,  and  bv  its  instnictioQS  in  writino^  and  otherwise,  to 
mitigate  as  far  as  practicable  the  evils  consequent  upon  the 
execution  of  the  law  relative  to  impressments.  These  orders 
provide  th:  t  "  necessary  supplies  which  any  person  may  have 
for  the  consumption  of  him&elf,  his  family,  employees,  slaves, 
or  to  carry  on  his  ordinary  mechanical,  manufacturing  or  ag- 
ricultural employments,  shall  not  be  impressed,  and,  until 
further  orders,  which  will  not  be  given  unless  under  impera- 
tive exigencies  for  the  supply  of  the  army,  not  to  impress 
necessaries  of  subsistence  to  man,  owned  by  producers  in 
transitu  to  market,  or  after  arrival  at  market,  nnless  retained 
an  nnreasonable  time  from  sale  to  consumers." 

The  Tth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  2Gth  March 
last,  which  has  been  published  as  a  part  of  the  instructions, 
requires  that  the  supplies  to  be  exempt  as  family  supplies 
shall  be  ascertained  by  appraisers,  and  that  the  judgment  of 
the  appraisers  is  to  be  conclusive  on  the  impressing  officer. 
Each  citizen  who  claims  to  hold  the  property  impressed  for* 
his  family  supply,  is  entitled  to  claim  the  benefit  of  an  ap- 
praisement, and  to  designate  one  of  the  appraisers,  who  shall 
act  with  an  appraiser  to  be  appointed  by  the  impressing  ofli- 
cer,  and  who  is  entitled  to  aid  in  the  selection  of  an  umpire, 
in  case  of  their  disagreement. 

The  Department  has  enjoined  upon  the  Commissary  De- 
partment, that  the  powers  entrusted  to  it  should  be  employed 
with  discrimination  and  care,  and  that  all  the  directions  ot 
the  act  of  Congress  and  of  this  Department  for  the  execu- 
tion of  the  act  should  be  scrupulously  fulfilled.  This  Depart- 
ment is  constantly  employed  in  correcting  irregularities  in 
the  execution  of  these  regulations,  and  the  11th  section  of 
the  act  furnishes  a  remedy  to  every  citizen  aggrieved. 

In  the  report  from  this  Department  which  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  Congress,  a  copy  of  which  is  sent  to  your  Excel- 
lency -with  this  letter,  you  will  find  a  statement  of  the  diffi- 
culties under  which  the  government  labors  in  providing  for 
the  subsistence  of  the  army,  and  how  much  of  the  evils  com- 
plained of  is  the  result  of  inexorable  necessity.     The  Depart- 
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ment  has  heretofore,  and  will  in  future  exert  itself  to  confine 
these  evils  within  the  exact  limits  ot  that  necessity. 
Yery  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War, 


State  of  Korth-Carolina, 

Executive  Department, 
Ealeigh,  Feb,  27,  186i. 


Ron.  Jas.  a.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War : 


Dear  Sir  :  Col.  C.  F.  M.  Garnett  Commissioner  of  Rail 
Roads,  has  served  a  notice  of  impressment  on  CoL  R.  H. 
Cowan,  President  of  the  "W.  C.  and  R.  Rail  Road,  in  this 
State,  for  the  purpose  of  seizing  ten  miles  of  the  iron  to  be 
applied  to  the  repairing  of  the  W.  and  Manchester  road. 
By  reference  to  certain  certificates  and  letters  placed  in  Col. 
Garuett's  hands,  you  will  see  that  great  objections  exist  to 
this  course  b}^  reason  of  the  vital  importance  of  this  road  to 
Wilmington  and  its  defence.  I  beg  to  add  my  own  testimo- 
ny in  corroboration  of  all  thus  said. 

Should  these  representations  prove  unavailing  to  prevent 
the  destruction  of  this  road,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  every 
pound  of  the  iron,  and  in  fact  the  entire  road,  is  mortgaged 
to  the  State  of  Korth-Carolina  for  money  due  it,  and  I  cannot 
consent  to  the  destruction  of  the  road  and  the  State's  secu- 
rity at  once,  until  I  am  satisfied  the  necessity  is  more  impera- 
tive than  it  now  appears  to  be. 

I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  a  copy  of  a  letter  enclosed; 
from  Col.  Cowan  on  this  subject. 

Yery  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  servant, 
(Signed)  Z.  B.  YAKCE. 
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Confederate  States  of  America, 
War  Department, 
Eichmond^  Va.,  March  IT,  1864:. 

His  Excellency^  Z.  B.  Yance, 

Governor  of  North- Oar ollna^ 

Raleigh,  K  C.,: 

Sib  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  27th  ult.,  and  regret 
to  find  there  is  any  opposition  to  the  appropriation  of  the  iron 
of  the  Wilmington,  Charlotte  and  Eutherford  Eailroad,  for 
the  use  of  the  Confederate  States.  The  removal  of  the  iron 
had  been  duly  considered  by  me,  and  I  should  not  have 
sanctioned  it  had  I  not  considered  its  use  on  other  roads 
of  moie  vital  importance  to  the  Confederacy. 

The  removal  of  the  iron  will  be  suspended  for  further  in- 
vestigation, but  there  are  other  roads  in  your  State  from 
which  eff(»rts  will  be  made  to  secure  iron,  and  I  hope  you 
will  give  all  the  aid  in  your  power  to  the  Confederate  Gov- 
ernment in  this  important  matter. 

My  information  derived  from  all  the  officers  having  control 
of  Railroad  transportation,  is,  that  the  condition  of  the  princi- 
pal roads  on  which  we  mainly  depend  for  our  supplies  is  very 
bad,  and  the  necessity  for  iron  to  repair  them  at  an  early  day 
is  imperative.  The  state  of  the  roads  is  daily  gro  vino-  worse 
and  their  wants  more  urgent. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  ob't  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDOIST, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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State  of  Xorth  Carolina, 
Executive  Department, 
Ealeigh,  Feb.  29,  1864. 

TuQ.O.    MoiMIXGER, 

Secretary  of  Treasury^ 

Richmond,  Ya.,: 

Dear  Sir  :  Upon  a  recent  visit  to  tlie  county  of  Wilkes,  in 
this  State,  I  was  informed  that  a  number  of  inoffensive  citi- 
zens in  that  and  the  adjacent  counties,  had  been  robbed  of 
their  property  and  effects  by  the  56th  Regt.  N.  G.  T..  em- 
ployed there  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  deserters.  It  has 
occurred  to  me  that  some  compensation  should  be  made  to 
these  people  for  the  losses  they  have  sustained,  in  many  cases 
a  large  part  of  their  property  having  been  taken  away.  And 
tl^e  mode  1  propose  is  to  appoint  a  Commissioner  or  Commis- 
sioners in  the  region  where  the  depradations  have  been  com- 
mitted, and  ascertain  the  loss  of  each  individual  and  credit 
the  amount  on  his  current  taxes.  Should  this  proposition 
meet  your  views  and  the  measure  be  carried  into  effect 
promptly,  I  feel  satisfied  it  will  go  far  to  compose  the  dissatis- 
faction of  my  people  who  have  suffered  so  severely  in  that 
section,  and  bring  to  the  support  of  the  government  a  large 
class  of  persons  who  think  and  feel  they  are  oat  of  the  pale 
of  its  protection. 

Your  early  consideration  of  this  measure  will  enable  me  to 
effect  much  in  the  restoration  of  confidence  amongst  the  peo- 
ple where  its  benefits  are  to  be  received. 

I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  ob't  servant, 
(Signed)  Z.  B.  YAN^CE. 
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Treasury  Department,  C.  S.  A., 
Eichmoiidy  March  8,  1864. 

Ills  Excellency^  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Governor  of  North- Carolina. 

Ealeigh,  JSl.  G..: 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  29th  ult.,  advising  of  certain  depre- 
dations upon  citizens  of  Wilkes  County,  by  Confederate 
soldiers,  and  proposing  a  remedy  tWefor  by  deductions  from 
the  tax,  &c.,  is  received  and  has  been  referred  to  the 
War  Department — the  matter  properly  belonging  to  that 
Department. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  servant, 

C.  G.  MEMMINGER, 
Secretary  of  Treasury, 


Confederate  States  of  America^ 
War  Department, 
Eichnond^  Va.,  March  8,  1864. 

His  Excellency^  Z,  B.  Vance, 

Go  cernor  of  Nor  th-  Carol  In  a  : 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  29th  ult.,  addressed  to  the  Secreta- 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  proposing  that  a  commissioner  be  ap- 
pointed to  enquire  of  the  depredations  commttted  by  the  56th 
Eegt.  of  the  North-Carolina  troops,  and  to  allow  the  amount 
of  loss  sustained  by  any  citizen  to  be  credited  on  the  claims 
of  the  Treasury  for  taxes,  has  been  referred  by  him  to  this 
department  "for  considerJition  and  reply."  The  only  reply 
this  department  can  make  is,  that  it  has  no  authoritv  to  com- 
ply  with  the  terms  of  the  proposition.  All  that  this  depart- 
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ment  can  do  is  to  direct  an  inquiry  to  be  made  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  tlie  persons  who  have  committed  the 
injuries  and  to  control  their  pay  and  allowances,  for  the 
purpose  of  affording  compensation,  if  they  belong  to  the 
service. 

Yery  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDOX, 
Secretary  of  War, 


State  of  Kokth-Carolina, 
Executive  Department, 
Baleigh^  March  21,  1864. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Dear  Sir  :  A  large  lot  of  Artillery  Horses,  from  Long- 
street's  army,  under  the  command  of  Lt.  J.  W.  Boon,  are 
now  in  Burke  County,  N.  C,  impressing  corn  and  eating  out 
the  country.  Large  sums  of  money  have  been  appropriated 
by  that  county  and  Agents  sent  to  South-Carolina,  to  buy 
corn  to  keep  the  poor  from  starvation.  If  these  men  and 
horses  remain  there,  actual  starvation  to  many  of  the  women 
and  children  must  ensue. 

Please  remove  them  South  to  where  corn  is  more  abundant. 

Yours,  most  respectfully, 
(Signed)  Z.  B.  VANCE. 


1864.]  Document  Ko.  1.  55 

Confederate  States  of  America, 
War  Department, 
Eichmond^  Va.,  March  26,  1864. 

His  Excellency^  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Governor  of  North- Carolina^ 

Ealeigh,  N.  C.,: 

Sir  :  I  regret  to  learn  from  your  letter  of  the  21st  inst,  of 
the  necessity  for  the  impressment  of  com  in  Burke  County, 
N.  C,  to  sustain  the  artillery  horses  of  Gen.  Longstreet's 
command,  and  that  such  impressments  may  cause  inconveni- 
ence and  perhaps  some  suftering  to  the  people  of  the  county. 
Oen.  Longstreet,  however,  I  know  from  recent  communica- 
tion with  his  chief  Quarter- Master,  has  directed  essential 
supplies  to  be  left  in  all  cases,  and  it  is  certain  that  the  artil- 
lery cannot  with  safety  be  removed  to  a  greater  distance. 
Some  compensation  for  the  loss,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  found  by 
the  people  of  the  county  in  the  reflection  that  to  the  pres- 
ence of  Gen.  Longstreet's  forces,  to  which  this  artillerv  is 
-essential,  is  due  their  piotection  from  greater  ills. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 
Seeretary  of  War, 


State  of  North-Carolina, 
Executive  Department^ 
Ealeigh^  April  18, 1864. 

His  Excellency,  Jefferson  Davis  : 

Sir  : — I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  an  entirely  re- 
liable source  in  Wilkes  county,  North-Carolina.  It  is  a  sam- 
ple of  many  I  am  daily  receiving,  and  about  which  I  have 
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lately  complained  to  the  Secretary  of  War  without  eifect. 
Is  it  strange  that  disaffection  to  the  government  should  be 
engendered  by  such  conduct? 

I  can  only  say,  sir,  that  if  no  steps  on  the  part  of  the  Con- 
federate  authorities  are  taken  to  protect  our  citizens  from  il- 
legal impressments  of  the  kind,  I  shall  be  compelled  to  take 
such  measures  myself  as  may  be  in  my  power  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  serv't, 

z.  B.  ya:n^ce. 


•*ftV- 


•MMf  vr^ 
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OFFICIAL  LETTEKS— CONSCEIPTIOK. 


State  of  IiTorth-Carolesta, 
Executive  Department, 
Raleigh,  Oct  10, 1862. 


Maj,  Mallett: 


Dear  Sir  : — Complaints  are  made  to  me  every  day  that  the 
men  are  not  allowed  to  select  their  regiments.  This  is  in 
violation  of  Gen.  Martin's  order  and  is  producing  the  great- 
est dissatisfaction.  I  thought  it  so  important  that  I  men- 
tioned the  matter  to  the  President  when  in  Richmond — he 
approved  the  suggestion  and  said  it  might  be  done. 

I  hope,  therefore,  you  will  do  so  in  future.  The  men 
come  up  relying  on  the  published  order  of  Gen.  Martin,  and 
it  is  an  outrage  to  deceive  them  in  this  way. 

I  desire  to  sustain  the  Confederate  Government  with  all 
my  power,  but  certainly  don't  intend  to  assist  it  in  duping  the 
soldiers  in  defiance  of  its  own  published  orders. 

Very  respectfully  yours,  d&c, 
(Signed)  Z.  B.  YANCE. 


Head- Quarters  Camp  Holmes, 

Oct,  10,  1862. 

To  His  Excellency,  Z.  B.  Yance, 

Governor  of  North- Carolina  : 

Governor  : — Your  letter  of  to-day,   to  Maj.  Mallett,  has 
been  handed  to  m^  as  commandant  of  the  Camp  in  his 
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absence.  In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a 
copy  of  telegram  received  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 
Oct.  3d,  which  directs  Major  Mallett  to  send  all  conscripts  to 
Gen.  French,  at  Petersburg,  to  fill  up  the  Brigades  from 
North- Carolina  under  his  command.  The  Commandant  of 
this  post  has  always  been  anxious  to  gratify  the  conscripts  by 
allowing  them  the  choice  of  regiments ;  but  in  some  instan- 
ces regiments  have  already  been  filled,  and  in  others  the 
authorities  have  deemed  it  of  the  highest  importance  to 
reinforce  with  conscripts  certain  regiments  first.  Such  seems 
at  present  to  be  the  case.  The  Secretary  deems  it  of  vital 
importance  to  strengthen  immediately  the  command  in  and 
Bear  Petersburg. 

The  conscripts  are  allowed  to  choose  any  regiment  in  Gen. 
French's  command,  and  as  the  Commandant  here  is  direc- 
ted to  send  all  to  that  command  for  the  present,  he  is  allow- 
ing the  men  choice  as  far  as  practicable. 

The  undersigned  feels  no  hesitation  in  expressing  the  great 
desire  of  Maj.  Mallett  to  send  the  men  to  the  regiments  to 
which  they  desire  to  be  assigned.  Many,  if  not  most  of  the 
men  express  themselves  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  choice  of 
^ome  regiment  in  this  command.  It  will  soon  be  filled  and 
we  can  resume  the  plan  of  sending  them  wherever  they 
desire,  provided  the  regiment  has  not  been  filled. 

Acknowledging  the  very  great  assistance  received  from 
your  Excellency  in  the  collection  of  conscripts,  and  hoping 
that  this  explanation  may  be  siiQicient,  or  that  the  matter 
can  be  satislactorily  arranged,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with 
much  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  ob't'serv't, 

JAS.  C.  McRAE, 
Capt  and  A,  A.  G.  ComoTg. 
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{Cojpy  of  Telegram.'] 

Richmond  Oct  3,  1862. 
Major  P.  Mallett  : 

Send  forward  your  conscripts  from  both  camps  as  rapidly 
as  possible  to  Gen.  French,  at  Petersburg,  to  be  placed  in 
Pettigrew  and  Daniel's  Brigades,  and  the  two  (?)  l^orth-Car- 
oliua  Regiments.  Mj  object  is  to  fill  them  immediately  to 
their  maximum. 

Acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  order  by  telegraph  and 
state  the  probable  number  you  can  send  on. 

(Signed)  GEO.  W.  RANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 


State  of  North- Carolina, 
Executive  Department, 
Raleigh,  Oct,  10,  1862. 

Hon.  G.  W.  Randolph, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Dear  Sir: — Allow  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  subject 
of  disposing  of  the  conscripts  in  this  State.  When  I  entered 
upon  the  duties  of  my  office,  1  found  the  thing  at  quite  a  low 
ebb — few  ever  coming  into  camp — and  Maj.  Mallett  found 
the  greatest  difficulty  in  hunting  them  up.  I  immediately 
took  the  matter  into  my  own  hands — issued  a  proclamation 
and  orders  to  my  Militia  officers  and  procured  Gen.  Martin 
to  issue  an  order  promising  them  all  that  they  might  clioose 
their  regiments  if  not  already  filled.  The  good  efi'ect  of  this 
was  instantly  manifest,  the  number  coming  in  was  trebled, 
and  a  cheerful  spirit  of  alacrity  prevailed  everywhere.  I 
mentioned  the  matter  to  the  President  in  your  presence  and 
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understood  it  to  be  approved  by  both,  and  3^et  on  nay  return 
home  I  find  Maj.  Mallett  has  received  orders  to  send  all  the 
conscripts  to  certain  brigades,  without  regard  to  their  wishes 
or  to  the  promises  made  them  by  a  Confederate  General. 
This  has  produced  the  greatest  dissatisfaction,  and  rightly  too. 
What  the  particular  exigencies  of  the  service  are  I  do  not 
know,  they  must  be  great  indeed  to  justify  bad  faith  towards 
the  soldiers  on  the  part  of  the  government.  If  such  is  to  be 
the  policy,  as  I  do  not  wish  to  become  a  party  to  such  trans- 
actions, I  shall  countermand  the  orders  issued  to  my  militia 
officers  and  turn  the  whole  over  again  to  Maj.  Mallett  and 
leave  him  to  hunt  up  the  conscripts  as  best  he  can. 

Allow  me  to  say  generally  that  I  think  the  Department 
commits  a  serious  error  in  declining  to  receive  the  advice  of 
any  body  save  the  General  in  command  of  the  department. 
With  the  management  of  the  army  proper  I  shall  of  course 
offer  no  advice,  not  pretending  to  be  a  military  man  ;  but  in 
regard  to  such  political  movements  as  secure  most  effectually 
the  support  of  the  people  in  tlie  execution  of  the  conscript 
law,  I  do  claim  that  I  ought  to  be  heard.  la  this  respect  I. 
might  safely  assert  of  myself  that  which  after  all  amounts  ta 
not  much,  that  I  know  more  than  all  the  West  Pointers  in 
the  service.  And  yet,  so  tar  as  I  am  aware,  no  one  sugges- 
tion of  mine  or  recommendation  has  received  the  appioval  of 
the  department.  So  be  it.  Though  the  responsibi  ity  rests 
not  with  me,  yet,  as  I  and  my  State  are  to  suffer  any  evil 
consequences  that  may  follow,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  write  you 
folly  and  frankly  in  regard  to  all  matters  affecting  North- 
Carolina. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  servant, 
(Signed)  Z.   B.  VAKCE. 
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State  of  North-Carolina, 

Executive  Department, 
Raleigh,  Oct.  25,  1862. 

His  Excellency s  President  Davis  : 

Dear  Sir: — When  in  Eichmond  I  bad  the  honor  to  call 
yonr  attention,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Randolph,  to  the  sub- 
ject of  allowing  the  conscripts  the  privilege  of  selecting  the 
regiments  to  which  they  should  go.  I  understood  you  and 
the  Secretary  both  to  assent  to  it  willingly. 

A  few  days  after  my  return  home,  therefore,  I  was  much 
surprised  and  grieved  to  find  an  order  coming  from  the  Sec- 
retary to  Major  Mallett  to  disregard  an  order  to  this  effect 
from  Brig.  Gen'l  Martin,  and  to  place  all  of  them  in  certain 
Brigades  under  Gen.  French.  1  immediately  addressed  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Eandolph  protesting  against  it,  and  giving  my 
reasons  for  so  doing.  To  this  letter,  after  the  lapse  of  two 
weeks,  I  have  received  no  reply.  Last  week  about  one  hun- 
dred men  w^ere  brought  into  camp  from  one  county  above, 
from  a  region  somewhat  lukewarm,  who  had  been  got  to 
come  cheerfully,  under  the  solemn  promise  made  them  by 
my  enrolling  officer  that  they  should  be  allowed  to  join  any 
regiment  they  desired,  according  to  the  published  order. 
Under  the  circumstances  Gen.  Martin  said  they  might  yet 
have  their  choice — started  them  accordingly,  and  wrote  to 
Gen.  French,  begging  his  consent  to  the  arrangement.  lie 
refused,  of  course,  and  according  to  a  note  received  from 
him,  the  men  were  stopped  at  Petersburg  and  distrtbuted 
equally  to  certain  regiments  as  quarter  master's  stores  or  any 
other  chattel  property,  alleging  that,  by  not  coming  in  sooner, 
they  had  forfeited  all  claims  to  consideration. 

Of  the  shortsightedness  and  inhumanity  of  this  harsh 
course  towards  our  people  I  shall  offer  no  comment.  I  wish 
not  only  to  ask  that  a  more  liberal  policy  may  be  adopted, 
but  to  make  it  the  occasion  of  informing  you  also  of  a  few 
things  of  a  political  nature,  which  you  ought  to  have. 
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The  people  of  this  State  have  ever  been  eminently  con- 
servative, and  jealous  of  their  political  rights.  The  transition 
from  their  former  opinions  anterior  to  our  troubles  to  a  state 
of  revolution  and  war,  was  a  sudden  and  very  extraordinary 
one.  Prior  to  Lincoln's  proclamation  the  election  of  dele- 
gates to  our  proposed  Convention  exhibited  a  popular  ma- 
jority of  upwards  of  30,000  against  secession  for  existing 
causes.  The  late  election,  after  sixteen  months  of  war  and 
membership  with  the  Confederacy,  show  conclusively  that 
the  original  advocates  of  secession  no  longer  hold  the  ear  of 
our  people.  Without  the  warm  and  ardent  support  of  the 
old  Union  men,  North-Carolina  could  not  so  promptly  and 
generously  have  been  brought  to  the  support  o:  the  seceding 
States,  and  without  that  same  influence  constantly  and  unre- 
mittingly given,  the  present  status  could  not  be  maintained 
forty-eight  hours.  These  are  facts,  I  allude  to  them,  not  to 
remind  you  of  my  heretofore  political  differences,  (which  I 
earnestly  hope  are  buried  in  the  graves  of  our  gallant  coun- 
trymen,) but  simply  to  give  you  information. 

The  corrollary  to  be  deduced  is  briefly  this:  that  the  opin- 
ions and  advice  of  the  old  Union  leaders  must  be  heeded 
with  regard  to  the  government  of  affairs  in  North-Carolina, 
or  the  worse  consequences  may  ensue.  I  am  candid  with 
you  for  th<  cause's  sake  I  believe  sir,  most  sincerely,  that 
the  conscript  law  could  not  have  been  executed  by  a  man  of 
different  antecedents,  without  outbreaks  among  our  people. 
And  now,  with  all  the  popularity  with  which  I  came  into  of- 
fice, it  will  be  exceedingly  difQcult  for  me  to  execute  it  under 
your  recent  call,  with  all  the  'assistance  you  can  afford  me. 
If,  on  the  contrary,  West  Point  Generals,  who  know  much 
less  of  human  nature  than  I  do  of  military  service,  are  to 
ride  rough-shod  over  the  people,  drag  them  from  their  homes, 
and  assign  them,  or  rather  consign  them  to  strange  regiments 
and  strange  commanders,  without  regard  to  their  wishes  or 
feelings,  I  must  be  compelled  to  decline  undertaking  a  task 
which  will  certainly  fail.  These  conscripts  are  entitled  to 
consideration.    They  comprise  a  number  of  the  best  men  in 
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their  communities,  whom  indispensable  business,  large  and 
helpless  families,  poverty  and  distress,  in  a  thousand  shapes, 
have  combined  to  keep  at  home  until  the  last  moment.  In 
spite  of  all  the  softening  I  could  give  to  the  law,  and  all  the 
appeals  that  could  be  made  to  their  patriotism,  much  discon- 
tent has  grown  up,  and  now  the  waters  of  insubordination 
begin  to  surge  more  angrily  than  ever,  as  the  extended  law 
goes  into  effect.  Many  openly  declare  they  want  not  another 
conscript  to  leave  the  State  until  provision  is  made  for  her 
own  defence.  Others  sav  it  will  not  leave  labor  sufficient  to 
support  the  women  and  children,  and  therefore  it  must  not 
be  executed.  Thousands  are  flying  from  our  eastern  coun- 
ties, with  their  slaves,  to  the  centre  and  west,  to  devour  the 
very  short  crops,  and  increase  the  prospect  of  starvation. 
Gov.  Letcher  is  threatening  to  deprive  the  State  of  a  contract 
we  have  for  procuring  salt  in  Virginia,  and  when  the  enemy 
secures  Wilmington  (which  he  no  doubt  will  do  when  the 
pestilence  abates)  we  shall  have  no  assurance  of  obtaining  it 
from  any  other  source,  hence  I  am  importuned  by  many  to 
defend  our  own  coast  myself.  You  see  the  difficulties  that 
beset  me.  But  through  them  all  I  have  endeavored  and  shall 
endeavor  to  hold  my  course  straight  forward  for  the  common 
good.  It  is  disheartening,  however,  to  find  that  I  am  thwart- 
ed in  so  small  a  matter  as  this,  which  is  yet  a  great  one  to 
the  conscript.  I  have  thus  spoken  candidly  and  explicitly. 
I  beg  that  you  will  not  in  any  matter  misunderstand  me,  or 
fail  to  appreciate  my  motives.  I  trust  that,  whether  on  the 
field  or  in  the  council,  I  have  established  my  claim  to  respect 
and  confidence.  I  can  do  much  towards  increasing  our  ar- 
mies, if  properly  aided  by  the  War  Department.  When  the 
sowing  of  the  wheat  crop  is  completed,  fifteen  or  twenty 
thousand  men  can  be  got  out  in  a  short  time,  especially  if  an 
assurance  can  be  given  that  an  adequate  proportion  will  be 
sent  to  the  defence  of  our  own  coast  and  sufifering  people. 
I  should  also  like  to  know  what  our  sister  States  ara  doing  in 
support  of  the  conscript  law,  as  a  very  general  impression 
prevails  that  this  State  is  doing  vastly  more  than  her  share. 
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A  course  of  justice  and-fair  treatment  will  do  more  than  all 
besides  in  bringing  our  entire  able  bodied  population  into 
the  field. 

Earnestly  trusting  that  my  representation  of  things  in 
North-Carolina  may  enable  you  to  do  that  which  is  for  the 
best  and  will  most  advance  the  great  cause  for  which  the  na- 
tion is  sufferhig  and  bleeding, 

I  remain,  with  the  highest  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  Z.  B.  YANCE. 


Richmond,  Nov,  1, 1862. 

To  his  Excellency^  Governor  Yance, 

Ealeigh,  K  C.,: 

Dear  Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  yours  of  the 
25th  ult.,  and  regret  the  disappointment  to  which  some  of 
the  recruits  of  North-Carolina  have  been  subjected.  I  con- 
cur with  you  as  to  the  policy  of  allowing  t-ie  conscripts,  as 
far  as  the  state  of  the  service  will  permit,  to  select  the  com- 
panies and  regiments  in  which  they  were  to  serve.  The 
rights  secured  by  law  to  the  volunteer  to  select  his  own  com- 
pany was  lost,  it  is  true,  by  enrolment;  but  the  policy  was 
so  obvious  of  associating  men  together  who  would  best  har- 
monize with  each  other,  that  it  was  my  purpose  to  continue 
the  privilege  beyond  the  limit  fixed  by  the  law. 

The  danger  to  the  coast  of  North-Carolina,  and  our  ina- 
bility to  draw  troops  from  the  array  of  N.  Yirginia,  rendered 
it  proper  that  the  greatest  exertion  should  be  made  immedi- 
ately to  fill  up  the  regiments  in  Gen.  French's  command ; 
but  this  did  not  interfere  with  allowing  the  conscripts  to  select 
among  those  regiments  the  one  to  which  they  would  be  as- 
signed, so  long  as  vacancies  existed  in  the  companies  chosen, 
and  that  I  expected  would  have  been  done.    I  will  send  your 


1854:.]  Document  Ko.  1.  65 

letter  to  the  War  Department  with. a  copy  of  this  reply  to 
you,  and  hope  for  the  futuro#,there  will  be  no  ground  for  dis- 
satisfactipDj  and  that  as  far  as  feasible  the  disappointments  to 
which  you  refer  may  be  corrected  by  transfer. 

I  feel  grateful  to  you  for  the  cordial  manner  in  which  you 
have  sustained  every  proposition  connected  with  the  public 
defence,  and  trust  that  there  will  always  be  such  co-intelli- 
gence and  accordance  as  will  enable  us  to  co-operate  for  the 
public  good. 

The  conscript  act  has  not  been  popular  anywhere  out  of 
the  army.  There,  as  you  are  aware,  it  serves  to  check  the 
discontent  which  resulted  from  retaining  the  twelve  months 
men  beyond  the  term  of  their  original  engagement,  and  was 
fairly  regarded  as  a  measure  equitably  to  distribute  the  bur- 
then of  public  defence ;  but  the  State  authorities  have  no- 
where offered  any  opposition  to  its  execution,  or  withheld 
their  aid,  except  in  the  State  of  Georgia*,  and  so  far  as  the 
Cadets  of  the  Military  Institute  are  concerned  in  the  State  of 
Yirgi  lia. 

1  shall  endeavor,  by  judicial  decision,  to  settle  the  ques- 
tions raised  in  those  two  States,  and  in  the  mean  time  have 
been  chejred  by  the  evidence  of  a  popular  sentiment  which 
supports  any  measure  necessary  to  protect  our  country  and 
secure  our  political  independence. 

Like  yourself,  I  have  hoped  that  the  party  distinctions 
which  existed  at  a  former  time  would  be  buried  in  the  graves 
of  the  gallant  men  who  have  fallen  in  the  defence  of  their 
birthright,  and  that  we  should  all,  as  a  band  of  brothers, 
strike  for  the  inheritance  our  fathers  left  us. 

With  sincere  regard,  I  am  yours  respectfully  and  truly. 

Yours, 

JEFFERSON  DAYIS. 
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State  of  Korth- Carolina, 

Executive  Department, 
Raleigh,  Nov,  12,  1862. 

Bh  Excellency,  President  Davis  : 

My  Dear  Sir  : — Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  read  the  enclo- 
sed letter  ?  It  is  from  a  highly  intelligent  and  patriotic  gentle- 
man in  the  mountains  of  North-Carolina  and  gives  a  touching 
description  of  things  in  that  region  about  which  I  spoke  to 
you  when  in  Richmond  in  regard  to  the  propriety  of  exemp- 
ting it  from  any  further  call. 

The  greater  portion  thereof  I  am  convinced  would  form  a 
proper  object  for  the  exercise  of  the  discretion  vested  in  you 
by  the  law.  Should  you  not  think  so,  I  would  be  glad  to  be 
allowed  the  privilege  of  receiving  all  such  as  organized  com- 
panies for  the  defence  of  our  coast  this  winter. 

Veiy  respectfully, 
(Signed)  Z.  B.  VANCE. 


Anj't  AND  Insp'r  Gen's  Office, 

Richniond,  Dec,  18,  18G2. 

To  His  Excellency,  Z.  B.  Yance, 

Governor  of  North- Carolina, 

Raleigh,  N.  C.,: 

Sir  : — The  pressure  of  public  business  has  prevented  an 
earlier  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  Sth  inst.,  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

The  Secretary  considers  that  he  has  no  power  under  the 
conscript  laws  to  comply  with  your  suggestions;  and  that  it 
would  be  better  if  the  conscripts  at  Raleigh  were  distributed 
among  the  North-Carolina  Regiments,  where  they  could 
render  efficient  service.    If  formed  into  a  separate  regiment, 
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they  would  only  have  the  vahie  of  new  levies^  which,  as  you 
know,  are  liable  to  lose  confidence  in  action. 

I  may  add  that  1  don't  see  where  Col.  Mallett  can  obtain 
trained  officers  for  a  regiment  of  conscripts — and  no  other 
officers  will  answer  ;  but  if  he  can  obtain  any  such,  it  would 
be  well  to  use  them  as  enrolling  officers,  and  thus  supply  his 
requisitions  upon  this  office. 

Under  all  the  circumstances,  it  has  been  considered  best  to 
refer  your  letter  to  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith,  to  carry  out  these 
suggestions  ;  and  he  has  accordingly  been  authorized  to  call 
on  Maj.  Mallett  for  conscripts  for  the  purpose  indicated. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 
Adft  and  Insjp,  Gen. 


Confederate  States  of  America, 
Executive  Department, 
Richmond,  Va.,  Feb,  12,  1863. 

His  Excellency^  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Governor  of  North- Carolina^ 

Raleigh,  JS".  0.,: 

Sir: — The  President  would  have  himself  replied  to  your 
letter  of  the  2d  inst.,  but  has  been,  for  several  days,  incapaci- 
tated for  business  by  illnes:?,  which  keeps  him  confined  to  his 
room. 

He  direcJts  me  to  express  his  happiness  upon  receivinii* 
your  expressions  of  confidence  in  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith,  and  of 
satisfaction  with  his  course  in  North-Carolina.  Gen.  Smith's 
return  to  his  Head  Quarters  in  this  City,  from  the  field,  was 
for  considerations  not  connected  with  any  dissatisfaction  on 
the  part  of  the  administralion,  nor  because  of  any  design  to 
remove  him  from  his  present  command. 
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Gen.  D.  H.  Hill  is  now  in  North-Carolina,  and  thongh  in 
ill  health,  it  is  hoped  that  he  will  be  able  to  serve  his  countrj 
in  a  command  in  jour  State.«^***^* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Governor, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

BURTON  N.  HAIIRISON, 

Private  Secretary. 


.  State  of  Noeth- Carolina, 
Executive  Department, 
Raleigh,  March  20,  1863. ' 

Col,  T.  P.  August, 

Commanding  Conscripts, 

Raleigh,  N.  C.,: 

Colonel: — I  desire  to  have  an  understanding  with  the 
War  Department  in  regard  to  the  conscription  of  State  offi- 
cers. Applications  are  made  to  me  almost  every  day  to  ap- 
ply for  the  exemption  or  detail  of  such  officers,  and  it  is  pro- 
per that  the  matter  should  be  defined.  Zealous  as  I  have 
been  and  continue  to  be  in  the  enforcement  of  this  law,  I 
cannot  permit  my  own  officers  to  be  conscribed.  The  ground 
I  shall  assume  is,  that  all  State  officers  and  employees  neces- 
^ry  to  the  operation  of  this  government — of  which  neces- 
sity I  must  judge — shall  not  be  interfered  with  by  the  enroll- 
ing officers,  and  any  attempt  to  arrest  such  men  will  be  re- 
sisted. 

This  I  deem  not  only  necessary  to  the  due  administration 
of  the  government,  but  due  to  the  rights  and  dignity  of  the 
sovereign  State  over  whose  destinies  I  have  the  honor  to  pre- 
side. If  not  authorized  to  decide  in  the  premises  yourself, 
I  respectfully  request  that  you  lay  the  matter  before  the  "War 
Department.  i^O-^.Ha 

t-.  Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
:  (Signed)  Z.  B.  VANCE. 
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N         Confederate  States  of  America, 
Bureau  of  Conscription, 
Eichmond,  Va.,  Mqrch  25,  1863. 

Ihs  Excellency^  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Governor  of  North- Carolina^ 

Ealeigh,  N.  C.,: 

Sir  :-— Your  letter  to  Col.  August  of  the  20th  inst.  has  beea 
referred  to  this  Bureau,  and  I  regret  that  circumstances  have 
arisen  impairing  that  harmony  necessary  for  a  proper  execu- 
tion of  the  law  of  conscription. 

So  far  from  opposition  we  have  calculated  on  your  assist- 
ance in  this  matter,  and  I  had  already  written  to  the  Com- 
mandant of  Conscripts  for  North-Carolirta,  "  that  whenever 
the  wishes  of  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  can  be  accorded 
with,  without  clear  infraction  of  law,  it  is  desirable  so  to  do." 
The  law  exempts  Judicial  and  Executive  officers  of  State 
governments,  except  those  liable  to  militia  duty.  This  you 
will  readily  perceive  must  be  the  rule  of  guidance  for  the 
agents  of  this  Bureau,  and  there  are  no  means  short  of  supver- 
natural  power  for  them  to  know,  outside  of  the  law,  of  such 
employees  your  Excellency  wishes  to  be  exempted.  Hence 
forbearance  is  respectfully  asked  until  reference  can  be  had 
with  this  Bureau,  with  which  you  are  cordially  invited  to 
correspond,  believing  that  between  us  of  the  same  State  no 
difference  can  occur  in  such  matters,  the  legality  of  which  is 
left  to  your  judgmei  t. 

Col.  Mallett  has  been  ordered  to  relieve  Col.  August  in  his 
district  as  Commandant  of  Conscripts  in  North-Carolina. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  RAINS, 
Brig.  General  and  SupL 


6 
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State  of  North-Carolina, 
Executive  Department, 
jRaleigh^  March  31,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen,  G.  J.  Eains, 

Bureau  of  Conscription, 

Hichmond,  Va.,: 

General  : — Your  letter  of  the  25th  inst.  is  to  hand,  asking 
my  "  forbearance  "  in  reference  to  the  conscription  of  certain 
officers,  and  inviting  my  correspondence  in  reference  thereto. 
I  avail  myself  of  that  invitation  to  make  myself  understood  in 
the  matter.  You  say  that  you  have  calculated  on  my  assis- 
tance instead  of  my  opposition  in  this  matter.  You  may  so 
•calculate  with  perfect  cotidence.  The  fact  that  the  Conscript 
ilaw  has  been  more  faithfully  executed  in  North- Carol  in  a  than 
In  any  other  State  in  the  Confederacy,  and  that  no  other 
Southern  Executive  (so  far  as  I  am  aware)  has  used  the  whole 
power  of  the  State  militia  to  execute  it,  might  be  taken  as  an 
-earnest  of  my  intention  to  sustain  the  Government,  so  far  as 
"it  may  be  rightfully  done.  But  I  cannot  go  beyond  this. 
Though  heretofore  I  have  not  belonged  to  that  class  of  politi- 
'cians  who  made  the  "  night  (and  day)  hideous  "  with  cries 
for  State  rights^  and  was  rather  accused  of  consolidation,  yet 
I  am  not  quite  willing  to  see  the  State  of  North-Carolina  in 
•effect  blotted  from  the  map  and  her  government  absolved  by 
the  conscription  of  her  officers.  The  clause  of  the  law  quoted 
by  you  can  easily  be  made  to  effect  that,  ior  the  militia  law 
of  the  State  expressly  provides  that  in  "case  of  invasion  or 
insurrection,  no  person  shall  be  exempt  from  duty,"  of  course 
then  eve'ry  person  is  liable  to  conscription.  The  Governor  is 
Commander-in-Chief  and  all  officers  of  the  militia  are  of 
course  liable  to  militia  duty  and  therefore  to  conscription 
also.  You  are  already  enrolling  our  magistrates  who  com- 
pose our  Courts  of  Pleas  and  Quarter  Sessions,  lav  our  taxes, 
assess  property  for  taxation,  provide  for  the  poor  and  preserve 
the  peace  generally,  and  with  them  their  executive  officers — 
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the  constables,  also  the  police  officers  of  our  cities  and  corpo- 
rations. Now,  sir,  after  these  and  the  militia  officers 
have  been  taken  by  the  Confederacy,  will  you  please 
to  inform  me  what  remains  of  the  boasted  sovereignty  of  the 
States  ?  Do  not  reply  by  saying  you  have  not  enrolled  the 
militia  officers — you  cliam  the  right  to  do  it  and  may  under- 
take it  ^t  any  time.  God  forbid  that  the  rights  and  honor 
and  the  existence  itself  of  the  State  should  rest  only  upon  the 
grace  and  mercy  of  a  Bureau  of  Conscription.  The  rights  of 
the  State  certainly  rest  upon  a  more  solid  basis  than  this. 
You  also  say  that  there  are  no  means  short  of  supernatural 
power  by  which  you  can  know  of  the  officers  and  employ eea 
of  the  State,  to  which  my  letter  to  Col.  August  referred  out- 
side of  the  law.  That  may  be.  In  fact  I  do  not  know  that  it 
is  required  of  you  to  know  what  officers  are  necessary  to  the 
ordinary  operations  of  the  State  government.  But  it  is  cer- 
tainly the  business  of  the  Chief  Magistrate-  of  the  State  to 
know,  and  it  is  especially  his  duty  under  the  constitution  to 
see  that  they  are  not  interferred  with  in  the  discharge  of  their 
appropriate  functions. 

I  cannot,  therefore,  recede  from  the  position  before  as- 
sumed, that  it  is  my  duty  to  resist  the  conscription  of  all  State 
officers  and  agents  whose  services  are  necessary  to  the  proper 
and  due  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  State,  and  of  vvhich 
necessity  her  authorities  must  of  course  be  the  judges. — 
Neither  can  the  claim,  plaiia  a»d  obvious  as  it  is,  be  permit- 
ted to  rest  upon  the  grace  of  Congress  as  exemplified  in  the 
Exemption  Bill,  or  the  discretion  and  good  will  of  those  en- 
trusted with  the  execution  of  the  law,  but  upon  those  high 
and  inalienable  rights  which  by  the  genius  of  our  govern- 
ment are  deemed  inherent  in  and  inseparable  from  the  sov- 
ereign character  of  the  State.  If  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Confederate  authorities  to  carry  the  execution  of  the  law  of 
conscription  beyond  this,  I  should  be  glad  to  be  so  informed 
at  as  early  a  day  as  possible.  This  -city  is  to  be  stripped  of 
its  police  officers  to-raorrow  and  the  magistrates  of  many  of 
tke  comaties  are  alrea<iy  ordered  into  camp^  and  I  desire  the 
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question  settled.  Assuring  you  of  my  desire  that  harmony 
inay  continue  to  exist  as  heretofore,  and  of  my  great  desire 
^0  assist  in  attaining  an  independence  by  any  possible  mean^ 
in  the  power  of  the  State  of  l^forth-Carolina  consistent  with 
the  preservation  of  liberty  itself, 

I  am,  General,  very  sincerely  and  respectfully,  yours. 


(Signed) 


Confederate  States  of  America ^ 
Bureau  of  Conscription, 
Bichmond,  Va.,  Sept.  11, 1863. 

Eis  Excellency,  Z.  B.  Yance, 

Govern&r  of  North-  Carolina  : 

Goternor:-!  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter 
of  the  31st  March  last,  and  to  explain  your  views  it  was  laid 

before  the  Secretary  of  War.  ,      ,      .  ,     .,, 

He  returned  it  to  me  with  remark  that  it  was  read  with 
pain  and  regret,  and  directs  me  to  say  that  the  only  question 
i3  whether  the  Conscription  Law  as  enacted  by  Congress  is 
to  be  executed  according  to  its  plain  import,  and  that  this 
Bureau  has  no  authority  to  modify  or  dispose  with,  nor  can 
it  recognize  such  right  or  discretion  in  State  authority. 

The  subject  is  now  in  abeyance  with  the  Honorable  Mem- 
bers  from  North-Carolina   of  both  Senate  and  House,  and  I 
think  some  modification  of  the  law  will  be  passed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Governor, 

Yery  respectfully, 

Your  most  ob't  servant, 

G.  J.  KAINS, 
Brig,  Gen.^  Swpt, 
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ttled.  Assuring  you  of  my  desire  that  harmony 
„e  to  exist  as  heretofore,  and  of  my  great  desire 
attaining  an  independence  by  any  possible  means 
er  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina  consistent  with 

ration  of  liberty  itself, 

.era.,  very  sincerely  and  respecH-ul^y  yours,^^^ 

(Signed) 


Confederate  States  of  America, 
Bureau  of  Conscription, 
Eichnond,  Va.,Sept.  11, 1863. 

lency,  Z.  B.  Yakce, 

Gcrverno)'  of  North- Carolina  : 

OR  •— I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter 
t  March  last,  and  to  er^plain  your  views  it  was  laid 
3  Secretary  of  War.  ^ 

irnpd  it  to  me  with  remark  that  it  was  read  with 
recrret,  and  directs  me  to  say  that  the  only  question 
r  the  Conscription  Law  as   enacted  by  Congress  is 
cuted  according  to  its  plain  import,   and  that  this 
as  no  authority  to  modify  or  dispose  with,  nor  can 
ize  such  right  or  discretion  in  State  Authority, 
bject  is  now  in  abeyance  with  the  Honorable  Mem- 
1  North-Carolina  of  both  Senate  and  House,  and  I 
ne^modification  of  the  law  will  be  passed, 
the  honor  to  be.  Governor, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  ob't  servant, 

G.  J.  EAINS, 
Brig,  Gen.^  Swpt. 
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State  of  Norte- Carolina, 
Executive  Department, 
Ealeigh,  March,  21,  1863, 

His  ExcMency^  President  Davis  : 

Sm : — I  have  this  day  addressed  a  Jetter  to  Oen.  Ra] 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  Conscription,  in  regard  to  the  enrolj 
of  certain  State  officers,  but  as  the  case  is  urgent  and 
assume  important  proportions,  I  have  thought  it  besti 
«,ddr^ss  you  directly  and  beg  your  attention  thereon  a 
early  a  moment  as  your  heavy  duties  may  permit. 

The  extreme  rigour,   and  I  am  proud  to   be  able  to 
^oodfaith^  with  which  the  conscript  law  has  been  execi 
in  Korth-Carolina,  has  stripped  it  so  bare  of  its  laboring 
official  population  as  t-o  render  its  further  operation  a  mj 
of  anxiety  in  various  respects.    In  addition  to  sweeping 
Harge  class  whose  kbor  was,  I  fear,  absolutely  necessa 
the  existence  of  the   women  and  children  left  behind 
hand  of  conscription  has  at  length  laid  hold  upon  a  ch 
officials  without  whose  aid  the  order  and  well-being  of  so 
could  not  be  preserved  nortiae  exe-cution  of  thelawsenfo 
and  whose  eonaeription   is  insulting  to  the  dignity  a 
certainly  a  violation  of  the  rights  and  sovereignty  < 
State.    Having  heretofore   exerted  the  utmost  powers 
which  I  am  ei^usted,  and  even  exceeded  them,  accord 
a  recent  decision  of  the  Chief  Ju^ice  of  the  State,  m  tb 
oution  of  this  law,  at  this  point  I  deem  it  my  duty  not  c 
pause,  bmt  to  protest  against  its  enforcement.    In  my  1< 
<Dren.  Rams  I  assumed  the  position  that  the  Confederate  i 
ities  should  not  conscribe  any  officers  or  ageaats  of  th* 
whose  services  were  necessary  to  the  due  administratioj 
government,  and  that  the  State  authorities — not  the  i 
■erate — must  judge  of  the  necessity.     In  this  class  I 
<5ertainly  place  Justices  of  the   Peace,   Constables,  i 
Police  organizations  of  our  towns  and  cities.    Then 
eo  attempt  made  to  arrest  the  officers  of  the  militia 


74:  BocTJMErrr  No.  1.  [Adj.  Session 

not  urge  as  to  them,  though  I  understand  the  right  is  claimed 
under  the  law  to  conscribe  them. 

The  exemption  bill  of  October  11th,  1862,  provides  that 
the  Executive  and  Judicial  officers  of  the  State  shall  be  ex- 
empted, except  such  as  may,  by  State  laws,  be  subject  to 
militia  duty.  This  would  render  every  able-bodied  man  in 
the  State  liable  to  conscription,  as  our  laws  expressly  provide 
that  in  cases  of  invasion  or  insurrection  no  pei'son  shall  be 
exempt  whatsoever.  If  this  construction  prevail  you  will  per- 
ceive that  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  War  Department  to  abol- 
ish the  State  Government  by  a  very  simple  process.  But, 
taking  it  for  granted  that  such  construction  is  not  intended, 
I  beg  leave  to  say  that  the  present  proceedings  of  the  Bureau 
go  very  far  toward  it.  I  need  not  inform  you  of  the  charac- 
ter and  duties  of  the  magistracy ;  you  cannot  but  be  aware 
of  their  importance.  I  will  only  say  in  brief  that  in  addition 
to  their  being  conservators  of  the  peace  generally,  they  con- 
stitute our  Courts  of  Pleas  and  Quarter  Sessions,  and  have 
jurisdiction  over  a  far  more  extensive  and,  in  many  respects, 
more  important  range  of  subjects  than  the  Superior  CourtSo 
In  fact  the  Superior  Courts  cannot  be  held  without  them. 
They  lay  more  than  half  the  taxes  of  the  State,  assess  all  the 
property  for  taxation,  provide  for  the  poor,  (now  a  doubly 
important  function,)  and,  in  many  cases,  the  law  requires  a 
certain  number  to  be  present  to  render  their  proceedings 
valid.  The  constable  is  the  sheriff  of  the  magistrate's  court 
and  as  absolutely  necessary  to  the  community  as  the  sheriff 
himself,  since  our  sheriff  can  be  compelled  to  execute  no 
process  except  those  addressed  to  him  by  a  Court  of  Record. 
It  is  no  answer  to  all  this  to  say  that  we  have  more  Justices 
than  are  actually  necessary,  and  that  some  might  be  dispensed 
with.  The  Legislature  of  the  sovereign  State  of  North-Caro- 
Hua  recommended  their  appointment  to  the  Executive  accor- 
ding to  the  forms  of  the  constitution,  and  it  is  to  be  presumed 
they  deemed  them  all  necessary,  and  no  one  has  the 
right  to  say  otherwise.  The  municipal  officers  present,  if 
possible,  a  still  stronger  case.    The  mayor  and  police  of  this 
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cxiy  have  been  enrolled  and  ordered  into  camp,  which  of 
course  abolishes  the  government  of  the  corporation  at  once, 
and  turns  over  the  inhabitants  to  a  state  of  lawlessness  and 
anarchy.  With  the  magistracy,  the  militia  and  the  municipal 
officers  of  our  incorporated  towns,  constables  and  such  like 
officers  of  the  State,  swept  into  a  camp  of  instruction,  lam  at 
a  loss  to  know  what  would  be  left  of  the  power  or  sovereignty 
of  this  State  or  any  other  ?  So  obvious  is  the  great  damage 
and  disparagement  which  this  lattitudinous  construction  of 
the  law  could  work  against  the  States,  that  I  cannot  believe 
its  framers  so  intended  it,  and,  with  all  due  respect,  I  doubt 
the  wisdom  and  policy  of  the  War  Department  in  urging  it 
so  far.  Having  made  no  question  of  its  constitutionality  and 
interposed  no  obstacle  to  its  faithful  execution,  but  on  the 
contrary  acquiesced  in  it  as  a  great  measure  of  necessity,  and 
assisted  with  zeal  in  its  enforcement,  I  am  content  now  to 
state  my  opinions  simply  upon  a  fair  construction  of  its  terms, 
and  I  am  quite  confident  that  your  sense  of  justice  will  not 
fail  to  perceive  the  weighty  reasons  of  comity,  policy  and 
respect  for  States'  rights,  the  great  elementary  doctrine  of 
our  revolution,  which  admonish  you  of  the  impropriety  of 
alarming  the  jealousy  of  the  States,  exciting  the  murmura  of 
the  people  and  crippling  the  security  of  the  government  by 
urging  a  few  officers,  who  could  do  little  towards  increasing 
the  ranks  and  officering  of  the  army,  but  who,  as  a  part  of 
the  government,  are  rleeme<1  necessary  at  home. 

Soliciting  again  your  earliest  convenient  answer,  and  beg- 
ging 3^ou  to  accept  assurances  of  my  highest  consideratioa 
and  esteem, 

I  am,  sir,  very  truly, 

Your  obt.  servant, 
(Signed)  Z.  B.  YAXCE. 
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State  of  North- Carolina, 
Executive  Department, 
Raleigh,  April  22,  1863. 

Gen,  D.  H.  Hill, 

Goldsboro',  N.  C.,: 

Dear  Sir  : — ^The  papers  in  relation  to  the  seizure  of  horses 
in  Moore  and  Randolph  by  Lieut.  Pugh,  has  been  received 
with  endorsements,  <fec.  ' 

Tlie  explanations  are  very  unsatisfactory  and  disingenuous. 
It  is  exceedingly  strange  that  15  or  20  horses  should  be  taken, 
and  the  officers  not  know  who  they  Were  taken  from  or  who 
they  belonged  to  \  This  being  so,  in  all  conscience  how  did 
he  know  them  to  be  disloyal.  What  right  had  Lieut.  Pugh 
f  o  plunder  the  citi2Jens  ?  By  whose  authority  did  he  under- 
take to  try  these  people  and  decide  upon  their  loyalty,  and 
proceed  to  confiscate  their  property  ?  And  more  especially, 
^ho  authorized  him  to  burn  the  still-houses  of  the  citizens? 
I  am  sure  1  did  not,  neither  did  Gen.  Silnith,  who  sent  him  to 
tne?  I  thint,  according  to' Ms  own  confessions,- he  has  made 
out  a  case  sufficient  for  Vxta  to  be  dismissed  the  service.  I 
don't  ask  this,  hoWeter,  but  only  that  the  horses  may  be  re- 
turned to  their  owners  or  paid  for.  I  have  no  right,  however^ 
to  waive  any  claim  which  these  men  may  have  against  the 
government  for  damages  for  their  houses  burnt. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


Conscript  Office, 
Camp  Holmes,  May  9,  1863. 

His  Excellency,  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Gotemor  of  North- Oar olina  : 

StR : — t  h^ve  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  copy  ot  in- 
fitructions  received  froni  the  Bureau  of  Conscription  thia 
tootniug. 
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His  Excellency's  attention  is  respectfully  invited  to  the 
same,  and  requested  to  furnish  this  office  with  a  list  of  such 
officers  as  he  may  claim  to  have  exempted  for  the  due  ad- 
ministration of  the  government  and  laws  thereof. 

1  have  also  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  his 
Excellency's  communication  of  the  7th  inst.  relative  to  the 
claims  of  conscripts  from  Henderson,  and  beg  respectfully  to 
inform  him  that  their  cases  have  had  my  attention— two  dis- 
charged and  one  allowed  a  furlough  of  30  days  to  present  his 
claim  to  the  Enrolling  Officer  of  his  district  in  proper  form. 
I  am,  Governor, 

With  high  regard. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

PETER  MALLETT,  Col., 
Comdt  of  Conscripts  for  N,  C. 


CONFEDERVTE   StATES   OF   AMERICA, 

Bureau  of  Conscription, 
Richmond^  Va.,  May  6, 1863. 

Col.  Petee  Mallett, 

Commandant  of  Conscripts, 

Raleigh,  K  C.,: 

Sir: — I  am  directed  by  the  Superintendent  to  inform  you 
that  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  May  1st,  1863,  exempts,  in 
addition  to  those  State  officers  already  exempted  by  law — 

"  All  State  officers  whom  the  Governor  of  any  State  may 
claim  to  have  exempted  for  the  due  administration  of  the 
government  and  laws  thereof;  but  this  exemption  shall  not 
continue  in  any  State  after  the  adjournment  of  the  next  regu- 
lar session  of  its  Legislature,  unless  such  Legislature  shall,  by 
law,  exempt  them  from  military  duty  in  the  Provisional  Army 
of  the  Confederate  States*'' 
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You  will  therefore  confer  with  the  Governor  of  North^ 
Carolina,  that  this  act  may  be  carried  into  effect. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant. 
(Signed)  THOMAS  GOLDTHWAITE, 

A.  A.  A.  a. 

[Official.] 

J.  0.  Peirck,  Adjutant, 
[For  the  Governor's  information.'] 


Conscript  Office, 
EaleigTi,  N.  (7.,  March  22,  1864. 

His  Excellency^  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Governor  tf  North-  Carolina : 

Kaleigh,  K.  C.,: 

Governor  : — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  the  communication  of  F.  E.  Shober,  in  relation  to  Davi( 
Mahaley,  of  Rowan  county,  referred  to  this  office  by  you. 

Mahaley  was  assigned  to  the  57th  !N".  C.  T.  before  it  was 
intimated  to  me  or  to  the  Comdt.  of  Camp  Holmes,  that  h( 
had  been  discharged  by  Judge  Pearson,  upon  "  writ  of  hak 
heas  corpus.'''*  No  such  writ  was  ever  served  upon  me,  norJ 
so  far  as  I  am  aware,  upon  any  of  my  officers.  An  applicaj 
tion  for  Mahaley's  discharge,  heretofore  made,  has  been  for] 
warded  to  the  Bureau  of  Conscription  for  action. 

I  beg  leave  to  den}'',  emphatically,  that  Mahaley  was  "hui 

ried  off"  to  the  army  with  "indecent  haste."     He  was  sent 

forward  in  regular  course  of  assignment.     There  is  no  truth 

whatever  in  the  statement  that  he  was  "hurried  off "  &c. 

Mr.  Shober's  is  respectfully  returned  herewith, 

I  am.  Governor, 

Yery  respectfnllv,  <fec., 
(Signed)  PETER  "MALLETT, 

Comdt  of  Cons,  N,  G. 
[Official.] 

E.  J.  Hardin,  Adjt. 
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State  of  North- Carolina, 
Executive  Department, 
Baleigh,  April  n,U6^. 

Hon,  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sir: — 1  beg  leave  again  to  call  your  earnest  attention  to 
the  importance  of  suspending  the  execution  of  tlie  conscript 
law  in  the  mountain  counties  of  Western  Korth-Carolina. 

They  are  filled  with  tories  and  deserters,  burning,  robbing 
and  murdering :  they  have  been  robbed  and  eaten  out  by 
Longstreet's  command,  and  have  lost  their  crops  by  being  in 
the  field  nearly  all  the  time  trying  to  drive  back  the  enemy. 
Now  that  Longstreet's  command  is  removed,  their  condition 
will  be  altogether  wretched,  and  hundreds  will  go  to  the  ene- 
[my  lor  protection  and  bread. 

:  .  Please  consider  their  condition,  and  relieve  them  if  possible.  ^ 

Yours,  &c.,  • 

(Signed)  -  Z.  B.  YANCE. 


Confederate  States  of  America, 
War  Department, 
Richmond^  Va.,  Ajyril  23, 1864:. 

Sis  Axcellenq/f  Z.  E.  Vance, 

Governor  of  North-Carolina^ 

Raleigh,  N.  C, : 

Sir: — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  11th  inst.  calling 
attention  to  the  importance  of  suspending  the  execution  of 
the  conscript  law  in  the  mountain  counties  of  Western  North- 
Carolina. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  grave  doubt  is  enter- 
tained by  the  Department  of  the  expediency  of  such  appa- 
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rent  yielding  to  tlie  disaffected  classes  whicli  are  said 
Excellency  to  exist  in  those  districts,  and  m  this 
President,  to  whom  your  communication  was  submit 
curs.  It  is  hoped  that  the  organization  of  the  Eeser^ 
will,  when  brought  into  unity  of  action  with  the  act: 
give  defence,  and,  without  interfering  with  agricul!, 
suits,  afford  a  source  of  security.  ^| 

Yery  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDD( 
Secretary^ 


State  of  North-Q 
Executive  Depa 
Raleigh^  April  16, 


Son.  Jas.  a.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Dear  Sir  :— Permit  me  to  express  the  hope  tM 
suspend,  for  the  present  at  least,  the  enrollment  at , 
tionof  the  State  Reserves  in  North-Carohna  frc 
and  from  45  to  50  years.    Their  enrollment  no^ 
present  prospect  of  their  being  called  to  the  fielc 
crops,  causes  the  most  general  consternation  anil 
have  no  hesitation  in  assuring  you  that  the  pai 
tion  even  of  these  men  from  their  crops  at  any  tii 
this  and  August  would  be  followed  by  the  most 
consequences.    In  addition  to   these  consideral 
leave  to  remind  you  that  the  authorities  of  this  , 
be  left  powerless,  without  the  shadow  of  a  milita 
tion  to  enforce  obedience   to  law  or  respect, 
second  class  militia,  as  most  of  the  ff^^^^'^^^ 
cannot  be  the  intention  of  the  Confederate  Go 

reduce  a  sovereign  State  to  this  dangerous  anc 
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,.  Such  a  course  would  be  utterly  «* -ar  ^th  the 
f  our  new  government,  and  repugnant  to  all  the  pro 
of  the  administration.  .     .     .,  „  i„,tor  nart  of 

^?;::^:^:^::e;f:rhV^:.:r,!rid 

StLyXra.  the^.«s^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Till  that  tune  I  -- y^^Jfth,  Home  Guards, 

.t  your  service,  in  case  of  emergency. 
Very  respectfully, 


(Signed) 


Your  ob't  servant, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


State  of  North-Carolina, 

Executive  Department, 
Jicdeigh,  May  11, 1864. 


»ETBE  MaLLETT, 

Comlg.  Conscripts  fm-  iV.  C.,. 


c    .    Your  favor  of  the  30tli  ult.  requiring  me  to 
AB  S^'-Yo"--  J^^^         ^.^g^3„t  classes  of  officers  I 

"  Cmit  from  conniption,  has,  in  consequence  of 
L  as  exempt  trom  f  ^^^^        received. 

^^:St  my  :Sm  S  exemptions  for  State  Officers  by 
Jt^  Assembly  passed  at  the  late  extra  session.    The 

'  r.\^  flip  list  embraced  in  that  act: 
is  cl  o    the  Peace  whose  appointment  were  maoc 
I  Justices  01  County  Trustees,  County  So- 

U  Ee'irs  Tax^S^^^^^^^    one  Deputy  Sheriff  in  each 
^rs,  Registers,  xd  Collectors,  Coroners,  Consta- 

^ty  where  '^'T^^^ZX^^^^^-  l^'^  M^^'  ^^''' 
Who  entered  mto  bonds  prej^o«  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^ 

Leir  successors  m  office,  one  yepmy 

ah-in-  it,  one  County  Commissioner  foi  each  conn  y 
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distributing  money  and  provisions  amongst  soldiers'  families. 
Agents  appointed  under  an  act  of  Assembly  for  any  duty, 
commissioned  officers  of  the  Militia  of  this  State  and  com- 
missioned officers  of  the  Home  Guard,  Mayors  and  Police  of 
Kaleigh,  Wilmington,  Salisbury,  Charlotte,  Fayetteville  and 
G-oldsboro\  Councillors  of  State,  Board  of  Internal  Improve- 
ments and  Literary  Board,  and  employees  of  the  State  gov- 
ernment in  the  different  Departments.  This  list  is  expressed 
to  be  in  addition  to  the  State  officers  exempted  by  the  act  of 
Congress  passed  October  11th,  1862,  who  are  of  course  now 
claimed  also. 

Yery  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  Z.  B.  VANCE. 
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OFFICIAL  LETTERS— EXECUTION   OF  THE  LAWS. 


State  of  North- Carolina, 

Executive  Departraent, 
Raleigh,  Nov,  11, 1862. 

His  Excellency,  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  of  the  Confederate  States : 

Dear  Sir: — By  the  recent  expedition  of  our  troops,  by 
the  order  of  Gen.  French,  into  Eastern  North-Carolina,  some 
forty  persons  were  arrested  on  suspicion  of  disloyalty  and 
sent  up  to  Salisbury  for  safe  keeping.  As  Governor  of  the 
State  of  which  they  are  citizens,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  see 
that  they  are  protected  in  whatever  rights  pertain  to  them. 
First  among  them  is  undeniably  the  right  of  a  trial  of  their 
alleged  offences.  A  number  of  others,  it  is  proper  to  state, 
have  been  there  in  confinement  for  some  time  past,  under 
isimiJar  circumstances.  I  shall  be  glad  to  know  what  disposi- 
tion is  to  be  made  of  them,  or  if  there  exists  any  grave  public 
reason  why  their  cases  should  not  be  investigated. 

Yery  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  serv't, 
(Signed)  Z.  B.  YANCE. 


He  AD- Q  UARTERS, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  JVov.  16,  1862. 

ISis  Excellency,  Z.  B.  Yance, 

Governor  of  North- Carolina : 

Governor: — Yonr  letter  to  the  President,  of  Nov.  llth^ 
has  been  referred  to  me,  in  which  you  represent  that  some 
arty  p arsons  were    arrested  in   the   Eastern  part  of  North- 
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Carolina  and  sent  to  Salisbury  for  confinement.  I  have 
invariably  instracted  officers  on  the  frontier  not  to  molest  any 
citizen  unless  they  had  positive  proof  of  his  having  committed 
offence  against  our  government,  or  violated  its  ordinances, 
and  this  because  I  found  it  resulted  in  no  good  ;  for  often — 
however  guilty — nothing  could  be  proved  against  them,  and 
when  liberated  they  went  home  more  embittered. 

Besides,  the  enemy  can  arrest  any  number  of  our  friends 
for  each  one  we  arrest,  and  it  cannot  be  prevented.  I  regret 
that  Col.  Radcliffe  should  have  brought  them  beyond  Tarboro'. 

I  will  write  to  Col.  Eadcliffe  to  have  him  make  out  char, 
ges  against  such  as  have  committed  offences,  and  that  the 
others,  at  least,  be  sent  back  under  guard  by  way  (»f  Golds- 
boro,  to  Greenville,  to  return  to  their  homes,  under  such 
obligations  as  you  may  impose  on  them.  These  obhgations 
will  readily  suggest  themselves  to  you. 

If,  however,  you  wish  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  them, 
then  I  will  instruct  the  commandant  of  the  post  of  Salisbury 
what  to  do  with  those  against  whom  no  charge  is  made. 
But  this  will  take  some  Httle  time. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

S.  G.  FRENCH, 
Maj.  Gen.  Com. 


State  of  North-Carolina, 
Executive  Department, 
lidleigh^  March  14,  1863. 

George  Y.  Strong, 

Attorney  for  the  District  of  North-Carolina : 

Dear  Sir  :— His  Excellency,  Gov.  Yance,  directs  me  to 
inform  you  that  Henry  Hanbury,  Green  Mason,  W.  Jackson, 
Josiah  Lufton,  Wm.  Hodges,  Charney  Kengen,  E.  H.  Ger- 
kins,  M.  L.  Strawsbury  or  Strasbury  and  W.  A.  Foreman  are 
now  confined  as  prisoners  at  Camp  Holmes. 
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It  is  due  the  public,  as  well  as  these  individuals,  that  th^ 
offences  with  which  they  are  charged  should  be  speedily 
investigated  in  order  that  they  may  be  retained  for  trial  if 
guilty  or  be  discharged  if  innocent. 

Unless  some  action  is  taken  in  the  matter  at  an  early  day, 
His  Excellency  will  deem  it  his  duty  to  have  them  discharged. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 
(Signed)  DAVID  A.  BAENES, 

AidrdcrCamp  to  the  Governor. 


State  of  NoETH-CAEOiiorA, 
Executive  Department, 
Ealeigh^  March  21, 1863. 

Man,  Zk^.  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir: — I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  statements 
contained  in  the  enclosed  letter  from  Lt.  F.  P.  Axby,  a 
respectable  young  soldier,  resident  in  Cherokee  county,  N. 
C.  From  it  you  will  perceive  that  his  brother  and  two  other 
citizens  of  that  county  have  been  arrested  by  a  parcel  of 
armed  soldiers  from  Georgia,  and  carried  off  no  one  knows 
where  or  why.  My  object  is  to  ascertain  why  these  citi- 
zens of  North-Carolina  were  so  arrested,  what  for,  by  whose 
authority,  where  they  are  taken  to,  and  what  is  proposed  to 
be  done  with  tliemf  Presuming  that  the  whole  thing  has 
been  done  without  your  knowledge,  I  ask  these  questions  of 
you  because  you  have  the  means  of  obtaining  answers  to 
them  which  I  have  net.  As  such  proceedings  cannot  be  tol- 
erated for  a  moment,  I  have  issued  orders  pendente  lite  to 
the  State  officers  of  that  county  to  call  out  th«  militia  and 
shoot  the  first  man  who  attempts  to  perpetrate  a  similar  out- 
rage without  the  authority  of  the  Marshal  of  that  district. 
Hoping  that  you  may  find  leisure  to  answer  soon, 
i  am  sir,  with  every  sentiment  of  respect  and  regard, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  ZL  E.  YANCK 

7 


86  Document  "No.  1.  [^<^j-  Sessioa 

CONFEDEEATE   StATES   OF   AmEEICA, 

War  Department, 
Richmond  Va,,  March  25, 1863. 

His  Excellency^  Z.  B.  Vance, 

-ff  Governor  of  Noiih- Carolina, 

Ealeigb,  ]S; .  C.,: 

Sib  : — I  have  received  your  letter  witli  regard  to  the  arrest 
of  citizens  of  North-Carolina  by  a  party  of  Cavalry  from 
Georgia. 

In  reply  1  have  the  honor  to  say,  that  the  Department  ha* 
no  information  at  present  concerning  the  alleged  arrest  and 
removal  referred  to  by  your  Excellency,  but  will  proceed  to 
institute  inquiry,  and  require  report  of  all  the  facts  and  re- 
dress of  any  injustice  done.  I  will  advise  you  of  the  result 
of  my  inquiries. 

With  high  regard, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Confederate  States  of  Aijeeriga^ 
War  Department, 
Eichmond  Va.,  May  13, 1863. 

His, Excellency,  Z.  B.  Yance, 

G(yvernor  of  JSTarth- Carolina, 

Kaleigh,  N.  C.,: 

Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  en- 
closed copy  of  the  report  of  Lt.  Col.  F.  M.  Mix,  and  endorse- 
ment of  G.  W.  Lee,  Pro.  Marshal  at  Atlanta,  in  reply  to 
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your  commnnication  of  the  21st  March,  relative  to  the  arrest 
of  certain  persons  therein  named.  .^^- 

Yerj  respectfully,  i 

Your  obedient  servantj 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


I:  [Copy.] 

Head  Quabtees,  16th  Geokgia  BattalioiTj 
Zollicoffer,  E.  Tenn.  April  23,  1863, 

The  following  are  the  facts  relative  to  Gov.  Yance's  in- 
quiry:  J.  M.  Grant,  G.  L.  D.  McLelland  and  J.  C.  Ashley > 
were  arrested  by  a  portion  of  Capt.  Walters^  company  "  C," 
of  my  command,  according  to  the  instructions  of  Col.  G.  W". 
Lee,  Commanding  Post,  Atlanta,  Geo.  The  two  former  were 
arrested  and  taken  to  Morgan  ton,  Tannin  county,  Ga.,  and 
there  released  by  the  Vigilance  Committee  of  that  county. 
The  latter  being  turned  over  to  me  by  the  Committee,  and 
sent  to  me  at  Dahlonega,  Geo.,  was  lodged  in  prison  one  night, 
but  by  statements  made  by  Capt.  Mounts,  brother-in-law  to 
the  said  Axby,  was  released  on  the  next  morning.  The 
charges  preferred  against  said  named  persons  were  disloyalty, 
but  on  investigation  were  released,  as  before  stated. 

(Signed)  F.  M.  MIX, 

Zt  Col.  Conidg,  16ih  Ga.  Bait, 


[Copy.] 

Head  Qrs.  Militaey  Post,     j 
Atlanta.  Ga.^  April  3, 1863. 

Respectfully  returned  to  Col.  H.  L.  Clay,  A.  A.  G,,  with 
the  endorsement  that  no  such  men  have  ever  been  arrested 
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by  my  order  or  knowledge.  That  do  such  men  have  ever 
been  prisoners  at  this  Post,  and  that  I  know  nothing  what- 
ever of  the  affair. 

(Signed)  G.  W.  LEE, 

Comdg,  Post,  and  P.  M, 


State  of  Noeth-Caboldca, 
Executive  Department, 
Raleighy  A^ril  21, 1863. 

Col,  Mallbtt, 

Comdg.  Camp  Holmes : 

Col.: — ^The  following  named  persons,  placed  in  my  hands 
by  Col.  Martin,  and  sent  to  your  camp  for  safe  keeping,  hav- 
ing been  retained  some  three  months,  and  no  charges  of  any 
kind  appearing  against  them  as  required  by  law,  you  are 
hereby  requested  to  set  at  liberty,  viz : 

Henry  Hamberry,  Green  Manson,  W.  Jackson,  Joshua 
Lufton,  Wm.  Hodges,  Charney  Kengan,  E.  H.  Gerkins,  M. 
L.  Strausberry  and  W.  A.  Foreman. 

Yery  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  Z.  B.  VANCE, 


Conscript  Office, 
Camp  Holmes,  May  18, 1863. 

Hon.  7u  B.  Vance, 

Governor  of  North- Carolina, 

Raleigh,  N.  C.,: 

Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  copy  of  in- 
fltructions  of  the  11th  inst.  from  the  Bureau  of  Conscription, 
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relative  to  the  case  of  John  W.  Irwin,  decided  by  Chief 
Justice  Pearson,  on  a  writ  of  Iidbeas  corpus. 

I  am  instructed  to  disregard  this  opinion  oflBcially. 
1  am,  Governor, 

With  high  regard, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

PETER  MALLETT,  CoL^ 
Commdt.  of  Conscripts  for  N»  G. 


Confederate  States  of  America^ 
Bureau  of  Conscription^ 
Eichmondy  Ya.y  May  11,  1863. 

CoL  Mallett, 

Sv^t.  Conscription^  iT.  {7.,/ 

Colonel  : — ^I  am  directed  by  the  Superintendent  to  furnish 
for  your  information  and  guidance  the  following  decision  of 
the  Secretary  of  War : 

To  Bureau  of  Conscription  ;— 

The  report  submitted  by  you,  of  the  case  of  John  W.  Irwin, 
decided  by  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Pearson  in  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus^  has  been  considered  by  the  Department.  The  act  of 
April  16, 1862,  ^  9,  (Conscription  Act,)  provides  "  that  per- 
sons not  liable  for  duty  may  be  received  as  substitutes  for 
those  who  are,  under  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  the  Secretary  of  War." 

The  regulations  made  by  the  War  Department  are  usually 
promulgated  in  orders.  In  Gen'l.  Orders  No.  64,  (8th  Sept.) 
the  Secretary  decided  that  "  a  substitute  becoming  liable  to 
conscription,  renders  his  principal  also  liable,  unless  exempt 
on  other  grounds.''  Again,  in  Gen'l.  Orders  No.  82,  (t3d  of 
Nov.  1862,)  it  was  pubished  that,  "In  all  cases  fa  which  a 
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fiulDBtitute  becomes  subject  to  military  service,  the  exemption 
of  the  principal  by  reason  of  the  substitution  shall  expire/ 
These  regulations  of  the  War  Department  on  the  subject  of 
substitutes  are  manifestly  within  the  scope  of  the  power  con- 
fided by  Congress,  and  form  a  part  of  the  conditions  upon 
which  every  substitute  is  received.  No  substitute  could  have 
been  received  otherwise  than  as  subject  to  the  regulations 
thus  prescribed  by  the  War  Department. 

In  the  absence  of  any  regulation  the  same  conclusion  would 
result  from  a  just  construction  of  the  legislation  of  Congress. 
The  conscription  act  proceeds  upon  the  principle  that  the 
State  may  summon  all  classes  of  citizens  to  the  common  de- 
fence, and  in  the  present  instance  it  authorized  the  President 
"to  call  out"  and  "put  in''  the  service  all  those  of  a  class 
specified  in  the  act,  that  Congress  did  not  exempt.  The  9th 
section  of  the  act  authorized  the  conscript  to  avail  himself  of 
the  service  of  the  non-conscript  for  his  relief  under  such  regu- 
lations as  the  War  Department  might  prescribe,  by  engaging 
him  as  a  substitute.  That  the  principle  on  which  the  legisla- 
tion of  Congress  is  founded  might  not  be  impaired,  and  that 
the  State  should  have  the  services  of  all  for  the  common  de- 
fence, it  would  seem  to  follow  that  where  the  liability  of  the 
substitute  to  perform  military  service  arose  under  an  act  of 
Congress,  and  he  was  no  longer  exempt  from  military  duty, 
that  his  faculty  of  relieving  his  principal  must  terminate. 

The  opinion  of  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Pearson  is  not  regarded  by 
the  Department  as  a  sound  exposition  of  the  act  of  Congress, 
and  you  will  not  regard  it  in  your  official  action  as  such. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

(Signed)  J.  A.  CAMPBELL,  A.  S,  W. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  G.  W.  LAY, 

Zt  Col,  and  A.  A.  G. 
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State  of  Noeth-Cabolina, 
Executive  Department, 
Ealeigk^  May  22, 1863. 

Hon^  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  We/r: 

Sir  : — Col.  P.  Mallett,  Comdg.  Conscripts  for  this  State, 
lias  sent  me  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  your  office  in  reference 
to  a  late  decision  of  Chief  Justice  Pearson  in  the  case  of 
Irwin,  on  haheas  corpus^  concluding  as  follows :  "  The  opinion 
of  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Pearson  is  not  regarded  by  the  Depart- 
ment as  a  sound  exposition  of  the  act  of  Congress,  and  yon 
will  not  regard  it  in  your  official  action  as  such," 

I  do  not  propose  to  review  the  argument  by  which  this 
■conclusion  was  arrived  at — a  mere  statement  of  the  case 
would  seem  sufficient  reply.  But  I  wish  to  inform  you,  or 
rather  to  remind  you,  that  although  the  War  Department 
may  not  be  bound  by  the  decision  of  the  State  Courts,  yet 
the  Executive  of  that  State  is.  Being  sworn  to  execute  the 
laws,  and  the  laws  being  expounded  by  the  Courts,  an  at- 
tempt on  the  part  of  Confederate  officers  to  seize  citizens  in 
defiance  of  their  decisions  in  the  absence  of  a  Supreme 
Court  to  decide  between  the  parties,  might  lead  to  unpleasant 
and  unprofitable  consequences.  It  is  certainly  no  fault  of 
this  government  that  there  exists  no  competent  tribunal  to  de- 
cide these  issues,  and  it  is  certainly  not  unreasonable  for  the 
State  of  North- Carolina  to  object,  when  a  decision  of  its 
Chief  Justice  is  ordered  to  be  disregarded  by  a  Department 
of  the  Confederate  government  invested  with  no  judicial 
powers  whatever.  Soping  and  believing  that  you  will  not 
<;ompel  any  resort  to  such  unpleasant  steps  as  might  result 
from  an  adherence  to  such  instructions  as  those  received  by 
Ck)l.  Mallett, 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  "KCT 

Your  ob't  servant, 
(Signed)  Z.  B.  VANCE. 
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Confederate  States  &r  Amebica, 
War  Department, 
Bichmondy  Fa.,  Jbf(iy  27, 1863. 

JBts  Excellency y  2L  B.  Vakce, 

OooeTTwr  of  NorihrLardlna  : 

Your  Excellency's  letter  (A  the  22d  inat.  has  been  received. 
The  opinion  of  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Pearson  in  the  case  of 
Irwin  was  submitted  to  this  Department  by  the  Bureau  of 
Conscription  for  instructions  whether  it  was  to  be  taken  as  a 
guide  for  that  Bureau  in  analagous  eases,  and  this  Depart- 
ment returned  to  the  Bureau  the  directicms  which  are  quoted 
by  your  Excellency.  The  report  of  the  facts  in  the  case  of 
Irwin  was  not  made,  and  the  instructions  of  the  Department 
had  no  reference  to  the  particular  case  (of  Irwin.)  Kor  did 
the  Bureau  direct  the  arrest  of  Irwin.  It  may  be  that  the 
judgment  of  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Pearson  may  be  enitled  to  a 
deference  to  which  the  Department  is  not  willing  to  concede 
to  his  opinion  as  an  exposition  of  the  Statutes.  The  opinion 
contradicts  the  practice  of  the  Department,  the  assent  of 
Congress  to  its  orders,  as  inferable  from  the  facts  that  they 
have  been  well  known,  have  been  the  subject  of  discussion 
in  that  body  and  remain  unaltered,  and  also  by  decisions  of 
other  Judges  who  have  refused  to  discharge  persons  in  cir- 
cumstances similar  (so  far  as  can  be  gathered  from  Chief  Jus- 
tice Pearson's  statement  of  facts  which  is  not  precise  in  the 
opinion)  to  those  upon  which  he  was  determining.  The  De- 
partment has  had  occasion  to  place  before  your  Excellency 
its  views  of  the  limits  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  judi- 
ciary in  such  cases.  If  Irwin  was  not  legally  enrolled  and 
placed  in  the  military  service  by  the  conscription  officers,  the 
Department  will  not  claim  that  he  was  beyond  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Chief  Justice,  and  will  ascertain  by  inquiry,  and 
afford  prompt  relief;  and  this  without  any  reference  to  ita 
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opinion  of  the  accuracy  of  his  judgment.  The  Department 
has  submitted  to  the  discharge  of  conscripts  and  soldiers  by 
irregular  action,  in  cases  obviously  beyond  the  authority  of 
the  local  Judges,  rather  than  incur  the  danger  of  collision 
between  the  Confederate  and  State  jurisdictions.  But  when 
desertions  by  hundreds,  and  discharges  in  a  far  greater  num- 
ber of  cases,  have  been  occasioned  by  the  undermining  in- 
fluence of  judgments  made  without  authority,  the  farther 
submission  would  be  a  betrayal  of  its  duty. 

The  only  act  of  Congress  that  relates  to  substitutes  is  found 
in  the  9th  section  of  the  act  of  April,  1862.  This  act  pro- 
vides "That  persons  not  liable  for  duty  may  be  received  as 
substitutes  for  those  who  are,  under  such  regulatimu  as  may 
hejyresented  hy  the  Secretary  of  TFar."  This  section  suggests 
the  question  whether  the  substitute  must  not  be  continually 
exempt  from'  the  military  service  to  be  a  valid  substiute  for 
one  subject,  and  certainly  that  matter  was  suitable  for  regu- 
lation. The  act  confers  simply  a  license  or  authority  to  re- 
ceive substitutes,  and  imposes  the  obligation  upon  thtj  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  make  regulations  which  shall  protect  the  claim 
of  the  Confederate  States  to  the  military  service  of  all  its 
citizens,  under  any  contingencies  that  might  arise.  This  pre- 
cise subject  is  matter  of  regulation  in  other  military  codes. 

The  Virginia  code  prescribes  that  "  Any  person  other  than 
a  volunteer  who  shall  be  detailed  or  drafted  for  duty  may  fur- 
nish *  *  an  able  bodied  man  *  *  well  clothed,  *  * 
who  shall  act  as  a  substitute.  If  such  substitute,  while  en- 
gaged for  another  shall  be  called  on  to  perform  his  own  tour 
of  duty,  the  person  furnishing  him  shall  be  required  to  take 
his  place,  or  to  furnish  another  substitute."  The  French  code 
of  conscription  allows  a  substitute  "  who  shall  be  of  non-con- 
script age,  of  robust  constitution,  of  good  character,  certified 
by  his  municipality.  He  bears  the  surname  of  his  principal, 
in  order  that  the  latter  may  be  known  and  compelled  to 
march  should  his  substitute  desert,  or  be  lost  from  any  other 
cause  than  death  or  wounds  received  in  battle  within  the 
term  of  two  years." 
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The  Bureau  of  Conscription  lias  ordered  Col.  Mallett  not 
to  withdraw  Irwin  from  the  limits  of  North-Carolina. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 
^  Secretary  of  War. 


>t' 


State  of  Noeth-Cakolina, 
Executive  Department,    , 
Ealeigh,  May  23, 1863. 

Col,  F.  !Mallett,  j 

Comd't  Conscripts^  Carrvp  Holmes  : 

I  have  been  informed  that  the  man  Irwin,  who  was  released 
by  Chief  Justice  Pearson  on  habeas  corj/us  as  not  liable  to 
conscription,  has  been  rearrested  by  you  and  is  now  in  your 
custody.  I  have  written  to  the  Secretary  of  War  protesting 
against  the  order  to  you  to  disregard  Judge  Pearson's  deci- 
sion and  notifying  him  that  I  was  bound  by  that  decision  and 
could  not  permit  his  officers  to  disregard  it.  Until  his  reply 
can  be  recjived,  I  have  to  ask  you  not  to  remove  Irwin  from 
the  State.  My  desire  is  to  arrange  this  matter  amicably, 
which  I  know  can  be  done ;  but  you  are  aware  that  I  am 
compelled  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  State. 

I  beg  to  recite  to  you  Section  8,  Chapter  55  of  the  Revised 
Code :  "  No  person  who  shall  be  set  at  large  upon  any  habeas 
corjpus  shall  be  again  imprisoned  for  the  same  offence  by 
any  person  whatsoever,  other  than  by  the  legal  order  and 
process  of  the  court  wherein  he  shall  be  bound  by  recogni- 
zance to  appear,  or  other  court  having  jurisdiction  of  the 
cause,  under  the  penalty  of  two  thousand  and  five  hundred 
dollars,  to  be  recovered  by  the  party  aggrieved ;"  Also  a  late 
Act,  Session  of  1862-'63  of  the  Legislature.  Chapter  46,  Sec- 
lion  2,  provides  that  an  arrest  of  the  party  for  the  same  cause 
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upon  the  "  former  discharge  appearing,  and  if  it  appear  that 
such  second  arrest  and  detention  was  made  illegally  and  with 
the  knowledge  of  the  former .  discharge,  the  party  offending 
shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  and  fined  and  imprisoned 
at  the  discretion  ot  the  court."  ' 

BeHeving,  sir,  that  it  is  not  your  desire  to  disregard  the 
laws  of  the  State, 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obd't  servant, 
(Signed)  Z.  B.  YANCE. 


State  of  Koeth-Cabolina, 

Executive  Department, 
Baleigh^  May  23,  1863. 

Ron,  James  A.  Seddok, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

SiE : — Among  the  many  persons  illegally  arrested  in  Cher- 
okee County,  North-Carolina,  by  order  of  a  Col.  Lee,  at 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  on  charges  of  disloyalty,  were  G.  L.  D.  Mc- 
Lelland  and  James  M.  Grant,  both  beyond  the  age  of  forty 
years. 

Nothing  appearing  against  them,  they  were  told  that  if 
they  did  not  volunteer  in  the  army  tliey  should  be  placed  in 
prison  and  kept  there. 

From  the  utterly  outrageous  and  illegal  manner  in  which 
they  were  seized  and  carried  away  from  their  homes,  they 
were  justifiable  in  supposing  that  there  was  no  longer  any 
protection  in  the  country  for  the  personal  liberty  of  the  citi- 
zens, and  they  yielded  to  this  tyranny  and  entered  Col. 
'*  Folke's  Battalion,  in  East  Tennessee.  They  have  asked  for 
their  discharge  on  the  ground  that  they  are  not  subject  to 
conscription  and  were  forced  to  enter  the  army  under  threats 
of  imprisonment.    Fairness,  justice  and  self-respect  on  the 
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part  of  the  government  demands  it  should  be  granted,  as  it 
is  certainly  not  intended  to  recruit  the  army  by  entrapping 
the  citizens. 

Very  respectfnlly, 

Your  ob't  servant, 
(Signed)  Z.  B.  YANCE. 


State  of  I^orth- Carolina, 

Executive  Department, 
Raleigh,  May  25, 1863. 

Hon,  Jajies  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War, 

Richmond,  Ya.,: 

Sir  : — Your  letter  of  the  23d  inst.,  enclosing  copy  of  one 
from  Gen.  Lee,  with  descriptive  rolls  of  deserters  from  Gen. 
Rodes'  Brigade,  appealing  to  me  for  action  in  regard  to  the 
best  means  of  arresting  deserters  in  the  army,  has  been 
received. 

You  will  see  by  copy  of  my  proclamation  enclosed,  that 
everything  which  it  is  possible  for  me  to  do  has  been  already 
done.  The  most  stringent  orders  have  been  issued  to  the 
militia  to  guard  all  fords  and  ferries  and  public  highways  and 
every  imaginable  step  taken  to  ensure  activity  and  obedi- 
ence and  to  avoid,  if  possible,  the  danger  of  conflicting  with 
the  legal  tribunals  of  the  State.  I  have  recently  written  to 
the  President,  suggesting  that  he  should  make  a  requisition 
upon  me  for  the  militia  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  deserters, 
4&C.,  to  which  letter  I  beg  to  refer  you  as  an  evidence  of  my 
great  desire  to  put  a  stop  to  this  evil.  I  regret,  sir,  that  you 
should  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  adopt  as  an  explanation 
of  the  cause  for  so  much  desertion,  an  idea  which  has  its 
origin  solely  in  political  prejudice — the  "  too  ready  interposi- 
tion of  the  judicial  authority  in  these  questions  of  military 
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obligation, "  and  the  false  construction  given  to  the  decisions 
of  onr  Judges,  in  the  army.  That  such  impressions  do  pre- 
vail in  the  army,  I  make  no  doubt.  You  are  not  the  iSrst 
authority  I  have  had  for  that  fact.  But  why  it  should  exist, 
and  how  it  was  first  made,  I  am  unable  to  determine,  except 
upon  the  ground  that  there  exists  among  our  neighbors  "  a 
too  ready  "  disposition  to  believe  evil  of  the  State,  when  it  is 
known  that  North-Carolina  is  the  only  State  in  the  Confeder* 
acy  which  employs  her  militia  in  the  arrest  of  conscripts  and 
deserters ;  that  she  has  better  executed  the  conscript  law—* 
has  fuller  regiments  in  the  field  than  any  other,  and  that  at 
the  two  last  great  battles  on  the  Kappahanock,  in  December 
and  in  May,  she  furnished  over  on«  half  of  the  killed  and 
wounded — it  seems  strange,  passing  strange,  that  an  impres- 
sion should  prevail  that  desertion  Would  receive  official  coun- 
tenance and  protection  in  her  borders.  The  decisions  of  our 
Judges  have  been  published  in  all  the  papers  of  our  State, 
and  any  perversion  of  their  meaning  must  be  designed  and 
wilfull.  Neither  have  our  Judges  been  "  too  ready  "  to  offer 
them.  Heavy  penalties,  as  you  know,  are  annexed  to  the 
refusal  of  a  Judge  to  grant  the  writ  oi  habeas  corpus^  and  an 
upright  Judge  must  deliver  the  law  as  he  conceives  it  to  be, 
whether  it  "should  happen  to  Comport  with  the  received 
notions  of  the  military  authorities  or  not.  I  must  therefore 
most  respectfully  decline  to  use  my  influence  in  restraining 
or  controlling  that  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  government, 
which  intrudes  upon  nobody,  usurps  no  authority,  but  is,  on 
the  contrary,  in  great  danger  of  being  overleaped  and  des- 
troyed by  the  tendency  of  the  times.  Whilst,  therefore,  it  is 
my  intention  to  make  every  possible  effort  to  sustain  the 
common  cause,  it  is  my  firm  determination  to  sustain  the 
judicial  authority  of  the  land-— the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  citizens,  to  the  utmost  of  my  power.  By  the  action  of 
Congress,  no  appeal  lies  from  the  Supreme  Court  of  a  State 
to  that  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  the  decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  North-Carolina,  when  formally  rendered, 
will  be  binding  upon  all  parties.    I  also  regret  to  see  that  the 
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impression  will  be  made  by  these  letters  of  yours  and  Gen. 
Lee's,  that  desertion  is  greater  among  the  North-Carolina 
troops  than  those  of  her  sister  States,  which  I  have  every 
reason  to  believe  is  not  true.  Yet,  has  any  other  Executive 
been  applied  to  to  issue  proclamations  and  employ  the  militia 
in  arresting  it?  Has  the  "  too  ready  interposition  "  of  the 
judiciary  of  South-Carolina  and  Georgia  been  rebuked  for 
almost  similar  decisions  rendered  ? 

Excuse  me,  sir,  for  writing  in  this  strain.  I  feel  that  our 
exertions  are  scarcely  appreciated  properly,  and  I  can  but 
speak  plainly  when  I  approach  the  subject. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  ob't  servant, 
(Signed)  Z,  B.  YANCE. 


State  of  Nosth-Cakolina, 

Executive  Department^ 
Raleigh^  June  8,  1863. 

Blou.  Jas.  a.  Seddon, 

Seci'etai'y  of  War, 

Richmond,  Ya.,: 

Sir  : — Your  several  communications  in  regard  to  recent 
decisions  of  Chief  Justice  Pearson  in  the  cases  of  Irwin  and 
Mitche^,  under  the  operations  of  the  act  of  conscription,  have 
been  received  and  duly  considered. 

I  do  most  sincerely  regret  that  such  a  state  of  things  should 
exist  as  a  serious  and  important  difference  between  the 
authorities  of  this  State  and  those  of  the  Confederacy,  on  a 
matter  touching  so  vitally  the  efficiency  of  the  army  and  the 
public  defence.  I  feel,  however,  that  I  have  no  option  left 
me  as  to  the  course  I  must  pursue.  Without  pretending  to 
controvert  the  arguments  which  you  furnish  me,  and  with 
my  high  respect  for  the  eminent  source  from  which  it  is 
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derived,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that,  according  to  my  conception 
of  duty,  my  powers  as  an  Executive  ofiBcer  are  absolutely 
bound  by  the  judicial  decisions  of  the  State  Courts;  that  it 
is  not  competent  for  me  to  review  them.  And  in  the  absence 
of  a  court  having  a  superior  and  appellate  jurisdiction  deci- 
ding to  the  contrary,  that  they  are  and  must  of  necessity  be 
to  me  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
of  this,  it  seems  to  me,  let  the  argument  go  as  it  may. 
Having  stated  the  plain  path  of  duty  which  I  am  bound  to 
pursue,  I  desire,  nevertheless,  to  assure  you  of  the  great  con-' 
cem  which  I  feel  in  the  issue,  and  of  my  earnest  wish  to 
assist  the  "War  Department  in  maintaining  the  efficiency  of 
our  armies  and  of  avoiding  conflict  with  the  local  authorities. 
To  this  end  I  shall  endeavor  to  get  an  authoritative  decision 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State,  now  in  session  in  this 
city,  in  regard  to  the  question  of  jurisdiction  involved ;  and 
whilst  declining  to  admit  that  the  construction  of  an  Execu- 
tive bureau  must  take  precedence  of  the  decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Judicial  tribunals  of  a  State,  in  a  matter  touching 
the  liberty  of  a  citizen,  I  yet  would  gladly  receive  any  sug- 
gestions as  to  the  means  of  avoiding  such  an  alternative  and 
of  settling  the  difficulty  temporarily  or  permanently. 

I  shall  take  an  early   opportunity  of  communicating  with 
you  again  on  this  subject. 

Yery  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  serv't 
(Signed)  Z.  B.  VANCE. 


CONFEDEKATE   StATES  OF  AmEEICA, 

War  Department, 
Eichmond^  Va.,  June  15,  1863. 

HiB  Excellency^  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Governor  of  North-  Carolina  : 

Sir: — ^Your  Excellency's  letter,  of  the  8th  inst,  has  been 
duly  received  and  respectfully  considered.    Where  there  i* 
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the  unity  in  the  aim  of  the  governments  of  the  State  of 
North-Carolina  and  this  Government  that  is  indicated  in  your 
Excellency's  letter,  it  would  seem  that  there  should  not  be 
any  danger  of  a  collision  which  would  strengthen  the  hands 
of  those  who  are  opposed  to  both  governments.  But  the 
Department  supposes  that  your  Excellency  has  not  afforded 
to  the  measures  which  have  been  instituted  by  it,  and  the 
regulations  it  has  from  time  to  time  published,  their  exact 
signification.  This  Department,  by  the  terms  of  its  commis- 
sion from  Congress,  "  exercises  all  its  functions  under  the 
control  and  direction  of  the  President,"  and  performs  such 
duties  in  relation  to  the  army  as  "  may  be  assigned  to  it "  by 
his  authority.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  des- 
cribed the  War  Department  under  similar  statutes  as  "  the 
regular  constitutional  organ  of  the  President  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  military  establishment  of  the  nation  ;  and  rules 
and  orders  publicly  promulgated  through  the  Secretary  of 
"War,  must  be  received  as  the  act  of  the  Executive,  and  as 
such  be  binding  upon  all  within  the  sphere  of  his  legal  and 
constitutional  authority.  Such  regulations  cannot  be  ques- 
tioned or  defied  because  they  be  thought  unwise  or  mista- 
ken." 16  Pet.,  291,  302.  A  very  similar  description  is 
given  of  another  Executive  Department  in  1  Peters,   C. 

C.  R.  P.  ^e6. 

The  Conscription  acts  of  April  and  Sept.  1862,  are  ad- 
dressed in  a  very  particular  and  peculiar  manner  to  the 
President.  Under  what  is  pronounced  to  be  an  imperious 
and  absolute  necessity  for  providing  for  the  common  defence 
of  the  Confederate  States — a  n.;cessity  that  none  disputes — he 
was  authorized  to  call  out  and  place  in  the  military  service 
those  between  the  ages  of  18  and  45  years — that  is,  tiie  ordin- 
ary arms-bearing  population,  with  some  exceptions — "  to  repel 
the  advancing  columns  of  the  enemy."  The  oflScers  who 
were  to  determine  who  were  the  class  to  be  called  out  and 
those  who  who  were  to  be  exempt,  are  designated  in  these 
laws  and  are  to  act  under  instructions  and  directions  from  the 
Executive  authority.    Appeals  from  their   decisions,  in  the 
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nature  of  the  case,  are  to  be  made  to  the  agencies  tmaployed 
under  the  law. 

Now,  sir,  if  State  Judges  can  interpose  to  obstruct  the 
administration  or  execution  of  these  and  similar  acts  of  the 
Confederate  States,  by  habeas  corpus^  injunction,  or  other 
preventive  writs,  it  is  y^ry  clear  that  a  power  similar  to  the 
Uherv7nvGto  exercised  by  the  individual  members  of  the 
Polish  Senate,  in  our  Confederacy  has  been  placed  in  the 
hands  of  every  State  Judge  or  Justice  having  the  power  to 
issue  these  writs,  in  so  far  as  any  Confederate  administration 
is  involved. 

Tliis  was  the  precise  claim  of  the  abolition  courts  of  Wis- 
<jonsin,  which  received  a  solemn  rebuke  in  th-e  opinion  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  delivered  by  the  illus- 
trious Chief  Justice  only  five  y^ars  ago. 

This  Department  conducts  its  administration  with  the 
earnest  desire  to  avoid  anything  like  collision  with  mistaken 
or  harmful  opinions  of  State  authorities.  It  wishes  that  the 
heart  of  the  Confederacy  should  be  engrossed  with  but  a 
■single  sentiment — the  supreme  desire  to  drive  the  enemy 
from  our  soil.  It  has  no  disposition  to  employ  power  for  any 
other  <ybject.  Bat  when  it  finds  that  its  plainest  measures  of 
legality  are  obstructed,  and  thereby  disorganization  of  the 
army  threatened,  desei-tion  promoted  and  deserters  rescued 
from  the  only  authority  competent  to  try  them,  by  manifest 
•exercise  of  undelegated  authority,  its  silence  or  forbearance 
would  be  a  crime  against  the  country.  For  this  reason  it  has 
considered  it  to  be  proper  to  bring  these  measures  to  your 
notice.  Ifc  trusts  that  the  Supreme  Court  of  North-Carolina 
will  maintain  the  reputation  and  character  that  it  has  inheri- 
ted from  its  KuflSns,  Gastons  and  Hendersons,  and  relieve  us 
from  the  painful  consequences  that  this  eccentric  action  has 
occasioned. 

The  District  Attorney  has  been  authorized  to  associate 
with  him  either  Mr.  Badger,  Gov.  Graham  or  Mr.  Davis,  to 

a 
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aid  him  in  the  discussion  of  these   questions  before  that 

tribunal. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  ob^t  seryant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDOIN', 
Secretary  of  War. 

p.  S.— To  the  above  will  you  allow  me  to  add,  unofficially, 
my  expression  of  sincere  personal  gratification  at  the  spirit 
and  temper  of  your  Excellency's  letter.  I  appreciate  fully 
your  position  and  the  line  of  duty  that  seems  prescribed  to 
you.  At  the  same  time,  with  my  thorough  conviction  of  the 
earnest  common  purpose  we  both  have  to  maintain  our  great 
struggle  for  independence  and  even  existence,  and  of  our 
mutual  desire  to  preserve  and  respect,  in  every  just  way,  the 
principles  of  law  and  constitution,  I  cannot  doubt  some  mode 
will  be  found  of  ensuring  harmony  and  co-operation  or  effici- 
ent support  of  the  army  without  weakening  the  authority  of 
the  Confederate  Executive  or  trenching  on  the  dignity  of 
your  honored  State  and  its  authorities. 

Cordially  yours, 

"  JAMES  A.  SEDDOX. 


Telegram. 


Kaletgh,  September  10,  186 3, 


President  Davis, 

Kichmond,  Ya.,: 

A  Georgia  regiment  of  Benning's  Brigade  entered  this  city- 
last  night  at  10  o'clock  and  destroyed  the  office  of  the  Stan- 
dard newspaper. 

This  morning  a  mob  of  citizens  destroyed  the  office  of  the 
State  Journal,  in  retaliation. 
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Please  order  immediately  that  troops  passing  through  here- 
shall  not  enter  the  city.  If  this  is  not  done,  the  most  fright- 
ful consequences  may  ensue, 

Eespectfully, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


State  of  North-Carolina, 

Executive  Department, 
Raleigh^  Sept.  11,  1863. 

His  Excellency^  Jefferson  Davis  : 

Richmond,  Va.,: 

My  Dear  Sir  : — You  have  received  bj  telegraph,  before 
this,  information  of  the  riots  occurring  in  this  city.  It  will 
enable  you  to  see  what  a  mine  I  have  been  standing  on,  and 
what  a  delicate  and  embarrassing  situation  mine  is.  I  am 
now  trembUng  to  see  its  effects  upon  the  country,  though  I 
am  greatly  in  hopes  that  the  mob  of  citizens  which  destroyed 
the  office  of  the  State  Journal  will  act  as  a  counter  irritant 
and  help  to  allay  excitement,  the  damage  being  equal  to 
both  parties. 

But,  sir,  the  country  is  in  a  dangerous  excitement,  and  it 
will  require  the  utmost  skill  and  tact  to  guide  it  through 
safely  and  honorably.  I  beg  again  to  impress  you  with  the 
importance  of  sustaining  me  in  every  essential  particular  and 
of  heeding  my  suggestions  about  men  and  things  in  North- 
Carolina,  concerning  which  I  spoke  to  you  in  Eichmond. 

The  soldiers  who  originated  the  mob  belonged  to  Ben- 
ning's  Brigade  and  were  led  by  their  officers,  several  of 
whom  I  saw  in  the  crowd,  but  heard  none  of  their  names 
except  a  Maj.  Shepherd  I  have  also  reason  to  believe  that 
it  was  done  with  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  Gen.  Ben- 
nino-,  as  he  remarked  to  a  gentleman,  an  hour  or  two  previ- 
ous, that  his  men  had  threatened  it.  During  its  continuance 
he  could  not  be  found.    A  messenger  sent  by  lue  to  his  sup- 
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posed  qua^terfi,  at  the  depot,  was  refused  admission  to  him, 
and  although  h^  b^  ample  opportunity  after  the  occurrence 
to  have  seen  or  written  to  mo,  disclaiming  this  outrage  upon 
the  honor  and  peace  .of  3^orth-Carolina,  he  did  not  do  so. 
As  it  is  my  intention  to  enforce  the  laws  rigidly  against  all 
citizens  who  participated  in  the  second  mob,  so  I  feel  it  my 
duty  to  demand  that  punishment  uaay  be  inflicted  on  the 
officers  who  assisted  or  countenanced  the  first.  Should  this 
not  be  done,  I  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  demand  the  pei-sona  of 
these  officers  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  to  answer  the  demands 
of  justice. 

I  feel  very  sad  in  the  contemplation  of  these  outrages. 
The  distance  is  quite  short  to  either  anarchy  or  despotism, 
when  armed  soldiers,  led  by  their  officers,  can  with  impunity 
outrage  the  laws  of  a  State.  A  few  more  such  exhibitions 
will  bring  the  North-Carolina  troops  home  to  the  defence  of 
their  own  State  and  her  institutions.  I  pray  you  to  see  that 
it  does  not  occur  again.  Should  any  newspaper  in  this  State 
commit  treason,  I  would  have  its  editor  arrested  and  tried  by 
the  laws  which  many  of  us  yet  respect.  I  thank  you  for 
your  prompt  orders  by  telegraph  to  Maj.  Peirce,  concerning 
the  passage  of  the  troops  through  this  city.  They  are  now 
being  enforced,  and  peace  can  be  preserved  if  they  are 
rigidly  obeyed. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  ob't  serv't, 
(Signed)  Z.  B.  YANCE. 


Ealeioh,  Sept.  11,  1863. 

To  His  Excellency,  Peesidknt  Davis, 

Richmond,  Ya.,: 

Dear  Sir  : — This  afternoon,  in  despite  of  your  orders  to 
Maj.  Peirce,  a  large  number  of  infuriated  soldiers,  from  an 
Alabama  brigade,  (I  did  not  learn  where,)  entered  the  city 
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and  spread  terror  in  their  path  by  threatening  mtirder  and 
conflagration.  I  rode  with  all  speed  to  the  depot  and  got  a 
€ol.  Scruggs  to  march  a  detachment  into  town  and  restrain 
them  before  they  had  done  any  damage.  They  even  threat- 
ened my  life  if  I  interfered  with  them.  This  thing  is  becom- 
ing intolerable.  For  sixty  hours  I  have  traveled  np  and 
down,  making  speeches  alternately  to  citizens  and  soldiers, 
without  rest  or  sleep  almost,  engaged  in  the  humiliating  task 
of  trying  to  defend  the  laws  and  peace  of  the  State  against 
our  own  bayonets.  Sir,  the  means  of  stopping  these  outrages 
I  leave  to  you.  It  can  be  easily  done  if  the  officers  will  but 
try.  If  not  done,  I  shall  feel  it  a  duty  which  I  owe  to  the 
dignity  and  self-respect  of  the  first  State  in  the  Confederacy 
in  point  of  the  numbers  and  good  conduct  of  her  soldiers  and 
in  all  the  natural  resources  of  war,  to  issue  my  proclamation 
recalling  her  troops  from  the  field  to  the  defence  of  their  own 
homes.  Already  threats  are  loudly  proclaimed  of  burning 
the  bridges  and  destroying  the  roads  leading  by  this  place. 
The  indignation  is  not  confined  to  the  friends  and  followers 
of  the  North- Carolina  Standard^  but  is  becoming  general  and 
widespread  as  the  insults  to  the  State  are  becoming  known. 
The  matter  is  worth  looking  after,  I  do  assure  you.  And  I 
hope,  for  the  sake  of  the  common  cause  of  law  and  decency, 
it  will  be  done. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  Z.  B.  YANCE. 


Confederate  States  of  Ameeica, 
Executive  Department, 
Richmond^  Va.,  Sept,  13,  1863. 

Governor  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Ealeigh,  K  C.,: 

My  Dear  Sm : — Your  two  communications  of  the  11th 
inst.  have  been  received. 
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Upon  the  receipt  of  yonr  telegram,  informing  me  that  the 
measures  taken  to  put  an  end  to  the  disturbances  in  Ealeigb 
had  not  proved  effective,  orders  were  issued  which  it  is  hoped 
will  be  sufficient  to  prevent  further  disorders* 

I  have  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War  your  statements 
respecting  particular  officers  alleged  to  have  been  concerned 
in  the  riot,  and  the  matter  will  receive  proper  inquiry. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


State  of  North- Caeolina^ 

Executive  Department, 
Baleigh,  Dec.  29, 186S. 

His  Excellency y  President  Davis  : 

Dear  Sir  : — I  have  been  requested  by  a  resolution  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  this  State,  passed  at  its  recent  extra 
session,  to  correspond  with  your  Excellency,  and  ascertain  if 
one  W.  D,  "Wynne,  a  citizen  of  Bertie  county,  is  now  con- 
fined in  prison  in  llichmond,  and  if  so,  npon  what  charge, 
and  if  for  any  offence  cognizable  by  the  Courts  of  this  State, 
to  demand  that  he  be  delivered  up  to  be  tried  according  to 
due  course  of  law. 

In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  said  resolu- 
tion, I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will,  at  your  earli- 
est convenience,  give  the  desired  information  in  regard  to 
the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  the  said  W.  D.  Wynne. 

I  am,  with,  great  respect. 

Your  obt.  servant, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 
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State  of  North-Carolina, 

Executive  Department, 
Raleigh,  Dec.  29, 1863. 

His  Excellency,  Jefferson  Davis, 

Dear  Sir: — In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Gen. 
eral  Assembly  of  North-Carolina,  passed  at  its  recent  session, 
a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed,  r  espectfully  request 
that  you  direct  Eli  Swanner,  named  in  the  resolutiona,  to  be 
returned  to  North- Carolin,  to  be  tried  for  the  offences  alleged 
against  him. 

I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  YANCE. 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

War  Department, 
Richmond,  Va.,  F&b,  3, 1864. 

Ihs  Excellency,  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Governor  of  Worth-Carolina^ 

Sir: — In  a<jeordance  with  your  request,  communicating 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  North-Carolina  to  the  same 
effect,  the  President  has  ordered  that  Eli  Swanner  be  sent 
.  to  Raleigh  for  examination  before  the  civil  authorities.  He 
is  clearly  liable  to  military  service,  and  if  discharged  from 
prosecution,  must  be  enrolled  for  duty  under  the  act  of  Con- 
gress. He  has  been  twice  subjected  to  examination  since  his 
arrest  by  the  Confederate  authorities:  once  by  a  commissioner 
sent  to  Salisbury,  N.  C,  in  January,  1863,  for  the  special 
purpose  of  examining  all  political  prisoners  there  confined — 
and  once,  since  he  was  brought  to  the  city  of  Richmond. 
Upon  each  occasion  he  avowed  his  adhesion  to  the  cause  of 
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the  enemy,  and  demanded  to  be  sent  to  the  North.  Though 
he  oftered  to  pledge  his  word  that  he  would  not  return  South 
during^  the  war,  it  seemed  more  than  probable  that  his  real 
purpose  was,  as  soon  as  permitted  to  enter  the  lines  of  the 
enemy,  to  claim  the  full  protection  of  the  United  States''  a-a- 
thorities,  to  enable  him  to  resume  his  residence  in  that  por- 
tion of  your  State,  then,  and  now,  unfortunately  in  their  oc- 
cupancy. Had  he  been  enabled  to  do  this,  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  the  vengeance  of  the  enemy  would  have  been 
promptly  directed  towards  his  loyal  neighbors,  and  the  ca- 
lamities to  which  they  are  unavoidably  subject  very  seriously 
enhanced. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Se&retcmf  of  Wa/r. 


State  of  North-Carolina,. 

Executive  Department, 
Uddeigh^  Jan.  8, 1864:. 


Hon,  Jas.  a.  Sedix)n, 

Secretary  of  War  r 


Dear  Sir  : — One  Archibald  McPhail,  formerly  a  private 
in  Co.  E.,  63d  N.  C.  Troops,  (Cavalry),  was  recently  regularly 
discharged  from  service  on  habeas  corpuSyhj  his  Honor  Judge 
Heath,  by  reason  of  having  furnished  a  substitute.  He  was, 
notwithstanding,  arrested  a  short  time  since  by  order  of  Capt. , 
Harris,  his  Comd'g  officer,  and  taken  back  into  service,  with 
the  fiat  of  the  Judge  in  his  pocket.  Being  oflieially  informed 
of  this,  and  it  being  my  duty  to  execute  the  laws  of  this  State, 
I  have  the  honor  to  demand  the  immediate  discharge  of  the 
said  McPhail  from  the  custody  of  the  Confederate  officers. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  ob- 1  servant, 

Z.  B.  YANCK 
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Confederate  States  of  America, 
War  Department, 
Richmond^  Va.,  Jan,  12, 1864. 

His  Axcellenc^,  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Governor  of  North- Carolina, 

Kaleigh,  N.  C, : 

Sir  : — On  the  receipt  of  jour  letter  of  the  31st  ult.  relating 
to  the  consumption  of  grain  in  North-Carolina  in  the  manu- 
facture of  whiskey,  I  called  upon  the  Surgeon  General  to  re- 
port whether  he  had  any  contracts  I'or  the  distillation  of  spirits 
in  your  State,  and  if  so,  the  quantity  of  grain  required,  and 
the  necessity  for  the  supply.     I  annex  a  copy  of  his  reply : 

'•  The  Medical  Department  has  no  contract  for  alcoholic 
stimulants  in  the  State  of  North-Carolina.  The  distillery  at 
Salisbury,  referred  to  by  Gov.  Vance,  is  owned  by  the  Medi- 
cal Department,  and  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  whis- 
key and  alcohol  for  the  sole  use  of  the  sick  and  wounded  of 
the  army.  This  distillery  was  purchased  by  this  Department 
ment  for  the  purpose  of  dispensing  with  the  system  of  con- 
tracting for  alcoholic  stimulants,  as  it  has  been  found  that  a 
large  quantity  of  whiskey  manufactured  by  contractors  is  of 
an  inferior  quality,  and  their  contracts  were  not  in  other 
respects  faithfully  carried  out.  It  is  also  believed  that  a 
large  quantity  of  whiskey  made  by  contractors  has  been  sold 
to  private  parties,  when  it  should  have  been  delivered  to  the 
government,  thereby  consuming  more  grain  than  was  re- 
quired to  fill  their  contracts.  Major  Badham  has  been  in- 
structed to  turn  over  grain  to  the  Medical  Purveyor,  in 
charge  of  the  government  distillery  at  Salisbury,  in  order  to 
obviate  the  necessity  of  this  Department  going  into  market 
to  purchase,  which  would  enhance  the  price  paid  for  grain  by 
the  Quarter  Master's  Department,  and  the  thirty  thousand 
bushels  referred  to  in  the  within  communication,  is  for  a  whole 
year's  supply  for  the  distillery.  There  is  no  distillery  at 
Charlotte  belonging  to  this  Department,  nor  am  I  aware  that 
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there  is  one  there.  The  Attorney  General  has  decided  that 
the  (Confederate  Government  has  the  express  power  to  "  sup- 
port armies,"  that  any  means  may  be  used  which  are  neces- 
sary and  proper  to  obtain  supplies  for  that  support.  There- 
fore a  State  has  no  power  to  interfere  with  the  Confederate 
Government  in  the  manufacture  or  even  contracting  for  such 
supplies.  In  conclusion,  I  would  state  that  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  comfort  and  welfare  of  the  sick  and  wounded 
of  our  army,  that  the  government  distillery  at  Salisbury 
should  not  be  interfered  with,  or  the  supply  of  grain  cut  off." 
I  may  add  to  the  above,  that  on  enquiry,  I  learn  that  a 
greater  coolness  of  temperature  than  for  many  months  of  the 
year  prevails  in  the  Southern  States,  where  corn  is  more 
abundant,  is  essential  to  the  ready  and  proper  distillation  of 
spirits,  and  that  this  circumstance  prevents  the  easy  solution 
of  the  difficulties  presented  by  your  remonstrance,  which  I 
should  have  sought  in  the  removal  of  the  Government  Lab- 
ratory.  I  trust  your  objections  will,  under  the  circumstances, 
be  withdrawn. 

Very  truly  yours, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDOlSr, 

Secretary  of  War. 


State  of  North-Carolina, 

Executive  Department, 
Raleigh,  Fch.  29, 1864. 

Hon,  James  A.  Seddon, 

•  Secretary  of  War : 

Dear  Sir: — I  desire  to  call  your  attention  most  earnestly 
to  the  difficulties  and  complications  arising  from  the  conscrip- 
tion of  principals  of  substitutes  in  this  State.  Chief  Justice 
Pearson  has  decided  recently  that  the  law  is  unconstitutional, 
and  further,  that  the  act  of  Congress  suspending  the  privi- 
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lege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  does  not  apply  to  those  men. 
He  therefore  continues  to  grant  the  writs,  and  the  execution 
being  resisted  by  the  enrolling  officers  by  orders  from  the 
Conscript  Bureau,  the  result  will  be  a  direct  and  unavoidable 
collision  of  State  and  Confederate  authorities.     1  have  taken 
the  ground  that  the  decision  of  a  single  Judge  at  Chambers 
does  not  possess  the  binding  force  and  effect  of  an  "  adjuai- 
cated  case,"  but  it  only  operates  to  discharge  the  individual. 
It  certainly  does  this  much,  and  until  it  is  overruled  it  is  iinal 
and  absolute,  made  so  expressly  by  the  Statutes  of  this  State. 
It  cannot  be  overruled  except  by  the  Supreme  Court,  which 
does  not  meet  until  June  next.     In  the  mean  time,  if  a  man 
is  discharged,  I  am  bound  to  protect  him ;  and  if  the  process 
of  the  Court  is  resisted,  I  am  forced  by  my  oath  of  office  to 
summon  the  military  power  of  the  State  to  enforce  it.     There 
is  no  escape  from  this  conclusion.     An  agreement  was  pro- 
posed by  Chief  Justice  Pearson  at  Salisbury,  and  accepted 
by  Gov.  Bragg  as  Counsel  for  the  government,  subject  to  the 
approval  or  disapproval  of  the  same,  to  [remove  one  case  to 
the  Supreme  Court  by  certiorari^  and  to  bind  over  all  others 
applying  for  writs,  to   appear  and  abide  the  decision  there 
to  be  rendered.    This  gave  general  satisfaction,  and  had  a 
quieting  effect  upon  the  whole  State.     Since  it  has  been  un- 
derstood, however,  that  the  Confederacy  would  not  recog- 
nize the  arrangement,  the  excitement  is  becoming  very  great, 
and  I  fear  much  trouble  will  result.     Knowing,  as  I  trust  you 
do,  my  great  anxiety  to  avoid  collision  with  the  Confederate 
authorities,  and  every  thing  else  that  might  tend  to  hinder 
its  efficiency,  yet  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  I  am  to  omit  a 
plain  and  obvious  duty  prescribed  by  my  official  oath.     I 
therefore  earnestly  request  that  you  will  order  a  suspension 
of  the  enrollment  of  the  principals  of  substitutes  in  North- 
Carolina,  at  least  until  time  sufficient  be  allowed  to  exhaust 
all  efforts  at  an  amicable  arrangement.     I  do  not  know  a  bet- 
ter one  than  that  made  at  Salisbury,  and  which,  though  it 
would  deprive  the  government  of  the  services  of  these  men, 
until  June,  would  yet  give  still  greater  advantages  by  pre- 
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serving  that  peace  and  harmony  Between  the  respective  gov- 
ernments, without  which  all  our  labors  will  be  in  vain.  You 
will  observe  that  I  make  no  comment  whatever  upon  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  Chief  Justice's  opinions.  As  an  Executive 
oflScer  I  consider  I  have  no  right  to  do  so.  Neither,  with  all 
due  respect,  do  I  consider  you  to  have  any  such  discretion. 
And  however  unfortunate  it  may  be  to  the  efficient  and  equal 
working  of  the  Government,  that  the  laws  of  Congress  are  at 
the  mercy,  so  to  speak,  of  the  various  Judges  of  the  various 
States,  I  submit  that  it  is  not  possible  to  avoid  it  in  the  ab- 
sence of  a  Supreme  Court  of  the  Confederacy,  to  give  har- 
mony and  uniformity  of  construction. 

We  can  only  obey  the  Judges  we  now  have,  and  even  this 
is  infinitely  preferable  to  the  assumption  of  judical  powers 
by  the  Executive  officers,  and  making  their  will  the  law. 
Hoping  an  early  response, 

I  am,  sir, 

Yery  respectfully, 
(Signed)  Z.  B.  VANCE. 


Telegram, 

Raleigh,  March  7,  1864. 

Hon,  James  A.  Seddon, 

Rickmond^    Fa.,; 

No  reply  to  my  letter  of  the  29th.  The  enrolling  officers 
are  arresting  men  who  have  been  discharged  by  competent 
judicial  authority.  Will  you,  for  the  sake  of  about  eighty 
(80)  men  force  me  to  resist  ?  I  warn  you  of  the  consequences. 
Please  answer  immediately. 

(Signed)  Z.  B.  YANCE. 
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War  Department, 
March  5,  1864. 

His  Excellency^  Z.  B.  Vance^ 

Governor  of  North- Carolina  / 

Sm  i— I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  youi'  letter  of  the 
29th  nit.  in  relation  to  an  apprehended  collison  between  the 
Confederate  and  State  authorities  in  the  enforcement  of  the 
recent  law  of  Congress  abolishing  (Conscription. 

You  cannot  deprecate  more  a  colHsion  of  such  a  character, 
nor  be  more  anxious  to  avoid  it  than  myself;  and  yet  I  am 
unable  to  perceive  how,  naturally  or  rightfully,  in  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  law,  such  collision  can   occur.     The  decision  of 
Judge  Pearson  on  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  law  abolish- 
ing substitution,   appears,  to  my  humble  judgment,  strange 
and  clearly  incorrect ;  and   being   contrary  to  the  general 
course  of  decision  and  received  opinion,  and  only  in  a  case  at 
Chambers,  cannot  be  considered  as  settling  the  law.     An  ap- 
peal has  therefore  been  directed  in  the  particular  case,  and 
the  enrolling  officers  directed  to  proceed  in  enrolling  under 
the  law.     Judge  Pearson's  decision,  however  inaccurate,  is, 
of  course,  uaatil  reversed,  the  law  of  the  particular  case,  and 
will  be  respected  as  sKch.     Ko  effort  will  therefore  be  made 
to  iirrest  or  enroll  the  man   temporarily  discharged  by  him, 
and  how  then  can  any  possible  obligation  be  imposed  on  you 
to  execute  the  judgment  or  protect  that  man  ?     You  have,  I 
presume,   been  inaccurately  informed,  or  have  incorrectly 
presumed  the  action  of  the  enrolling  officers  would  be  against 
that  man. 

In  other  cases  arising  under  that  special  law,  or  others  impos- 
ing military  service,  when  persons  seeking  to  avoid  military- 
service  sue  out  writs  of  habeas  corjpus^  officers  are  instructed 
not  to  appe;  r  with  the  person,  but  to  make  return  according  to 
the  precise  and  clear  provision  of  the  State  law,  that  the  per- 
son is  held  by  authority  of  the  President  for  attempting  to 
avoid  military  service.    The  act  then,  by  its  plain  language, 
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not  susceptible  of  doubt  or  misconstruction,  suspends  the 
writ  so  long  as  the  act  is  in  force.  It  cannot  be  presumed 
that  any  Judge  will  be  guilty  of  the  judicial  usurpation  of 
disregarding  such  return,  and  attempt  to  enforce  the  writ. 
Should  such  assumption  be  practiced,  collision  could  only  re- 
sult from  the  wanton,  unauthorized  attempt,  by  violence,  to 
take  from  the  Confederate  officer  the  person  of  the  petitioner, 
or  to  take  the  officer  himself  for  punishment.  In  such  event, 
the  State  authorities  could  surely  not  be  justified  in  such  acts 
of  aggressive  violence,  and  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  ad- 
vert to  what,  under  his  oath  of  office,  would  be  the  plain 
duty  of  the  President — to  see  to  the  due  enforcement  of  the 
laws,  and  the  protection  of  Confederate  officers  acting  in  con- 
formity to  them. 

You  will  the  more  readily  appreciate  this  obligation,  be- 
cause, in  another  aspect,  under  a  mistaken  conception  of  the 
proposed  action  of  the  Confederate  Government,  you  have 
seen  no  alternative  to  the  discharge  of  a  kindred  duty. 

In  view  of  the  facts  as  they  exist,  and  of  the  proposed  ac- 
tion of  the  Confederate  Government,  I  trust  all  apprehension 
of  collision  may  be  dismissed ;  and  yet  there  will  not  be  the 
necessity  of  foregoing,  during  the  ensuing  critical  campaign, 
(on  which  the  civil  liberties  of  all  may  depend,)  the  services 
of  the  considerable  number  of  efficient  soldiers  which  the 
arranorement  you  suggest  would  withdraw,  to  award  a  judicial 
adjudication,  which  I  am  happy  to  think  cannot  be  doubtful. 

Yery  respectfullv  yours, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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State  of  Ts'oRTH-CAROLrNA, 
Executive  Department, 
Ealeigh,  March  23,  1864. 

Geo.  y.  Strong,  Esq., 

District  Attorney  for  North- Carolina : 

I 

Dear  Sir  : — The  General  Assembly,  at  its  late  extra  ses- 
sion, passed  certain  resolutions  directing  his  Excellency,  Gov. 
Yance,  to  correspond  with  the  President,  and  demand  the 
return  of  Eli  W.  Swanner  to  this  State  for  trial.  I  am  di- 
rected by  his  Excellency  to  inform  you  he  has  corresponded 
with  the  President  upon  the  subject,  and  the  said  Eli  W. 
Swanner  has  been  returned,  and  is  now  in  prison  in  Salis- 
bury. If  you  have  any  charges  to  prefer  against  him,  yon 
are  respectfully  requepted  to  do  so  at  an  early  day,  and  notify 
this  Department  of  the  fact ;  otherwise  he  will  be  discharged. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 
(Signed)  DAYID  A.  BAENES,  . 

Aid-de-Cainj)  to  Gov.  Vance. 


Goldsboro',  April  \Q^  1864. 


Col.  D.  a.  Barnes: 


I  have  just  received  from  the  Department  of  War,  at  Eich- 
mond,  the  papers  in  the  case  of  Eli  Swanner.  Although  it 
is  evident  that  Swanner  is  a  very  dangerous  and  disloyal  man, 
yet*I  do  not  see  that  he  can  be  convicted  of  any  overt  act  of 
treason,  and  shall  not  therefore  proceed  in  the  case. 
With  great  respect, 

Yours  trulv, 

GEOEGE  Y.  STEONG. 
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Telegram, 

GoLDSBOKo',  Aipril  7,  1864, 

To  Gen.  Hoke, 

Kinston : 

An  order  comes  here  from  your  Provost  Marshal  for  fhe 
arrest  of  James  A.  Everett,  with  no  reason  assigred  or  au- 
thority given.  As  such  arrests  can  only  be  made  in  a  certain 
manner,  and  by  order  of  the  President  or  Secretary  of  War, 
I  shall  resist  it,  unless  satisfied  of  its  legality,  and  that  it  is 
ordered  by  proper  authority.    Please  answer  immediately  to 

Goldsboro'. 

(Signed)  Z.  B.  VANCE. 


Telegram. 

Goldsboro',  April  7,  1864. 

G(yo,  Bkago, 

E^leigh,  N.  C.,^  • 

An  order  is  here  from  Hoke's  Provost  Marshal,  for  the 
arrest  of  James  A.  Everett.  It  does  not  profess  to  be  from 
the  President  or  Secretary  of  War,  and  unless  it  is,  and  in 
the  manner  prescribed  by  the  law,  I  shall  resist  it.  Please 
tele<'raph  Gen.  Hoke,  at  Kinston,  how  he  sliould  proceed  if 
you  desire  to  avoid  trouble.     Answer-. 

(Signed)  Z.  B,  VANCK 
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State  of  North-Caeolina, 
Executive  Department, 
liaUigh^  April  15, 1864. 

* 

Hon.  Thos.  Bragg, 

Confedei'ate  States^  Commissioner : 

Dear  Sir  : — His  Excellency,  Gov.  Yance,  has  received 
information  that  there  is  a  number  of  citizens  under  arrest  at 
Kinston.  He  directs  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact 
and  respectfully  to  request  that  you  will  investigate  the  cause 
of  their  detention  and  give  them  a  speedy  trial,  so  that  if 
innocent  of  any  offence  they  may  be  discharged; 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 
(Signed)  DAYID  A.  BARNES, 

Aid-de-Camp  to  the  Governor, 


Raleigh,  April  16, 1864. 
Gov,  7a,  B.  Yance: 

Sir  : — I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  this  morning,  a  letter 
from  Col.  Barnes,  written  by  your  direction,  informing  me 
that  a  number  of  citizens  of  this  State  were  under  arrest  by 
military  authority  at  Kinston,  and  requesting  an  early  exam- 
ination of  this  case  by  me  as  Confederate  States'  Commis- 
sioner. By  orders  from  the  War  Department,  No.  31,  issued 
10th  March  last,  I  am  required  to  act  upon  such  cases  when 
reported  to  me  by  the  Department  Commander.  No  such 
report  has  as  yet  been  made,  but  I  am  in  daily  expectation 
of  receiving  it,  and  when  I  do,  I  can  assure  your  Excellency 
that  I  shall  lose  no  time  in  giving  to  the  matter  immediate 
attention.    In  the  meantime,  I  remain 

Your  Excellency's  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  BRAGG. 
9 
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State  of  North-Cabolina, 
•  Executive  Department, 

Raleigh,  April  18, 1864. 

To  the  Comy/iandani  of  the  Military  Prison, 
"■  Salisbury,  N.  C.,: 

Sib  : — Eli  Swanner,  no'^  confined  in  prison  at  Salisbury, 
was,  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  returned  to  this 
State  in  order  that  he  might  be  proceeded  against  by  the 
civil  tribunals,  if  guilty  of  any  offence  within  their  ju- 
risdiction. 

George  Y.  Strong,  Esq.,  the  District  Attorney  for  the 
State,  has  informed  me  that  be  shall  institute  bo  proceedings 
against  him ;  it  is  therefore  respectfully  requested  that  you 
discharge  said  Swanner  from  confinement. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 
(Signed)  Z.  B.  Y  ANCK 


State  of  Nokth-Caeolina. 
Executive  Department, 
Raleigh,  April  19, 1864:. 

Mon,  Jame8  a.  Seddok, 

Secretary  of  War : 

# 
Dear  Sib  : — ^I  bring  to  your  attention  the  case  of  David 

Mahaley,  a  private  in  Co.  F.,  57th  Kegt.  N.  C.  T.    Mr.  Maha- 

ley  was  discharged  by  Judg«  Pearson,  at  Salisbury,  on  the 

22d  ol  February  last,  under  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  ;  and  his 

is  one  ot  those  cases  referred  to  in  your  letter  to  me,  as  being 

permitted  by  the   government  to  be  discharged  until  the 

Supreme  Court  of  North-Carolina  shall  decide  the  case. 
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There  is  no  difference  in  MaLaley's  case  and  all  the  others 
then  discharged.  Enclosed  is  a  statement  from  Gov.  Bragg 
that  Mahaley  ought  to  be  returned.  Under  this  state  of 
facts  I  respectfully  demand  the  immediate  discharge  of  David 
Mahaley.  David  Mahaley  was  arrested  in  defiance  of  this 
discharge  and  in  opposition  to  your  letter  to  me  on  the 
eubject. 

Very  respectftilly, 

Your  obd't  servant, 
(Signed)  Z.  B.  VANCE. 
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LETTER  TO   THE  PRESIDENT— HABEAS  CORPUS, 


State  of  N  orth-Cakolina, 
Executive  Department, 
Baleigh,  Feb,  9,  1864:. 

Ilia  Excellmcy^  Jeffeeson  Davis  : 

My  Deab  Sir: — Since  receiving  your  letter  of  the  8th  nit.,. 
to  which  it  was  my  intention  to  have  replied  before  this, 
reports  have  reached  me  from  Richmond  which,  if  true, 
would  render  my  reply  unnecessary.  I  hear  with  deep  regret 
that  a  bill  is  certainly  expected  to  pass  the  Congress  suspen- 
ding the  writ  of  habeas  corpus^  throughout  the  Confederacy, 
and  that  certain  arrests  will  immediately  be  made  in  North- 
Carolina.  Of  course,  if  Congress  and  your  Excellency  be 
resolved  upon  this,  as  the  or»ly  means  of  repressing  disaffec- 
tion in  this  State,  it  would  be  a  mere  waste  of  time  for  me  to 
argue  the  matter.  And^yet  I  should  not  hold  myself  guiltless 
of  the  consequences  which  I  fear  will  follow,  did  1  not  add 
yet  another  word  of  expostulation  to  the  many  which  I  have 
already  spoken.  If  the  bill  referred  to,  about  which  1  can 
form  no  opinion  until  I  see  it,  be  strictly  within  the  limits  of 
the  Constitution,  I  imagine  the  people  of  this  State  will 
submit  to  it,  so  great  is  their  regard  for  law.  If  it  be 
adjudged,  on  the  contrary,  to  be  in  violation  of  that  instru- 
ment and  revolutionary  in  itself,  it  will  be  resisted.  Should 
it  become  a  law  soon,  I  earnestly  advise  you  to  be  chary  of 
exercising  the  power  with  which  it  will  invest  you.  Be  con- 
tent to  try.  at  least  for  a  while,  the  moral  effect  of  holding 
this  power  over  the  heads  of  discontented  men  before  shock- 
ing all  worshippers  of  the  common  law  throughout  the  world, 
by  hurling  freemen   into   Sheriff  less   dungeons  for  opinion's 
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sake.  I  do  not  speak  this  factiously  or  by  way  of  a  flourish, 
nor  do  I  believe  that  as  an  enlightened  lawyer  and  a  chris- 
tian statesman  you  would  feel  any  pleasure  in  the  perform- 
ance of  such  an  ungracious  task.  I  am,  on  the  contrary, 
convinced  that  you  believe  it  to  be  the  only  way  to  secure 
North-Carolina  in  the  performance  of  her  obligations  to  her 
confederates.  The  misfortune  of  this  belief  is  yours ;  the 
shame  will  light  upon  those  unworthy  sons  who  have  thus 
sought  to  stab  their  mother  because  she  cast  them  off.  If  our 
citizens  are  left  untouched  by  the  arm  of  military  violence,  I 
do  not  despair  of  an  appeal  to  the  reason  and  patriotism  of 
the  people  at  the  ballot  box.  Hundreds  of  good  and  true 
men,  now  acting  with  and  possessing  the  confidence  of  the 
party  called  conservatives,  are  at  work  against  the  dangerous 
movement  for  a  Convention  ;  and  whilst  civil  law  remains  . 
intact  will  work  zealously  and  with  heart.  I  expect  myself 
to  take  the  field  as  soon  as  the  proprieties  of  my  position  will 
allow  me,  and  shall  exert  every  effort  to  restrain  the  revolu- 
tionary tendency  of  public  opinion.  Never  yet,  sir,  have  the 
people  of  North-Carolina  refused  to  listen  to  their  public 
men  if  they  show  right  and  reason  on  their  side.  I  do  not 
fear  to  trust  the  issue  now  to  these  potent  weapons  in  the 
hands  of  such  men  as  will  wield  them  next  summer.  I  do 
fear  to  trust  bayon^ets  and  dungeons.  I  endeavored,  soon 
after  my  accession  to  the  Chief  Magistracy  of  North-Carol  in  a> 
to  make  you  aware  of  both  the  fact  of  disaffection  in  this 
State  and  the  cause  of  it.  In  addition  to  the  many  letters  to 
you,  I  have  twice  visited  Kichmond  expressly  to  give  you 
information  on  this  point.  The  truth  is,  as  I  have  often  said 
before,  that  the  great  body  of  our  people  have  been  sicspected 
by  their  government,  perhaps  because  of  the  reluctance  with 
which  they  gave  up  the  old  Union ;  and  I  know  you  will 
pardon  me  for  saying  that  this  consciousness  of  their  being 
suspected  has  been  greatly  strengthened  by  what  seemed  to 
be  a  studied  exclusion  of  the  anti-secessionists  from  all  the 
more  important  offices  of  the  government,  even  from  those 
promotions  in  the  army  which  many  of  them  had  won  with 
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their  blood.  "Was  this  suspicion  just?  And  was  there  suffi- 
cient effort  made  to  disprove  that  it  existed  if  it  really  did 
not  exist  at  Eichmond  ?  Discussion,  it  is  true,  has  been 
unlimited  and  bitter,  and  unrelenting  criticism  upon  your 
administration  has  been  indulged  in ;  but  where  and  when 
have  our  people  failed  you  in  the  battle,  or  witheld  either 
their  blood  or  their  vast  resources  ?  To  what  exaction  have 
they  not  submitted  ?  What  draft  upon  their  patriotism  have 
they  yet  dishonored  ?  Conscription,  ruthless  and  unrelent- 
ing, has  only  been  exceeded  in  the  severity  of  its  execution 
by  the  impressment  of  property,  frequently  entrusted  to  men 
unprincipled,  dishonest  and  filled  to  overflowing  with  all  the 
petty  meanness  of  small  minds  "  dressed  in  a  little  brief  au- 
thority." The  tiles  of  my  office  are  piled  up  with  the  unavailing 
complaints  of  outraged  citizens  to  whom  redress  is  impossible. 
Yet  they  have  submitted,  and,  so  far,  performed  with  honor 
their  duty  to  their  country,  though  the  voice  of  these  very 
natural  murmurs  is  set  down  to  disloyalty.  I  do  not  hold  you 
responsible  for  all  the  petty  annoyances — "  the  insolence  of 
office "  under  which  our  people  lose  heart  and  patience. 
Even  if  I  did,  I  cannot  forget  that  it  is  my  country  that  I  am 
serving — not  the  rulers  of  that  country.  I  make  no  threat — 
I  desire  only,  with  singleness  of  purpose  and  sincerity  of 
heart,  to  speak  those  words  of  soberness  and  truth  which 
may,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  best  subserve  the  cause  of  my 
suffering  country.  Those  words  I  now  believe  to  be  the 
advice  herein  given,  to  refrain  from  exercising  the  extraor- 
dinary power  about  to  be  given  you  by  Congress,  at  least 
until  the  last  hope  of  moral  influence  being  sufficient  is  ex- 
tinct. Though  you  expressed  a  fear  in  your  last  letter  that 
my  continued  efforts  to  conciliate  were  injudicious,  I  cannot 
yet  see  just  cause  for  abandoning  it.  Perhaps  I  am  unduly 
biassed  in  my  judgment  concerning  a  people  whom  I  love 
and  to  whom  I  owe  so  much,  though  I  trust  not.  Our  suc- 
cess depends  not  on  the  numbers  engaged  to  support  our 
cause,  but  upon  their  zeal  and  affection.  Hence  I  have  every 
hope  in  persuading,  not  one  in  forcing^  the  sympathy  of  an 
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unwilling  people.  The  Legislature  of  the  State  meets  next 
May.  Two-thirds  are  required  by  our  constitution  to  call  a 
Convention.  This  number  cannot  be  obtained ;  a  bare  ma- 
jority vote  for  submitting  the  proposition  will,  in  my  opinion, 
be  impossible.  Under  no  circumstances  can  a  Convention 
be  assembled  in  North-Carolina  during  the  present  year,  in 
my  judgment;  and  during  next  summer  the  approaching 
State  elections  will  afford  an  opportunity  for  a  full  and  com- 
plete discussion  of  all  the  issues,  the  result  of  which  I  do^not 
fear  if  left  to  ourselves.  If  there  be  a  people  on  earth  given 
to  the  sober  second-thought,  amenable  to  reason  and  regard- 
ful of  their  plighted  honor,  I  believe  that  I  may  claim  that  it 
is  the  people  of  North-Carolina. 

Yery  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  Z.  B.  VANCE. 
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CONCERNING  PROPOSITIONS  FOR  PEACE. 


State  of  Noeth-Caeolina, 

Executive  Department, 
jRaleigh,  bee,  30, 1S63. 

liis  ExceUeney^  PeesIdent  Davis  : 

Mr  Deae  Sie  : — After  a  careful  consideration  of  all  the 
sources  of  discontent  in  North-Carolina,  I  have  concluded 
that  it  will  be,  perhaps,  impossible  to  remove  it,  except  by 
making  some  effort  at  negotiation  with  the  enemy.  The  re- 
cent action  of  the  Federal  House  of  Representatives,  though 
meaning  very  little,  has  greatly  excited  the  public  hope  that 
the  Northern  mind  is  looking  towards  peace.  I  am  promised 
by  all  men  who  advocate  this  course,  that  if  fair  terms  are 
rejected  it  will  tend  greatly  to  strengthen  and  intensify  the 
war  feeling,  and  will  rally  all  classes  to  a  more  cordial  sup- 
port of  the  government.  And  although  our  position  is  well 
known,  as  demanding  only  to  be  let  alone,  yet  it  seems  to  me 
that  for  the  sake  of  humanity,  without  having  any  weak  or 
improper  motives  attributed  to  us,  we  might,  with  propriety, 
constantly  tender  negotiations.  In  doing  so,  we  would  keep 
conspicuously  before  the  world  a  disclaimer  of  our  responsi' 
bility  for  the  great  slaughter  of  our  race,  and  convince  the  hum' 
blest  of  our  citizens — who  sometimes  forget  the  actual  situa- 
tion— that  the  government  is  tender  of  their  lives  and  happi- 
ness, and  would  not  prolong  their  sufferings  unnecessarily 
one  moment.  Though  statesmen  might  regard  this  as  useless, 
the  people  will  not,  and  I  think  our  cause  will  be  strengthened 
thereby.  I  have  not  suggested  the  method  of  these  negotia- 
tions or  their  terms — the  effort  to  obtain  peace  is  the  princi- 
pal matter.  Allow  me  to  beg  your  earnest  consideration  of 
this  suggestion.  Very  respectfully  yours, 

(Signed)  "  Z.  B.  YANCE, 
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Executive  OmcE, 
Bichmond^  Jan,  8, 1864. 

His  EsicelUncy^  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Governor  of  North-  Carolina^ 

Ealeigh,  N".  C.,: 

Deae  Sir  : — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  30th  nit. 
containing  suggestions  of  the  measures  to  be  adopted  for  the 
purpose  of  removing  "the  sources  of  discontent"  in  North- 
Carolina.  The  contents  of  the  letter  are  substantially  the 
same  as  those  of  the  letter  addressed  by  you  to  Senator 
Dortch ;  extracts  of  which  were  by  him  read  to  me. 

I  remarked  to  Mr.  Dortch  that  you  were  probably  not 
aware  of  the  obstacles  to  the  course  you  indicated,  and  with- 
out expressing  any  opinion  on  the  merits  of  the  proposed 
policy,  I  desired  him,  in  answering  your  letter,  to  invite  sug- 
gestions as  to  the  method  of  opening  negotiations,  and  as  to 
the  terras  which  you  thought  should  be  offered  to  the  enemy. 
I  felt  persuaded  you  would  appreciate  the  difficulties  as  soon 
as  your  attention  was  called  to  the  necessity  of  considering 
the  subject  in  detail.  As  you  have  made  no  suggestions 
touching  the  manner  of  overcoming  the  obstacles,  I  infer 
that  you  were  not  apprized  by  Mr.  Dortch  of  my  remarks 
to  him. 

Apart  from  insuperable  objections  to  the  line  of  policy  you 
propose,  (and  to  which  I  will  presently  advert,)  I  cannot  see 
how  the  mere  material  obstacles  are  to  be  surmounted.  "We 
have  made  three  distinct  efforts  to  communicate  with  the  au- 
thorities at  Washington,  and  have  been,  invariably,  unsuc- 
cessful. Commissioners  were  sent  before  hostilities  were  be- 
gun, and  the  Washington  government  refused  to  see  them, 
or  hear  what  they  had  to  say.  A  second  time  I  sent  a  mili- 
tary officer  with  a  communication  addressed  by  myself  to 
President  Lincoln.  The  letter  was  received  by  Gen.  Scott, 
who  did  not  permit  the  officer  to  see  Mr.  Lincoln,  but  who 
promised  that  an  answer  would  be  sent.    No  answer  has  ever 
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been  received.  Tbe  third  time,  a  few  montlis  ago,  a  gentle- 
man was  sent  whose  position,  character,  and  reputation  were 
such  as  to  ensure  his  reception,  if  the  enemy  were  not  deter- 
mined to  receive  no  proposal  whatever  from  this  government. 
Vice  President  Stephens  made  a  patriotic  tender  of  his  ser- 
vices, in  the  hope  of  being  able  to  promote  the  cause  of  hu- 
manity, and  although  little  belief  was  entertained  of  his  suc- 
cess, I  cheerfully  yielded  to  his  suggestion,  that  the  experi- 
ment should  be  tried.  The  enemy  refused  to  let  him  pass 
through  their  lines,  or  to  hold  any  conference  with  them. 
He  was  stopped  before  he  even  reached  Fortress  Monroe,  on 
liis  way  to  Washington.  To  attempt  again,  (in  the  face  of 
these  repeated  rejections  of  all  conference  with  us,)  to  send 
commissioners  or  agents  to  propose  peace,  is  to  invite  insult 
and  contumely,  and  to  subject  ourselves  to  indignity,  without 
the  slightest  chance  of  being  listened  to.  No  true  citizen, 
no  man  who  has  our  cause  at  heart,  can  desire  this ;  and  the 
good  people  of  North-Carolina  would  be  the  last  to  approve 
of  such  an  attempt,  if  aware  of  all  the  facts.  So  far  from 
removing  "  sources  of  discontent,'^  such  a  course  would  re- 
ceive, as  it  would  merit,  the  condemnation  of  those  true  pa- 
triots who  have  given  their  blood  and  their  treasure  to  main- 
tain the  freedom,  equality  and  independence  which  descended 
to  them  from  the  immortal  heroes  of  King's  Mountain  and 
other  battle-fields  of  the  revolution. 

If,  then,  proposals  cannot  be  made  through  envoys  because 
the  enemy  would  not  receive  them,  how  is  it  possible  to  com- 
municate our  desire  for  peace  otherwise  than  by  the  public 
announcements  contained  in  almost  every  message  I  ever 
sent  to  Congress  ?  I  cannot  recall,  at  this  time,  one  instance 
in  which  I  have  failed  to  announce  that  our  only  desire  was 
peace,  and  the  only  terms  which  formed  a  sine  qua  non,  were 
precisely  those  that  you  suggest,  namely,  "a  demand  only^  to 
be  let  alone." 

But  suppose  it  were  practicable  to  obtain  a  conference, 
through  commissioners,  with  the  government  of  President 
Lincoln,  is  it  at  this  moment  that  we  are  to  consider  it  de- 
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sirable,  or  even  at  all  admissible?  Have  we  not  jnst  been 
apprised  by  that  despot,  that  we  can  only  expect  his  gracious 
pardon  by  emancipating  all  our  slaves,  swearing  allegiance 
and  obedience  to  him  and  his  proclamations,  and  becoming, 
in  point  of  fact,  the  slaves  of  our  own  negroes?  Can  there 
be  in  Korth-Carolina  one  citizen  so  fallen  beneath  the  dignity 
of  his  ancestors  as  to  accept,  or  to  enter  into  conference  on 
the  basis  of  these  terms?  That  there  are  a  few  traitors  in 
tlie  State  who  would  be  willing  to  betray  their  tellow-citizens 
to  such  a  degraded  condition,  in  hope  of  being  rewarded  for 
their  treachery  by  an  escape  from  the  common  doom,  may 
be  true.  But  I  do  not  believe  that  the  vilest  wretch  would 
accept  such  terms  for  himself. 

I  cannot  conceive  how  the  people  of  your  State,  than  which 
none  has  sent  nobler  or  more  gallant  soldiers  to  the  field  of 
battle,  (one  of  whom  it  is  your  honor  to  be,)  can  have  been 
deceived  by  anything  to  which  you  refer  in  "  the  recent  ac- 
tion of  the  Federal  House  of  Representatives."  I  have  seen 
no  action  of  that  House  that  does  not  indicate,  by  a  very  de- 
cided majority,  the  purpose  of  the  enemy  to  refuse  all  terms 
to  the  South,  except  absolute,  unconditional  subjugation  or 
extermination.  But  if  it  were  otherwise,  how  are  we  to  treat 
with  the  House  of  Representatives  ?  It  is  with  Lincoln  alone 
that  we  ever  could  confer,  and  his  own  partizans  at  the  North 
avow,  unequivocally,  that  his  purpose  in  his  message  and 
proclamation  was  to  shut  out  all  hope  that  he  would  ever  treat 
with  us  on  any  terms.  If  we  will  break  up  our  government, 
dissolve  the  Confederacy,  disband  our  armies,  emancipate 
our  slaves,  take  an  oath  of  allegiance  binding  ourselves  to 
obedience  to  him  and  to  disloyalty  to  our  own  States,  he  pro- 
poses to  pardon  us,  and  not  to  plunder  us  of  any  thing  more 
than  the  property  already  stolen  from  us,  and  such  slaves  as 
still  remain.  In  order  to  render  his  proposals  so  insulting  as 
to  secure  their  rejection,  he  joins  to  them  a  promise  to  sup- 
port, with  his  army,  one-tenth  of  the  people  of  any  State  who 
will  attempt  to  set  up  a  government  over  the  other  nine- 
tenths  ;  thus  seeking  to  sow  discord  and  suspicion  among  the 
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people  of  the  several  States,  and  to  excite  them  to  civil  war 
in  furtherance  of  his  ends. 

I  know  well  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  your  people, 
if  they  possessed  full  knowledge  of  these  facts,  to  consent 
that  proposals  should  now  be  made  by  us  to  those  who  con- 
trol the  government  at  Washington.  Your  own  well  known 
devotion  to  the  great  cause  of  liberty  and  independence  to 
which  we  have  all  committed  whatever  we  have  of  earthly 
possessions,  would  induce  you  to  take  the  lead  in  repelling 
the  bare  thought  of  abject  submission  to  the  enemy.  Yet 
peace  on  other  terms  is  now  impossible.  To  obtain  the  sole 
terms  to  which  you  or  I  could  listen,  this  struggle  must  con* 
tinue  until  the  enemy  is  beaten  out  of  his  vain  confidence  in 
our  subjugation.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  will  it  be  possible 
to  treat  of  peace.  Till  then,  all  tender  of  terms  to  the  enemy 
will  be  received  as  proof  that  we  are  ready  for  submission, 
and  will  encourage  him  in  the  atrocious  warfare  which  he  is 
waging. 

I  fear  much,  from  the  tenor  of  the  news  I  receive  from 
IsTorth-Carolina,  that  an  attempt  will  be  made  by  some  bad 
men  to  inaugurate  movements  which  must  be  considered  as 
equivalent  to  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy,  and  which  all 
patriots  should  combine  to  put  down,  at  any  cost.  You  may 
count  on  my  aid  in  every  effort  to  spare  your  State  the  scenes 
of  civil  warfare,  which  will  devastate  its  homes,  if  the  de- 
signs of  these  traitors  be  suffered  to  make  head.  I  know 
that  you  will  place  yourself  in  your  legitimate  position  in  the 
lead  of  those  who  will  not  suffer  the  name  of  the  Old  North 
State  to  be  blackened  by  such  a  stain.  Will  you  pardon  me 
for  suggesting  that  my  only  source  of  disquietude  on  the 
subject  arises  from  the  fear  that  you  will  delay  too  long  the 
action  which  now  appears  inevitable ;  and  that  by  an  over- 
earnest  desire  to  reclaim  by  conciliation  men  whom  you  be- 
lieve to  be  sound  at  heart,  but  whose  loyalty  is  more  than 
.  suspected  elsewhere,  you  will  permit  them  to  gather  such 
strength  as  to  require  more  violent  measures  than  are  now 
needed.    With  your  influence  and  position,  the  promoters  of 
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the  unfounded  discontents  now  prevalent  in  your  State,  would 
be  put  down  without  the  use  of  physical  force,  if  you  would 
abandon  a  policy  of  conciliation,  and  set  them  at  defiance. 
In  this  course,  frankly  and  firmly  pursued,  you  would  rally 
around  you  all  that  is  best  and  noblest  in  your  State,  and 
your  triumph  would  be  bloodless.  If  the  contrary  policy  be 
adopted,  I  much  fear  you  will  be  driven  to  the  use  of  force 
to  repress,  treason.  la  either  event,  however,  be  assured 
that  you  will  have  my  cordial  concurrence  and  assistance  in 
maintaining  with  you  the  honor,  dignity  and  fair  name  cf 
your  State,  and  in  your  efibrts  to  crush  treason,  whether  in- 
cipient, as  I  believe  it  now  to  be,  or  more  matured,  as  I  be- 
lieve, if  not  now  firmly  met,  it  will  in  our  future  inevitably 

become. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

JEFFEK.  DAVIS, 


STATEMENT 
Of  Blockade  operations  outside  of  the  Confederate  States. 


This  sum  raised  on  Cotton  bonds, 

This  Bum,  advanced  by  parties  in  England, 
to  pay  freigiits  on  inward  cargoes  and  dis- 
bu'.seraents  in  the  Islands, 

Disbursements  now  due  in  Wilmington,  (es- 
timated,) 

This  sum  raised  on  Rosin  Bonds, 
Cash  to  balance, 


119,700 


98,969 

250 
47,500 
47,248 


£313.668 


18 


d. 


J  Steamer  Advance  on  hand,  original  cost 
£35,000,  10  per  cent,  off  for  wear  and  tear 
o;ie  year, 

J  Interest  in  three  Steamers, 

3,788,066  lbs  Cotton  at  5d., 

Sales  of  4,080  Bales  Cotton  at  £50, 


15,750 

15,000 

78,918 

204,000 


£313,668 


Orders  have  been  sent  out  by  the  Governor  for  Scythe  Blades,  Eailroad  Findings  and  other  articles,  which  are  not  charged 
in  the  above  account,  no  bill  of  them  having  been  received.  Mr.  White's  salary,  as  Special  Commissioner,  has  not  yet  been  set- 
tled, and  is  not  chargod.  Owing  to  the  difficulties  of  communication  Col.  McRae  has  not  settled  his  account  lor  the  ti-ansaction  by 
which  the  Kosin  Bonds  were  issued.     It  is  believed  that  £6,000  would  be  the  utmost  extent  of  any  further  charge  to  be  made. 

J.  DEVEKEUX,  A.  Q.  M, 


STATEMENT 


Of  Blockade  operations  in  the  Confederate  States. 


To  amount  of  appropriation, 

$2,324,000 

Sales  of  Clothing  to  Confederate  Government, 

$1,561,648 

Disbursements  in  Wilmington, 

112,600 

13 

Value  of  Stock  on  hand,  estimated  at  the  prices 

Cash  to  balance. 

1,554,588 

99 

the  Confederato  Government  is  now  pacing, 
Sales  of  various  articles  of  Quartermaster,  medi- 

1,326,144 

cal  and  other  stores,  and  sundry  freights, 

973,250 

25 

12 

Sale  of  i  Steamer  Advance  in  Bonds, 

130,146 

87 

S3,991,189 

$3,991,189 

12 

There  is  a  largo  amount  of  Goods,  consisting  of  Cloth,  Blankets,  Shoes,  Cotton  and  Wool  Cards,  Card  Machines  and  Factory 
Findings  now  on  the  way,  and  in  the  Islands,  of  which  no  account  has  been  taken.  The  Goods  are  paid  for,  and  when  received 
will  much  increase  the  above  balance  The  purchase  money  of  the  Advance  was  paid  partly  in  Bonds,  as  entered  above,  and 
partly  in  Cotton.    The  Cotton  is  added  to  the  stock  on  hand. 

J.  DETEREUX,  A.  Q.  M. 


A. 


STATEMENT  showing  the  quautUy  of  Olothmg,  dec,  manufacMired  hy  the  QuarUrmaHter' s  Department  <,f  N.  0.,from  th^  30«A  SepU^mbfi;  1862,  U>  March  31, 
1864  ,•  tht'  amount  twi-ned  over  to  C  S.  Quartsrmaster  for  ixme  in  N.  C.  Troovs  ;  also  am',   issued  to  the  troops  in.  S/^atc.  sm-m«f. 

AMOUNT  TRANSFERRED  TO  C.  S.  Q.  M.  FOR  ISSUE  TO  N.  C.  TROOPS. 


Jackets, 

Pants, 

Shirts, 

Drawers, 

1 

M 

Comforts, 

■ 
'5 

Socks, 

Haversacks, 

i 

o 

.a 

EC 

Gamine  Straps, 

Oil  Blankets, 

Coats, 

0? 

C 

0! 

Sheets, 

oT 
■a 
o 
ta 
W 

a 

do' 

10 
CJ 

4th  Quarter  of 

1862, 

15,830 

20.404 

31,508 

34,088 

5,224 

1,823 

1.268 

27,943 

1,210 

1,333 

959 

217 

1,090 

6 

1,513 

Ist 

1863, 

26,903 

36,977 

18,247 

1.^,811 

1,189 

426 

70 

42,571 

615 

190 

600 

304 

2d         "        " 

1863, 

39,4t;4 

44,364 

7,659 

13,907 

156 

16,985 

240 

50 

■ 

3d        "        " 

1863, 

36,702 

17,652 

22,641 

13,35? 

900 

15,514 

415 

4,225 

4th       "       " 

1863, 

32,482 

11,556 

39,060 

19,212 

18,009 

22,169 

2,287 

13,434 

1,934 

1,182 

164 

Ist        " 

1864, 

10,080 

22,632 

30,36'0 

25,176 
121,545 

7,686 

5,226 

1,535 

16,031 

1,030 

521 

1,279 
2.467 

226 

Total  transfe 

rred. 

161,461 

1.53,585 

149,475 

33,164 

2,249 

1,338 

130,408 

6,202 

35,313 

4,573 

_1,090 

1,903 

AMOUNT  ISSUED  TO  TROOPS  IN  THE  STATE  SERVICE. 


m 

kets, 

1 
forts,            ! 

1 
1 

w 

w 

4 

2 

w 

oo" 

a. 

a 

■   oT 

s 

m" 

s! 
CC 

o 

H 

-g 

s 

Sm 
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